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Working to Solve Our Traffic Problems

VOLUME XXXXIX NO. 1

n a chilly Thursday morning this spring members of
O the Piermont Traffic Committee hiked up steep Ash
Street from Main Street with a traffic expert from
New York City. They were headed to the dizzyingly sharp turn
Ash takes at Hudson Terrace before continuing up to 9W. They
wanted to show the visitor the safety improvements the village
had made to that uniquely Piermont corner.

Those changes — the installation of a convex mirror and the
clearing of view- blocking vegetation — had improved visibil-
ity and traffic flow. The visitor was impressed by what was
done, and that the village’s Traffic Committee had suggested
the changes. It's a group of more than a dozen citizens, led
by village Trustee Ivanya Albert. Mayor Bruce Tucker, Police
Chief Michael O’Shea and Department of Public Works Direc-
tor Tom Temple attend most meetings. That gives the Commit-
tee unusual political punch and expertise.

Afterjust a year in business, the Committee has racked up some
other successes: It surveyed Piermonters about their traffic con-
cerns; it had the Village use grant money to buy three solar-pow-
ered signs on Hudson Terrace and Piermont Avenue. The signs
get drivers to slow down by showing them how fast they’re going.
The Committee also had our DPW talk the state into studying the
feasibility of putting a traffic light on 9W at Ash Street, the scene
of many accidents. If one was there, drivers wouldn't have to dare
the fates when turning south on the state highway.

The visiting traffic expert was Dan Suraci, from TransPro
Consulting . He had come to lead a daylong workshop on the
national Complete Streets movement. It offers ways to design
streets with safe access for everyone, including pedestrians,
bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities.
The idea is to make it easy to cross the street, walk to shops, and
bicycle to work.

After visiting Ash’s big bend, the Committee took Suraci on

a short walking tour, ending on Piermont’s block-long Main
Street. It has challenging traffic problems at both ends. Driv-
ers coming down Ash have trouble seeing northbound Main
Street traffic. Across the street, the M&T Bank sidewalk lacks
curb cuts. (The bank owns the sidewalk, but it has so far been
unwilling to pay for the ramps.) The Rubik cube of an inter-
section at the south end of the block has traffic coming from at
least five directions.

Committee members came up with many ways to deal with
these problems. Their ideas ranged from making Main Street
one way to having raised cross walks at both ends and in the
middle of the block. Nothing was decided.

After the workshop ended, Trustee Albert was pleased with
how it had gone. “I would like to regroup again with the Traffic
Committee,” she said, “to decide together on our next steps.”
She thinks the Committee now needs to:

e Update everyone in the village on what we have been
working on and thinking about

* Host a presentation for the village about what we have done to
date as a committee and where we would like to go from here.

* Plan for a few short weekend walk-audits open to all Pier-
monters so that others can start to think through some of
these ideas along with us.

e Form a Complete Streets committee that will take over
where the Traffic Committee left off. It would work on a
master plan for the village and would review all new proj-
ects to make sure that future development is consistent with
the overall master plan.

e Start coming up with designs so we can do the “tag-along”
projects. Those would add traffic design to plans for work
our DPW and contractors have scheduled.

e Start applying for grants to pay for some of these initiatives.

—Staff written

Traffic expert Dan Suraci makes a point to members of the Piermont Traffic Committee at one of the village’s more perplexing
intersections. Photo by Betsy Franco Feeney
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Memories of Commercial Fishing in Piermont

are making their annual run up the Hudson River to
spawn. It is one of nature’s extraordinary events and it
always thrills me.

When I was growing up in Piermont in the 1960s it was the
most exciting time of year. That's because each March, April
and May my brother, Don, and I helped my father with the
commercial fishing business he ran near our riverside home.

We began getting ready for the season early in winter. That
involved checking gill nets, caulking and painting our three flat
bottomed 22-foot work skiffs and checking the more than 70

Spring’s forsythia bloom signals that bass and shad

Piermont fisherman headed out to their in the early morning. The state
halted commercial fishing in the Hudson in 1975. Photo by Greg Tavarone

poles we needed. We had cut them ourselves from trees in local
wooded areas like the Cowboy Fields. They varied in length,
depending on the depth of the water. Some were 45 feet long.
With the help of our crew of other Piermonters who my
father hired each year, we set lines of 24 poles with nets strung
between them every 200 feet. We would drive them into the
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muddy bottom of the river by attaching a cross piece to the
pole with a chain and repeatedly jumping on it.

We put most of our nets just a couple of hundred feet south of
the Tappan Zee Bridge and just north of the Piermont Pier. The
catch was mainly shad. We also strung some near the Piermont
Marsh where there were abundant schools of striped bass. We
needed to get the fish from those nets before the raccoons did!

Once the nets were set, we picked the fish from them twice
a day. If we didn’t, more than half the catch could escape our
nets with the change of tide. On a good day we could bring
in 10,000 pounds of fish. We had our biggest catch ever in the

Shad fisherman use their own weight to drive poles into the Hudson
River’s muddy bottom. Photo by Greg Tavarone

1970’s -- 11,800 pounds of roe shad. To maintain the fish pop-
ulation, the DEC mandated a 36-hour net lift period on week-
ends so some fish could make their way upriver to spawn.

After going out and getting the catch, which often included
catfish, perch, carp and other fish too, we hauled them to our
dock for sorting, icing and boxing. Every night our truck would
haul them down to the Fulton Fish Market. That's when it was
still in lower Manhattan where the South Street Seaport is now.
We also sold some to residents and customers waiting at our
dock to buy fish caught just an hour earlier. If they were will-
ing to pay an additional 50 cents, I would clean them for them!

