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Re-thinking Village Hall

we reported that the Village Board

had selected a renovation plan for
Village Hall

The Board had asked its engineer-
ing consultants to come up with a ball-
park estimate which would bring the
police facilities up to code and
upgrade Village administrative
offices. A cost of 1.25 - 1.5 million dol-
lars was estimated. As the Board has
continued to think about the proposal,
their thinking has changed.

In July, it was revealed that the
Board will be looking at other options
before it moves ahead with a plan
drawn up by architect Robert Silarski.
This change of heart came as a wel-
come surprise to residents who were
convinced that not enough options
were being examined.

Two concerns are fueling the recon-
sideration. The estimate for the renova-
tion didn't include the significant
expense and disruption of relocating
the administrative staff, court, and
police to temporary facilities during the
year or so of construction. In addition,
the costly renovation, while it would
bring the police station into NY State
code compliance, would cut down the
size of the upstairs meeting room by
40%, adding little additional space for
the clerk’s office and court needs.

Mayor Ed Traynor told the Newslet-
ter that he is interested in re-opening
the discussion of using the Piermont-
owned Plastifold property (named for
a former occupant) on Ohio Street, just
west of Piermont Landing's Parking
Lot D. Flooding and site pollution
from earlier industrial uses have
steered the village away from using
this site for anything other than sand
and salt storage. “Its designation as a
brownfields {polluted} site by New
York State could actually offer the vil-
lage an advantage,” said Traynor.
“There is state grant money available
for remediation and construction on
these areas when projects are deemed

In the last issue of the Newsletter,

for the public good. If a portion of the
costs could be covered, it would make
sense.” There is also talk of acquiring
the large “island” of grass on the north
side of Gair Street as you enter Pier-
mont Landing from Main Street. It is
currently owned by Phil Griffin. If a
separate police station were built, the
administrative and court offices could
move into the Village Hall space once
used by the police department,
although some upgrading of the Vil-
lage Hall would still be needed.
Trustee Devan has suggested the
possibility of selling the current Vil-
lage Hall to help fund a completely
new, all-inclusive municipal building,.
If the Village Hall were sold at an esti-
mated $950K, the size of the bond for
a new building could be significantly
less than the one needed for a renova-
tion. And some of that debt service
could be paid by the tax revenue gen-
erated by a privately-owned Village

Hall building. Devan thinks this could
be a financially smart option for the
village. Concerns over the loss of the
historic Village Hall building, a com-
munity focal point since its construc-
tion in 1938, could possibly be
addressed by a condition in the con-
tract of sale that the building not be
demolished, and that the facade
remain intact.

The entire Board is determined to

keep the momentum of this project
going. There is particular urgency to
address police station conditions
which do not meet state minimum
standards. Additionally, the Village
Hall roof is in need of replacement,
and that job is being held at bay until
the building's future is decided. “We
must act now,” says Trustee Joan Gus-
sow. Trustee Chris Sanders agrees: “At
this point it's about cost and time. I am
waiting to see the tail of the tape.”

~Margaret Grace
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Islands in the srram.

See story on page 3.
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Ed Traynor Leaving Office With No Regrets

Ed Traynor

hen Piermont first elected
Ed Traynor mayor six years
ago there was little coopera-

tion between village departments.
“That was one of the things I saw as a
major problem with the government,”
recalled Traynor, who will be stepping
down from his post in December.

“We suffered in 1999 when Tropical
Storm Floyd slammed Piermont
because there was no communication
between departments,” added
Traynor, who was on the Village Board
then. “They knew it. They said it. They
weren’t working as a team. When I

was elected, the team concept was
what we focused on.

“The communication and coopera-
tion between heads of departments is
just phenomenal now,” he remarked
with satisfaction, ranking it as one of
his major accomplishments. “They
work like one unit. They support each
other. If you had gone to a board meet-
ing 10 years ago you would not have
seen the police chief, the fire chief and
head of the Highway Department sit-
ting together like they do now.”

Over the years, the village has seen
many changes in its professional lead-
ers. Traynor appointed most of them.
“In general, across-the-board, the vil-
lage employees are more profes-
sional,” he says. Few would disagree
with that assessment. They include
the village attorney, village clerk,
highway department head, building
inspector, police chief and judge.

The toughest decision Piermont’s
54-year-old Mayor made was to
reassess the village. This came after
lawsuits from various condominium
boards pointed out the inequities in
the tax rolls. Traynor’s village friends,
advisers, as well as politicians across
Rockland County, urged him to just
reassess the condominiums and leave
the single-family houses alone. They
told him to do otherwise was political
suicide.