In 1974, my fishing partner Don Piesco and I were thrilled to
net a 200-pound, 7-foot, 10-inch sturgeon. The Piermont Rotary
Club generously paid to have it mounted, with the stipulation
that it remain in Piermont. It hangs today in the main entrance
of Cornetta’s Seafood Restaurant.

In addition to our family, Lou Hurban, Ray Holmes, Angelo
Caputo and their families also ran Piermont fishing operations.

Though at times there was competition between our opera-
tions, there was also a lot of camaraderie.

continued on page 12
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Piermont Reflections %

"

e didn’t have mail delivery here until the late 1950s
Wor early 1960s. You had to pick it up at the post

office. I don’t know why that was, but I do remem-
ber when a post office stop was part of each family’s daily
routine.

Piermonters complained about the inconvenience less than
you might think they would. Maybe it was because mail was
more important in those days. There were no text messages
or email and using a telephone to call outside our immediate
area cost serious money. If you wanted to let the folks back in
St. Louis know how you were doing, you picked up a pen or
sat down at a typewriter, wrote your letter, put it in an envel-
oped, addressed it and mailed it.

At the post office, there was always the possibility of run-
ning into friends you hadn’t seen for a while. Those unfore-
seen meetings are one of the gentle pleasures of small-town
life. They still happen today at the post office, on Main Street,
in our shops and restaurants, the farmers market, the library,
the pier and at those Flywheel Park summer concerts.

Village Board meetings are another place where you might
unexpectedly meet neighbors but, sadly, unless there is a
red-hot controversial item on the agenda, not many people
bother going.

On the other hand, you were always sure to see familiar
faces at the Piermont Democratic Party caucuses. They always
packed the Village Hall. In our solidly Democratic village, just
getting nominated guarantees you the election. The Republi-
cans rarely take the trouble to run anyone.

The caucuses weren't always dramatic, but they were
always tense. Even if an incumbent mayor or trustee seemed

confident that they would be renominated, they could never
be sure. Any registered party member could raise their hand
and nominate someone else for the office. If that happened,
both candidates would be given a chance to speak before the
caucus voted.

If there was a vacancy on the Village Board, the Demo-
cratic Committee would pick a candidate and sometimes
someone would nominate another person. That happened a
few years ago. Both candidates spoke and both proved to be
intelligent and informed. Either would make good Trustees
but I thought the one who hadn’t been backed by the Com-
mittee, and who happened to be sitting near me, was slightly
better, so I voted for her.

The room was tense as they counted the votes. Finally, they
announced the results. The woman I backed lost by just two
or three votes. I could see that she was very upset, and I tried
to console her. I told her that she’d made a terrific speech and
that I'd voted for her. “You only lost by a few votes,” I said.
“You'll do better next time.”

“There won't be a next time,” she told me angrily. I don’t
believe I ever saw her again after that.

I'surely won't see her at the next Democratic caucus because
Albany recently changed the voting laws, insuring that we’ll
never have another. one. We’ll have primaries instead. This
year they’ll be on June 25. If you want to know more, con-
tact the Piermont Democratic Committee at PiermontDems@
optonline.net, or the Rockland County Board of Elections at
845-638-5172, or by email, voterinfo@co.rockland.ny.us.

I'll miss the caucuses, but, hey, we're sure to run into each
other soon somewhere around the village. -Bob Samuels

DDS

Ruba F. izqalla,

(845) 359-6315 DrRubaDDS@gmail.com

"~ Hudson View Dental

Ruba F. Rizgalla, DDS
Proud to be a part of the beautiful village of Piermont!

Family, Restorative, Cosmetic,

and Implant Dentistry

105 Shad Row, Suite 1A, Piermont, NY

Info@HudsonViewDental.com
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Sylvia Carbonell Is Piermont’s Friendly Face

Village Hall to ask a question or get a permit or sign up

for a pier or parking permit or a veteran’'s exemption—
or to ask a question about anything--has been welcomed by
her smile, though perhaps not everyone knows her name.
It's Sylvia Carbonell and for many of us she IS the Village
Hall, and has been for going on 25 years.

Sylvia seems always to be pleasant, no matter how many
times her work has been interrupted by a question, though
she admits that being tactful is not always easy. She’s usually
pretty busy when you step up to the window; because she’s

[ 3 veryone who's ever walked up to the office window in

next year, she and her husband bought an apartment in Park-
chester in the Bronx where they lived until 1983 when their
first son, Brian, was born and they moved to Rockland. They
lived first with Sylvia’s sister in Tappan where a second son
Brandon Lee was born in 1985.

After 13 years there, the family moved to Piermont and
rented an apartment over what was then Mom Miraglia’s,
now 14 & Hudson. When Miraglia’s was sold they moved
to another apartment over what is today the Rivertown Tap-
house. Sylvia began work in Village Hall in 1995, when John
Zahn was Mayor, as a part time clerk-typist, and has been

really good at keeping records,
she’s involved in almost every-
thing that gets accomplished in
the clerk’s office.

One way or another, she also
ends up helping out in every
department: the folks in court
and everyone else in Village Hall
knows whom to ask when they
need a Spanish translator; the
police know whom to ask when
they need a matron to accompany
a woman arrestee, and sometimes,
when the restroom in the Village
Hall needs paper towels or bath-
room tissue, she does that too, just
to save the DPW folks the trip.

Sylvia was born in Mayaguez,
Puerto Rico, and her parents
came from Rincon, now a well-
known surfing town. They trav-
eled back and forth from Puerto
Rico to New York so one of her

Mon. - Thurs. 9:00am -5:00pm
9:00 AM - 1:00PM |
200 PM - 5:00 PM

Friday

PIERMONT
VILLAGE CLERK

OFFICE HOURS

at her post in Village Hall ever
since.

But she couldn't keep liv-
ing in Piermont. In 2006—after
a divorce—she and her sons
moved to the Bronx from now
unaffordable Piermont. A friend
told her about a concierge at the
Harbor Cove condos who com-
muted from the Bronx to here.
For three years, she was blessed
with a cheap/fast ride with him,
but he retired to another state.
For the next three years she
endured what has to be one of
the worst commutes on record.
She was up at 4:30 and out of her
Bronx apartment in time to walk
several blocks to a 5:35 bus that
took one hour and 15 minutes to
get her to the George Washing-
ton Bridge bus station. There she
took the first Red and Tan bus

siblings was born in Rincon
and the other in New York. Her
father was superintendent in a sixth-floor walkup apartment
building on east 50th Street and doorman at a building on
66th Street. So, she grew up in a neighborhood where the
outrageously glamorous restaurant Lutece was just down the
block and she baby-sat for the family as well as sometimes
watching over future actress Melanie Griffin for her actress
mother Tippi Hedrin of “The Birds” fame.

Because her parents spoke only Spanish at home, Sylvia
began school as a non-English speaker at a time when there
was no bilingual teaching in public schools. That, and the fact
that she was left-handed at a time when right-handedness
was still being strongly promoted, meant that she entered
school with a double handicap, but she worked hard and per-
sisted with her education until she was just 11 credits short of
a B.A. at Queens College.

Her first post-college job was as a Board of Education para-
professional—a bilingual teacher in second grade, a job she
loved and kept for five years until she married in 1976. The

Sylvia Carbonell Photo by Betsy Franco Feeney

north which got her to Village
Hall by 8 am opening time. When
she left the village at 4:15, she did the whole thing in reverse,
and got home at 6:45.

In the face of her daily slog, Sylvia began to think that she
needed to retire. But luckily for all of us, six years ago, she
found an apartment at Orangetown’s a senior housing com-
plex, Cortwood Village in Orangeburg. Sylvia doesn’t drive
so her friends at work see to it that she gets to the office on
time every morning. This has allowed her to stay put in
Village Hall.

She has no immediate plans to retire, now that she lives
so nearby. Her long-range retirement plans include spending
significant time with her brother and sister in Florida, with
the hope of one day becoming a snow bird who commutes
between NY summers and Florida winters. She also hopes
to visit Puerto Rico which she has not seen for many years.
Whenever it comes, Sylvia says, her retirement “will be bitter-
sweet because I love what I do.” — Joan Gussow
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Farmers Market Opens Under New Management

pring was slow to arrive in Piermont this year, with per-
Ssistent unseasonable chill, “March Madness” spilling

into April, and a later-than-usual Easter and Passover.
Another long-awaited harbinger of the season turned up on
the last Sunday in April, when the Piermont Farmers Market
celebrated its 15th year in the M&T Bank parking lot.

But, true to spring’s celebration of renewal, the 2019 Edition
of the Farmers Market has had an imaginative reboot. After
14 years of operation by a Westchester-based firm, Down To
Earth, two residents, Joe Serra and Bill Walsh, now run it.

The pair are well known Piermont entrepreneurs. Their
“OUTSIDE IN” gallery/ espresso bar/event space has
been a Ferdon Avenue landmark since 2007. Five years
ago, the duo created The Souk, a Sunday afternoon mar-
ketplace and bazaar where local purveyors showcase their
specialty foods. When Joe and Bill learned that the year-
to-year lease M&T had with Down To Earth had not been
renewed, they took notice.

“As a customer of the Piermont Farmers Market for
years,” said Joe, “I could see that the number of vendors
had declined, as had the quality of what was offered. We
saw an opportunity to improve it. I just walked over and
asked the bank’s manager, “Would you be open to hear-
ing our proposal?” and he said ‘Sure, why not, we have no
long-term agreement, there’s no (financial) benefit that we
get from doing it, and no one ever asked us before.”

Joe says the Souk taught him the importance of the cus-
tomer experience. He has seen how Tarrytown and Pleas-
antville and other places evolved their Farmers Markets
once they dumped their outside corporate operators. They

became community-based enterprises, keeping the money
in their villages as much as possible.

“One of my beefs with the old management,” Joe says, “is
that it never put anything back into the community — mon-
etarily or otherwise. Yes, they set up the market and that
was good for the residents but not always good for some of
the business owners.” Now, along with the fresh vegeta-
bles, artisanal cheeses and pasture raised meats, you’ll find
a side order of community involvement.

“We allow non-profits to promote their activities,”
explains Joe. “Piermont businesses that want to advertise,
or put their menus out, or have promotional things to say
are welcome. We really want to help the businesses in town.
Not only by bringing people in, but taking those same peo-
ple, and giving them an incentive to go into the shops.” Joe
and Bill have a shuttle for customers who need a restroom.

Many booths are staffed by the actual makers, growers
and owners, and their families. Even when the product is
not from the New York area, there will still be a local con-
nection. “For example,” he says, “the woman who sells Kon-
toulis Olive Oil lives in Larchmont, but her family is from
Greece. It's her family’s grove. She goes there every year.”

The market is open from 10 am to 3 pm, Sundays, rain or
shine, until November 24. They’ll soon have a Facebook
page with announcements and vendor updates. But maybe
the best way to discover the Piermont’s Farmers Market is
to go and experience it first-hand.