“They said I was crazy to do it,” he
recounts. “They told me it is too big a
task, you'll make too many enemies
and you’ll have too many problems. I
felt strongly that it really was the fair
thing to do,” he said. “I knew it would
affect some people, including friends,
in a negative way. That was tough. I
am happy to say my friends are still
my friends.

“The overall feedback I have gotten
about the reassessment has been very,
very positive,” he went on. “Even peo-
ple who have had an increase in taxes
have told me, ‘you know it was the
right thing to do, the fair thing to do.””
There’s little doubt that Traynor
would easily be reelected if he choose

to run again.

He hasn’t always been in step with
the people. He ended up dropping
three major initiatives in the face of
heavy opposition. The first was a pro-
posal to move the train station down-
town and use it as a visitors’ center. He
also was a backer of a scheme to estab-
lish historic districts in Piermont. More
recently, he had supported a plan to
gut and rebuild the Village Hall.

“Being mayor is a real learning
experience,” he says philosophically.
“When those things were going on, I
had to keep reminding myself that I
am there to represent the residents.
Often I thought I knew what was best,

continued on page 17

WHERE EVERY CHILD IS AN HONORED STUDENT

At Blue Rack School we offer
intordicciplinary claccoe, 2 nurturing
environment and hands-on experience
* Day School! for grades Pre-K-8
o New After School Program
* Open House Jan, 27, 10-12

& BLUE ROCK SCHOOL

110 Demarest Mill Rd, West Nyack, NY 10994 #(845) 627-0234
& Blue Rock is a not-for-profit day school
® www.bluerockschool.org

A W APPLIANCE CO., LTD.

Repairs On All Makes & Models
Washers ¢ Dryers » Dishwashers ¢ Refrigerators
Ranges * Cooktops * Wall Ovens ¢ Disposers
Air Conditioning * Compactors ¢ Instant Hot

(845) 634-6466
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Creek Silt Not Moving Tomorrow

-
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Water over the dam. High water in early summer. Photo by Sally Savage

on’t expect them to be dig-
Dg'mg up silt from the Sparkill

Creek anytime soon. Scien-
tists at the State Department of Envi-
ronmental Conservation (DEC) are
analyzing a 15-page report on the
pollutants found in six samples
taken in July from the millpond sec-
tion of the waterway. The type and
level of pollution will determine the
cost of its disposal.

“Nothing jumps out—nothing

seems horrible in the report,” reported
Ed Devine, who heads the Rockland
County Drainage Agency. It ordered
the sampling in response to Connie
Coker, who has been concerned about
the silting that in recent years has cre-
ated large islands in the waterway.
Coker, Piermont’s representative in
the Rockland County Legislature, held
a Village Hall meeting with Devine
and other officials this spring about
attacking the problem.

MA.,CSW.

Psychotherapy

48 burcl Strcct
Nyack NY 10960

Celia Smith K atzen

(845) 365-6306
by appointmcnt
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“It could take the DEC a couple of
months to tell us what they recom-
mend we do with the silt once it is
removed,” said Devine, describing a
tedious process filled with bureau-
cratic hurdles that have to be jumped
before anything happens. After
Devine’s Drainage Agency reviews
the state report, it will send it for
more reviews to the Corps of Army
Engineers and another section of the
state DEC.

Once those two reports come back,
the Drainage Agency makes its rec-
ommendations to the county execu-
tive and the County Legislature.
Politics are certain to come into play at
that stage.

20 YEARS CATERING EXPERIENCE TO
ASSIST YOU WITH THE PERFECT SELECTIONS
* X * *
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STREET WALKING

Another Landmark Gone

Rick’s Piermont Pictures, the video
store that so long served the TV
crowd with every sort of tape and
DVD imaginable, has decided to close
its doors. A reason given by a staffer

was the ascendency of Netflix and
other online sources that dominate the
field today.

For years, the store on River Road
was a mecca not only for nearby resi-
dents but for film buffs throughout the
region, because no matter what they
were seeking, whether classic or just
released, they would probably find it
at Rick’s. Also to be missed is the sign
outside with echoes of Casablanca
and, which depicted a craggy alp with
the store name, Piermont Pictures,
floating like the big Hollywood pro-
duction company with a remarkably
similar name.

Meanwhile, proprietor Ric Pantale
has gone on to newer and bigger chal-
lenges. His movie “Delilah Rose” has
completed principal photogaphy and
is in the editing stage. “We are very
excited about the movie, because we
honestly feel we have somethin

good,” Ric says.

During the production he used
many local youths as part of the crew,
where they learned filmmaking and
its process. You can see the website,
delilahrosefilm.net, and catch up with
some of their doings while making the
picture.

“We hope to enter Sundance(win-
ter) and Tribeca (spring) film festivals
with the hope that it gets picked up for
distribution,” Ric says. “All in all, it
was a fun shoot, and I am now work-
ing on a Lewis&Clark screenplay for
HBO.

Fruit of the Vine

Piermont Fine Wine & Spirits is now
the property of Jung Kim, who saw the
previous owner off to a new job in
Martha’s Vineyard. Kim is a wine
enthusiast who has introduced new
brands in every price range since he
bought the store in November. His goal
is to please all tastes and pocketbooks,
including special ordering and stock-
ing of your personal preferences. His
prices are competitive with the larger
commercial establishments. He stays
open 7 days a week. Kim, who lives
across the street from the store, keeps a
photo of the original owners, George
and Emma Walters, on the wall for the
benefit of sentimental old-timers.

Inside the Qutside

Some things just grow naturally
and organically. That seems to be the
case with flowers, but it also seems to
be the case with a new shop that
opened on Ferdon Avenue in the for-
mer E&F Flower Shop.
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Joe Serra and Bill Walsh, who own
the house next door, bought the build-
ing soon after the flower shop owners
retired. And then they wondered what
to do with the building. Instead of
renting it out, they fitted it out with
salvaged barn siding and faux tex-
tured painting and opened it as a shop
and art gallery called ‘The Outside in
Piermont.”

It has an easy-going, attractive
aspect. It has been open on weekends
since the end of June. In good part it’s
a hobby, but a very generous one. Bill
works as a nurse in community health
services and Joe is director of informa-
tion technology at Verizon Wireless.
Their jobs support the shop and
gallery.

“Qur original thought was to reach
out and just see what developed. Peo-
ple started coming to us. It’s all hap-
pened. . .well, organically. We're just
along for the ride,” Bill said.The part-
ners grow culinary and medicinal
herbs in the building’s greenhouse
and they sell a range of organic garden
materials and some sturdy hand-
forged garden tools. In a conservation-
ist spirit, they offer a ‘friendly’ mouse
trap that frees the mouse, and a tiny
vacuum cleaner to evict spiders.

A gallery provides a showcase for
local artists. “We like artwork and
pottery that is recycled, salvaged,
unique, hand-made and hand
thrown.” There are birdhouses made
from driftwood washed up on Pier-
mont Pier. There are water colors by
Robert Adzima, ceramic houses by
Marlena Sanders, photographs by
Phyllis Segura and Tom Artin and pot-

Steven McCune
Physical Therapist, FES

135 E. Erie Street
Blauvelt, NY 10913

Gregory Stemkowski

Phiysical Therapist, CSGCS, FPES

PHYSICAL THERAPY

o
Phone: 845-680-COR
Fax: 845-680-2675

CIBELLE

HAIR CUTTING & DESIGN
BRAIDING & SPECIALTY STYLING

BODY WAVING

CUSTOM & CORRECTIVE COLORING

845 359-2892
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tery by Jane Herold. There are cloth col-
lages by Pat Gallway and painted drift-
wood  sculptures.  “Ninety-eight
percent of the work is from artists in
this area,” Joe said. “We want to show-
case the local community and represent
visually what it is to be in Piermont.”
Their genuine interest in the com-
munity goes a generous step further.
Working with the Creative Arts
Department of Camp Venture on
Route 340, Joe and Bill have provided
space in the building for horticultural
therapy classes and a ceramics pro-
gram. Pottery made by students will
be sold in the shop with all proceeds
going to Camp Venture. Stop by for
some hot coffee. And try some deli-
cious pastry and jams and jellies made
by Dawn Howell of Piermont. You'll
enjoy the very interesting artwork.
The Outside in Piermont is open
Thursday through Sunday from 11 to
6. The phone number is (845)398-0706.

-

Bill Walsh and Joe Serra. Photo by
Fred Burrell

Fish Kill on Sparkill

tanding at ease on his porch in
Searly June, the reeds in the Marsh

swaying into a mirage within the
Creek, Bill Herguth heard a raucous,
alien sound. It was a noise somehow
like a gasoline powered generator.
Around a curve in the Creek, an open
boat appeared with two men standing
in the bow. Each had a scoop net. As
they got closer, Bill saw that they were
scooping up fish— not very lively fish.

In the back of the boat, Bill saw a
generator and concluded that the men
were catching fish by electrocuting
them. He called the cops.

By the time the police arrived, the
two fish scoopers, a third man, their
18-foot open boat and the generator
were pulled up to the shore across
from Kane Park as kids watched. They
told the police that they belonged to
the New York State Department of
Environmental Conservation (DEC)
and were doing their job. Bill noticed
a small DEC sticker on the side of the
boat. There was also a sign saying
“High voltage. Stay clear.”