“We’re hoping to bring some new excitement to
Piermont,” Joe declares. — Julie Harman

Everyone — especially the bunny -- had a good time at the Piermont Civic Association’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt. Photo by Joanne Ottaviano
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Our Navy Seals: Piermont’s Volunteer Fire Department

eed rescuing from a smoky fire, Tallman mountain,
the Hudson River, or a mucky section of the Pier-

mont Marsh? For all of these and more, call Pier-

It takes 170 hours of training to be a Piermont fire-
fighter; 180 to 250 hours to become an Emergency Medi-
cal EMT on the ambulance; and to qualify as part of Pier-

mont’s A Team—The Piermont
Fire Department.

The department has been
responding to village emer-
gencies for 168 years--since
1851. Last year, 78 active vol-
unteers--51 men and 27 wom-
en--responded to 396 emergen-
cies in Piermont and Grand
View. Of those, 196 were rescue
and fire calls; 200 were ambu-
lance calls. (The ambulance will
deliver patients to a hospital of
their choice for free.) When there
is an emergency on the Hudson,
the first responders are the Fire
Department’s scuba divers.

The Piermont Civic Asso-
ciation recently invitited Fire
Chief Don Hardy and former
Chief Daniel Goswick to talk to
the public at the Village Hall. They spoke compellingly
and answered questions about Department’s role and
experiences.

Chief Goswick explained that it is organized into spe-
cialty teams for rapid response. “Many of the other fire
departments in the country focus on fires,” he said. “But
in Piermont we are like the Navy Seals of fire departments,
we do everything.” One team is expert scuba divers who
plunge into the Hudson year-round to save victims of
boating accidents. They also recover bodies of accident
fatalities and suicide from the bridge and other locations.

Fire Chief Don Cocker and former Chief Dan Goswick tell

the audience about the Village’s Empire Hose Company at a
meeting hosted by the Piermont Civic Association. Photo by
Betsy Franco Feeney

mont’s dive team requires even
more training: you are ready to
join the team when Chief Gos-
wick, head of the unit and chief
trainer, says you are ready.
Chief Goswick always tells
new recruits that this is their
community and they need to
protect it. But the reality today
is that half the fire department
volunteers live outside of Pier-
mont because the village has
become unaffordable for them.
The chiefs would like more res-
idents to volunteer. “We would
really like to get more people
involved in the fire department,”
said Chief Goswick. “We recently
revamped our bylaws to allow
people who were not firefight-
ers, EMTs or divers to become
part of the department. It needs help with fund raisers
and other activities.

Lastautumn a Piermont woman, known to be depressed,
disappeared. They found her bicycle at the end of the pier.
The scuba team went into the water to search for her. Chief
Goswick was convinced her body was trapped among the
pilings at the pier’s end. After three days searching the
dark and dangerous waters, he discovered her there.

“I promised her husband that we would never give up
until we found her,” he said. “When it is one of our own,
we never give up.” —Ron Derven

The Do Not Knock Law

on a relaxing weekend, is someone at their door trying
to buy their house or sell them something.

That’s why the Village Board recently passed a law that
stops people from bothering homes and businesses that are
listed on the “Do Not Knock” registry. To be on it all you
have to do is to sign up on the village’s website (http:/ / pier-
mont-ny.gov/do-not-knock-registry), or stop by the Village
Clerk’s office. It’s that simple.

The law applies to commercial solicitation — an offer to buy
or sell goods or property. It does not apply to charitable orga-
nizations, political candidates or other non-commercial enti-

The last thing most people want after a long workday, or

ties. They are not required to have a village permit and can
go to any residence or place of business. Companies or indi-
viduals that wish to go door-to-door for commercial reasons
must first get a special permit from the village. They are then
shown the “Do Not Knock” registry. They are not allowed to
visit any of the addresses on that list.

Call the Piermont Police if you are on the registry and a
solicitor or peddler comes to your home or business? Viola-
tors face stiff fines and will have their permit revoked.

The “Do Not Knock” registry is voluntary. If you don’t
mind strangers coming to your door, you don’t need to do
anything. — Joe Serra
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Piermont’s Ironmen

hardt’s service station on Main Street in 1975. He was

opening L&M Iron Railing Co. a fabricator of fine
wrought iron railings and metalwork.
The sign was there until last month. That's when the busi-
ness’s new owner, Leonard (Len) Hunt, packed up the anvil,
the welding torch and other tools and moved to Pearl River.
He left because the Gerhardt building’s new owner wanted the
space and Len wanted more room.

l ouis DeGennaro first hung his sign at the rear of Ger-

P S S —
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[RON L—M RAILING

Anthony Hunt (left) with his father, Len, and Louis DeGennaro. Len
bought DeGennaro’s wrought iron railings and metalwork business and
has moved it to Pearl River. Photo by Elizabeth Dougherty

You might know Len, a home improvement contractor, as the
drummer in the Old No. 7 Band. He is the son of Piermont’s
original “Tin Man,” the late Leonard Hunt. That Len was a
popular jack-of-all trades handyman who, in the 1970s, opened
a small shop called the Tin Man in a storefront across Main
Street from Gerhardt’s. He filled it with interesting small iron-
works and metal gizmos. You might say it was a continuation,
of sorts, when his son bought the L&M and took up metal rail-
ing work under DeGennaro’s mentorship.

Len was familiar with L&M because he and his Rockland
County Home Improvement business partner, John Steiner,
had ordered custom railings from L&M for their clients. Len
had alifelong interest in metal arts, perhaps started by his dad’s
quirky collection, then nurtured by classes at the Rockland
Center for the Arts. So, it wasn’t surprising, when Louis put his

business up for sale, that Len and his son Anthony bought it.

“Len came with all the right know-how from his construc-
tion business,” says Louis who worked with him a short while
after the business changed hands. “Most important, he already
knew all about angles.”

Their new space in Pearl River is much larger than what they’d
had in Piermont. It is filled with the many metalworking
tools Louis invented, including a metal bender that shapes the
curved termination or “end vole” of a stair railing. “This is
one example of Louis’s genius, says Len. “We can now do this
detail “‘cold” without forging.”

Len and Anthony just completed a beautiful balcony that repro-
duced one that Louis made decades ago for the Silk Mill in
Piermont. They are now working on a “picket fence” of arched
rods for a carpenter gothic house’s garden in Tarrytown. There
is a portfolio of more traditional stair rail work they have com-
pleted here as well.

“Downtown Piermont” Len says a little wistfully, “now has
just one metalworker left - A&B Artisans. There used to be
more industry here. Times change.”

When he retires from the home improvement business he and
Anthony will focus on metalwork. Len clearly loves having his
son by his side for this new venture. He promises that they will
maintain the fine reputation for craftsmanship Louis brought
to Piermont more than 44 years ago. — Margaret Grace

P ALI S ADESS

PHYSICAL

MANUAL THERAPY | ORTHOPEDIC REHABILITATION

THERAPY

HANDS-ON

ONE-TO-ONE

PAIN RELIEF

STRENGTH

NO REFERRAL REQUIRED, INSURANCE PLANS ACCEPTED

Dr. Edmund Kalotkin, PT, DPT, COMT
(845) 359-3950 | Pdlisades | Bardonia | Manhattan
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From The Library

This year’s theme is all about outer space and our uni-
verse, so what better time to check out our museum pass
to the Intrepid Sea, Air, & Space Museum to see the space
shuttle Enterprise and much more! Ask a librarian today
for more information about this and all of our other excit-
ing museum passes!

Teen Film Festival

The Dennis P. McHugh Piermont Public Library will
partner with the Michael J. Armstrong Memorial Foun-
dation on Friday, June 7, to host “Five-Minute Flicks,”
a new annual competition in collaboration with the film
program at South Orangetown’s Tappan Zee High School.

The competition, which will award three cash prizes,
provides an opportunity to remember the life of 9/11 vic-
tim Michael J. Armstrong while celebrating the creative
talents of local teenagers. The challenge for entrants
will be to tell a compelling story, in any theme or genre
of their choosing, in five minutes or less. Prizes will be
awarded for First Place ($500), Second Place ($300), and
Third Place ($200) at the end of the evening. The Founda-
tion hopes that the prize money will be spent to further
enhance the students’ love of film.

Doors will open at 6:30 pm. The viewing of entries will
begin at approximately 7 p.m., and admission is free.

Concert Series

The Library will host its second concert in its Spring
Concert Series: Flashback Fridays on Friday, June 14, at
7pm. The concert will feature Reflections Jazz & Swing
Orchestra. The band was formed by its presentleader, Paul
Bastone, in the spring of 1999. It is a traditional 18-piece
big band with a vocalist, based in Rockland County, that
plays a wide variety of popular music including hits of
the 30’s and 40’s. All the members are volunteers and are
rewarded by the good feeling they get from performing
for diverse audiences and the knowledge that they are
helping to preserve the Big Band sound. Their dedication
is further bolstered by the applause and verbal apprecia-
tion they receive from their audiences.

Please register for the concert online at www.piermont-
library.org

This project is made possible with funds from the
Decentralization Program, a regrant program of the New
York State Council on the Arts with the support of Gov-
ernor Andrew M. Cuomo and the New York State Legis-
lature and administered by ArtsWestchester.

Adult Summer Reading Program: A Universe of Stories

The library’s annual Adult Summer Reading Raffle will
be held for 8 weeks. Submit an entry form for each book
you read over the summer. A winner will be chosen every
Friday, July 12 — August 30. Prizes will include gift certif-
icates, gadgets, books and more.

Piermont Welcomes New Director

The Piermont Library welcomed a new face to the fam-
ily; in March when Kristine Palacios came on as the new
Director. For the past five years, Palacios worked at the
Willington Public Library, in Connecticut. She’s excited
to join this vibrant community. The Library held a wel-
come reception in April, but if you missed that Palacios
said you should stop by to say hello. “I love meeting all
the library patrons,” she said “I hope that they will let
me know how the library can best meet the community’s
needs!”

Summer Art Shows

For the month of June, the Library will pres-
ent its Annual Student Art Exhibition: Adventures in
Mexico. An Artists’ Reception will be held on Sunday,
June 2, from 3 - 4 pm. All are welcome. Throughout the
year, the Library offers free art classes focusing on a vari-
ety of materials and techniques to students in grades 1 - 8
taught by Alexis Starke. This year, the focus is on Mex-
ico and Fridamania has hit the Library! Ask any of our
young artists about all things Frida and you are sure to be
impressed. Projects are inspired by Frida Kahlo and the
less well-known volcano-loving Mexican artist, Dr. Atl,
as well as traditional Mexican crafts. Patrons are always
delighted to see the creations of our youngest artists.

In July, the Library will present the work of Piermont art-
ist, Mary Mclean-Hely. Her exhibition focuses on animals
both wild and tame- many from a trip to Africa and others,
of the domestic variety, from around New York state—
dogs, chickens, cows, a guinea pig. The pieces are all cre-
ated with watercolor pencil and picture the animalsin their
natural habitats. Several show a mother with her young.
and as “I try to capture animals being animals,” she says.

For the month of August, the Library will show Jorli
Pefia: Be the Moon. Pefia is a Piermont-based artist and
writer who uses digital tools to manipulate and expand
upon hand-drawn sketches. This whimsical series

continued on page 9
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(Gardening With Native Plants

hen Piermont Community Garden members
WSandy and Ken built a deck on their property,

they regrettably had to take out a large native
Mountain Laurel. They have been trying to replace it yet
have been having a hard time finding one. One of the
advantages of being in a community garden is that you
have a large base of gardeners you can query!

Sandy sent out an e-mail and thanks to another garden
member she heard about a Native Plant Sale in Westches-
ter. While the sale will be over by the time you receive
this, the good news is that the sale is being sponsored by
a great local-ish organization — The Native Plant Center.
This organization can be a wonderful resource for garden-
ers interested in adding more native and wild plants to
their gardens.

Located on the campus of Westchester Community Col-
lege, the Center’s mission statement reads “To educate
people about the environmental necessity, economic value
and natural beauty of native plants in the Northeast”.

The Center was established in 1998 and was the first
national affiliate of the Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Cen-
ter, which is based in Austin Texas. The first demonstra-
tion garden at the Center was named for the former First
Lady. She and her daughters visited Westchester for the
garden back in 1999.

Their annual Native Plant Sale is open to the public, but
it is a membership based organization members are able
to enter the sale earlier and get the first pick of the plants.
The organization also hosts free, guided field walks in sev-
eral locations, and it holds a multi part workshop called
Confronting Climate Change.

The Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center’s online data-
base www.wildflower.org of thousands of wildflower spe-
cies is another online resource. You can use it to search for
native plants, learn their botanical and common names,
find out what plants are recommended for various loca-
tions, as well as information on blooming time, color, and
more.

I would like to encourage more people to plant some of
our wonderful spring ephemeral wildflowers. They grow
and bloom in the early spring before the trees leaf out.
After that, they die back and “disappear” underground
again till the next year. There are wonderful wildflow-
ers in this category and some of my favorites can be seen
blooming annually in Tallman Mountain Park, right next
to Piermont. In fact, every spring I do at least one per-
sonal wildflower walk through Tallman Mountain Park to
see these flower friends. My many favorites include Trout
Lilies, Dutchman’s Britches, Spring Beauties, Wild Violets,
Jack in The Pulpit and May Apple. Some spring ephemer-
als bloom at the same time, some bloom at different times,
some grow near each other, some have more specific habi-

tats and require knowing where to look to see them.

To see the Dutchman’s Britches, for example, you need to
be able to walk/hike on the trail that goes along the top of
the cliff because this species does not grow along the berm
trails or the other trails the way the Spring Beauties and
Trout Lilies do. The May Apples grow in three different
colonies in specific places as well. To grow these plants at
home might require a bit of research, and maybe some gar-
den adjustments, but they are wonderful plants that can
bring great cheer in the spring.

Native and wild bushes and small understory trees like
Mountain Laurel, Witch Hazel, Shad Bush, Striped Maple
and many more can also be great home garden additions.
These also might require a few garden adjustments, but as
per Ken and Sandy’s example, it is also possible for these
to grow right in your yard, as is, with no special treatment
what so ever. Assuming you can find a plant or seeds to
put in the ground!

For help and guidance, circle back to the Native Plant
Center previously mentioned. Its website is: wccnative-
plant@sunywcc.edu. They have much more info on their
website including an interesting little blurb that reads
“Save Time. Save Money. Go Native! -- Susan Freiman
L |

From the Library, continued from page 8

explores the feminine principle of drawing in the world
you want to create—like the moon draws in the tides—
instead of chasing after it.

For Kids

We will continue with our popular Summer Art Classes
for children entering grades one and up. Classes will
cover a variety of materials and techniques in drawing,
painting, design, sculpture, mixed media, collage, print-
making, and crafts. Inspiration will be taken from the
greats of art history, contemporary artists, and our beau-
tiful surroundings in Piermont on the Hudson River.
Classes are free and all materials are included. Older
clothes and/ or smocks (provided by the library or by
students) are recommended. Classes are held outside
when possible in the Library’s gardens and in adjacent
parks and open space.

The Library will also offer a fun and inspiring Sum-
mer Reading program to encourage our young readers.
This summer’s theme is A Universe of Stories and differ-
ent prizes and activities will be available at the Library
each week with Ms Nancy. Plans are still in the making,
but there are many surprises in store with an outer space
theme.

www.piermontlibrary.org
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Commercial Fishing, continued from page 2

After the spring fishing season was over, we began
crabbing. Blue claw crabs were abundant in the river
from June until October. We would lay out 200 baited
pots and pull out hundreds of crabs each day. We sold
most of them locally to restaurants and small fish stores.

Commercial fishing suffered a fatal blow in 1975
when the DEC banned the sale of striped bass because
PCBs had contaminated them. Two upriver General
Electric plants had inexcusably dumped the poison-
ous stuff into the Hudson. We were still allowed us to
catch shad, but separating them from the bass at the
nets made it not worthwhile. It was the end of commer-
cial fishing in the Hudson.

To fight back we formed the New York State Com-
mercial Fishing Association (my father Don Hardy was
its first President). It, along with Long Island commer-
cial fishermen, sued GE in a class action suit and were
successful in getting some minor compensation. Even-
tually, GE was ordered to dredge the upper Hudson
(north of Albany) to help rid the river of PCB’s. Though
the quality of the river water has somewhat improved,
commercial fishing remains totally banned today. The
DEC has posted ominous warnings for recreational
anglers about eating their catch.

Fishing the Hudson was a way of life for me and my
family. Being out on the boat twice a day was magi-
cal, and the anticipation of each new fishing season was
so exciting. Fortunately, we hired a local photographer
in 1989 who took hundreds of photos over a two-week
period, documenting our fishing operation. Recently, I
showed some of them at a public meeting of the Pier-
mont Civic Association. It was an honor to give peo-
ple a glimpse my family’s fishing operation, and Pier-
mont’s commercial fishing past. — Dennis Hardy

Top: Because of a dispute between the condos and the Village, weeds
blocked river views from the pier’s North Shore walkway for years (as they
did in this 2015 Newsletter photo). The argument has finally been settled.
Bottom: Walkers like Andrea Sherman and her dog Louie can see the river
now. Staff photos

Union Arts Center salutes
Bob Samuels
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BAER & MCINTOSH . .
Sherman Website Design
Debbie Blankfort, Broker/Owner h b t d .
“...assures you the best experience in real estate” shermanwebsite e&gn.com
Does your small business or non-profit
Welcome to well-connected. need a new or updated website?
William Raveis Baer & Mcintosh welcomes you to well-connected.
From our global network to local know how, our agents specialize
in addressing the complete needs of our clientele. Committed to
courtesy every step of the way, we are dedicated to delivering the Modern,
most respectful experience in real estate. Discover the world of Expert
William Raveis Baer & MclIntosh and receive the warmest of welcomes. affordablg and digital
customized ot
websites built marketer,
125 OFFICES. 4000+ AGENTS. 9 STATES. Jocally in proficient,
Connecticut Rhode Island Maine Piermont - in all
Massachusetts ~ Vermont New Jersey L. digita,l
New York New Hampshire Florida dmvmg more /
traffic to your channels
The best in local & global exposure. business
k’a
B LUXURY See my work at:
e DORG/OLIO shermanwebsitedesign.com
o smmone _ alansherman@gmail.com
Visit baerhomes.com & raveis.com. (845) 641-2394
No other site in the county gets more leads than us.
97 S. BROADWAY *« NYACK, NYe+ 845-358-9440
510 PIERMONT AVE ¢« PIERMONT, NY ¢« 845-359-8989

Summer Play Camp
P B RMONT at Blue Rock gZhool

P.B.A. '

Space Still Available
for
Summer 2019

A refreshingly relaxed and creative
approach to summer fun for children
ages 3-11 offering:

Art Gardening
Music Woodworking
Sewing  Nature & Science

478 PIERMONT AVENUE
PIERMONT, NEW YORK

Drama Free Play
Games Swimming
1 0968 Chess Baking

Please register for event at

summerplaycamp@bluerockschool.org
PHONE: 845-359-0240 BLUE ROCK|  orclsssszrozs

110 Demarest Mill Road « West Nyack

www.summerplaycamp.org
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RESTAURANT & BAR ﬂ;'-._" ¥

Pier 701 is open year round and offers outdoor dining on our beach, at
our Tiki Bar and 200 seat deck. Winter months we offer Supper Club
shows Starring Jesse Posa as “Sinatra” and specialty wine pairing
dinners. We offer two private dining rooms for all of life’s special
celebrations. Open for lunch and dinner.

Saturday and Sunday a la carte Brunch.

Contact Vicki in Catering at pier70lcatering@gmail.com for Special

Events

701 Piermont Ave Piermont
NY 10968

¢ \L N:
AR ~Q
Are you looking for ways to plan financially for college? St. Thomas Aquinas College has partnered with RaiseMe

to offer high school students the opportunity to earn "micro-scholarships” for their accomplishments in high school
starting as early as 9th grade, making access to higher education more affordable.

3 ¥
o

At St. Thomas Aquinas College, you'll get a top-ranked education in a supportive environment rich with empowering
experiences — from research and internships to building homes in third-world countries.

‘ Go ahead — build toward a rewarding and successful future.
GET STARTED FREE Go to www.raise.me/join/stac

RaiseMe

NYC Metropolitan Area

% SI'THOMAS AQUIN AS COILEGE (20 minutes from the heart of Manhattan)

ROCKLAND COUNTY e 845.398.4100 « WWW.STAC.EDU
BEST.YOU.EVER. A U.S. News & World Report Top-Tier Institution

14
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CELEBRATIONS
GATHERINGS

GALA AFFAIRS

& OTHER
HISTORIC EVENTS

PHYSTCAL THERAPY

SONLBIRD

PILATES

A Unique Physical Therapy Experience

» Hands on treatment for 55 minutes-1 hour

« Usage of both pilates equipment and traditional
physical therapy exercises

« Post surgical and sports medicine rehabilitation

o Manual therapy including myofascial release ; it
and cranial sacral therapy

o PTSD/trauma treatment

« Happy fun environment :), emotionally supportive

o Home care physical therapy in Piermont
and surrounding areas

fti

Shira Mosbacher, M.S., PT, PMA® - CPT
53(5r(?’ier(r‘)nsor?’rcA\?; « Piermont NY, 10968 845 3 359 ) 5476

songbirdpt@gmail.com 76HOUSE,COM

(845)-359-0456
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Ellis ‘ Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Minuteman
Press.czzmm

WE DESIGN, PRINT & PROMOTE...FOR YOU!

| Contact us for your Free Printing Est:mates |

76 North Broadway | 10% off on orders over $100. with thisad. |

Nyack, NY 10960 - 202 Livingston Street « Northvale, NJ 07647
nancy.swaab@sothebysrealty.com Tel:201-767-6870+ Fax: 201-767-6871
Specializing in the Rivertowns NorthvaleNJ@MinutemanPress.com

Nancy Swaab
Associate Broker

845-641-6583

Better
o [Jomes

and Gardens

BAND REAL ESTATE
GEORGINE

ADDEO
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson

MUSIC FOR THE MOST .
MEMORABLE MOMENTS
845-358-7171 Office

OF YOURLIFE 914-261-6031  Mobile
i 845-358-7367  Fax

georgine.addeo@randrealty.com

BETTER HOMES AND GARDENS REAL ESTATE

= A - = : _. % = Bonnie Chapin RAND REALTY
WWW EYBAND".COM_ - Abigail Rose and Lily Too 46 South Broadway
EDWIN@EVBANDGOM - 500 Piermont Avenue Hyack, N 10760
 845-365-4532 Piermont, New York 10968 www.randrealty.com

: o georgineaddeo.randrealty.com

e s 845 359-4649

4 AVAILABLE FOR TRAVEL o o @ An Independently Owned and Operated Franchisee
2 e : = : e of Better Homes and Gardens'Real Estate LLC.
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Mimi’s Plate

Mimi Platas-Owner - 33 Old Tappan Road - Tappan, NY 10983
Ph: 845-359-MIMI (6464) Fax: 845-359-6469
www.mimisplate.com

845-358-5115
FAX 845-358-7092

WALTER R. SEVASTIAN

ATTORNEY AT LAW

CLERMONT ON THE HUDSON
3 MAIN STREET, SUITE 1
NYACK, NEW YORK 10960

o\‘“e\‘ Extermmat,,,g z‘arrv Siegel
K g
Q

™
“For Whatever Bugs You”

Monroe, N.Y. Spring Valley
(845) 782-0260 (845) 352-1147
E-Mail: bugrunner71@ hotmail.com

- 10% OFF with this AD -

845-638-2897
8H5-304-454]

ellyni026@actcom
&/ ElignCohenCommunications

Ellyn Cohen Communications

When Your Presentation Matters

Speaker Training - Copy Writing ~ Articles
Speech Writing - Interview Preparation - Workshops

BOOHS&

IGREC

271 Livingston 5L,
Modthvale E4T

TINGS

 201-784-26865

A UNIQUE SERVICE SALO

4 NORTH B"WAY. NYACK NY 10060+ 845-350-6205

www. riverwavessalon com
MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN WELCOME

Noemi Morales Barile, GRI, CNRS
Associate Real Estate Broker
Previews® Specialist

(845) 494-5015 Cell, (862) 345-2457 Fax
(845) 634-0400 Ext. 232 Office
Noemi@noemimorales.com

colbwelLL
BANKER

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

170 North Main Street
New City, NY 10956

CARTUS

Owned And Operated By NRT LLC.

www.NoemiMoralesBarile.com
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We Buy Gold, Silver, - - [ ; . Ga"ery
Diamonds and Watches "F v o i Performances
Union Arts Center Healing Arts

AB ARTISANS

Fine €state Jewelry & Custom Designs
Vintoge Watches

474 Piermont Avenue
Piermont, New York 10968 email: info@abartisans.com
845-359-6639 website: www.abartisans.com

1
|

482 Piermont Avenue
Piermont, New York 10968
845.848.2923 5 Roundhouse Rd Tel. 845.680.6460
riverfowntaphouse@gmail.com Piermont, NY 10968

www.sidewalkbistro.com sidewalkbistro@aol.com

{ g RISTORANTE & VINOTECA

Jatn&{y awned and a,aacaécd dince 7987

Fine Itallan Cunsme in Beautiful Piermont NY on the Hudson

B F s "'--5 ?‘1--‘ arF
B

Call to book your private SIV party rooms

200 Ash St., Piermont, NY 10968

(845) 365-1911 comcettiomcpiermont.com
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623 MAIN 5T

- PRESENCE
OF PIERMONT

SPARKILL WY

(845) 359-2348 ASE Certified

BFFphotography&art

SPARKILL EAST SIDE AUTOMOTIVE INC. Betsy Franco Feeney

FOREIGN And DOMESTIC CARS
+ Motor Overhauls « Automatic Transmissons
* NY.S. Inspactions » NYS Emissions Certitied Corporate Headshots
« 24 Hour Towing « Latest Diagnostic Equipment Events =~ Families
“Service From Bumper To Bumper”
JOE VERRINO 590 Washington Street
T o 2iE inglon Stree! 914.645.6551 Dbffphotography.com

Qv &
WILLIAM RAVEIS
Baeré&’Mclntosh -

REAL ESTATE

KITCHEN AND BAR

ELLEN HILBURG - Associate Broker
914.772.5858
Eh.river@verizon.net « www.EllenHilburg.com
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Piermont Market Report for 1st Quarter 2019

Unit sales in Piermont for single family homes in the first quarter 2019
vs. 2018 are the same. Dollar Volume went down by almost one-third
and average selling price decreased about 27% to $566,250.

This simply translates to less expensive homes are selling.

Good news is our listing on Stevenson Street is now under contract,
asking $1,550,000. This is the first home to sell over $1M in the
village in 2019.

~

- L‘#"- ‘/‘"IJ‘ 0
E‘i‘ﬂ\lﬁ‘ bﬁ\k‘iﬂ To learn more about the local market or value of your property,

‘ﬁkvﬁ Ii contact Ellis Sotheby's International Realty.

Perfect waterfront getaway with incredible protected views of the Hudson River marsh. $850,000

Grandview Piermont Piermont Piermont Piermont

Glorious Hudson River Original 1826 Charming village Nearly new 3 BR house in center Charming 1912 colonial with 4BR Stunning new 5BR custom built
views from this lovely 3 BR home w/separate parcel on of jewel-like village of Piermont. & panoramic Hudson River views. home with Hudson River views.
home. $624,800 creek. $575,000 Asking $600,000 $850,000 Asking $1,550,000

76 North Broadway, Nyack, NY

845.353.4250 Ellis S OthebY’S

ellissothebysrealty.com | & in INTERNATIONAL REALTY