Bill can drop a fishing line into the
water from his porch. He knows a
great deal about the River and the
Marsh. His business, Paradise Boats,
rents out kayaks and canoes, and Bill
takes city-folk on tours. He cares a lot
about the Marsh and its birds and ani-
mals and fish. He quite rightly consid-
ers himself “Keeper of the Marsh.”

Bill was appalled that the DEC itself
was electrocuting fish. He talked to
Kathy Hatttalah, fishery biologist in
the Bureau of Marine Resources in the

y Fred Burrell

Photo

DEC. She said the DEC was indeed
“electro-fishing.” She said it is a stan-
dard annual procedure and they’ve
been doing it in the Hudson for years.
The purpose is to sample various
species of fish in different parts of the
River to see how much mercury or
PCB'’s they contain.

Ms. Hattalah said that they use elec-
tric generators to stun the fish, so they
will float to the surface. After they are
scooped up, the different species from
various locations are sent to a labora-
tory where they are mashed up in a
blender, then tested for mercury and
PCB content.

As to how much “collateral dam-
age” there was—incidental fish
stunned or electrocuted, Ms. Hattalah
said she couldn’t say. But Bill has
plenty to say: “They shouldn’t be elec-
trocuting fish where kids can see them
from Kane Park. They can sample fish
other places, but not in my Creek.”

Alfred & Benita Ginsberg

AB ARTISANS

Fine €state Jewelry & Custom Designs

Vintage Watches

474 Piermont Rvenue
Piermont, New York 10968
845-359-6639

emall: info@abartisans.com
website: www.abartisans.com

Cafe Fortofino

“Where Romance Begins”

587 Piermont Ave.
Piermont, N.Y. 10768

845-359-7300
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Re-thinking Village Hall

we reported that the Village Board

had selected a renovation plan for
Village Hall

The Board had asked its engineer-
ing consultants to come up with a ball-
park estimate which would bring the
police facilities up to code and
upgrade Village administrative
offices. A cost of 1.25 - 1.5 million dol-
lars was estimated. As the Board has
continued to think about the proposal,
their thinking has changed.

In July, it was revealed that the
Board will be looking at other options
before it moves ahead with a plan
drawn up by architect Robert Silarski.
This change of heart came as a wel-
come surprise to residents who were
convinced that not enough options
were being examined.

Two concerns are fueling the recon-
sideration. The estimate for the renova-
tion didn't include the significant
expense and disruption of relocating
the administrative staff, court, and
police to temporary facilities during the
year or so of construction. In addition,
the costly renovation, while it would
bring the police station into NY State
code compliance, would cut down the
size of the upstairs meeting room by
40%, adding little additional space for
the clerk’s office and court needs.

Mayor Ed Traynor told the Newslet-
ter that he is interested in re-opening
the discussion of using the Piermont-
owned Plastifold property (named for
a former occupant) on Ohio Street, just
west of Piermont Landing's Parking
Lot D. Flooding and site pollution
from earlier industrial uses have
steered the village away from using
this site for anything other than sand
and salt storage. “Its designation as a
brownfields {polluted} site by New
York State could actually offer the vil-
lage an advantage,” said Traynor.
“There is state grant money available
for remediation and construction on
these areas when projects are deemed

In the last issue of the Newsletter,

for the public good. If a portion of the
costs could be covered, it would make
sense.” There is also talk of acquiring
the large “island” of grass on the north
side of Gair Street as you enter Pier-
mont Landing from Main Street. It is
currently owned by Phil Griffin. If a
separate police station were built, the
administrative and court offices could
move into the Village Hall space once
used by the police department,
although some upgrading of the Vil-
lage Hall would still be needed.
Trustee Devan has suggested the
possibility of selling the current Vil-
lage Hall to help fund a completely
new, all-inclusive municipal building.
If the Village Hall were sold at an esti-
mated $950K, the size of the bond for
a new building could be significantly
less than the one needed for a renova-
tion. And some of that debt service
could be paid by the tax revenue gen-
erated by a privately-owned Village

Hall building. Devan thinks this could
be a financially smart option for the
village. Concerns over the loss of the
historic Village Hall building, a com-
munity focal point since its construc-
tion in 1938, could possibly be
addressed by a condition in the con-
tract of sale that the building not be
demolished, and that the fagade
remain intact.

The entire Board is determined to
keep the momentum of this project
going. There is particular urgency to
address police station conditions
which do not meet state minimum
standards. Additionally, the Village
Hall roof is in need of replacement,
and that job is being held at bay until
the building's future is decided. “We
must act now,” says Trustee Joan Gus-
sow. Trustee Chris Sanders agrees: “At
this point it's about cost and time. Iam
waiting to see the tail of the tape.”

~Margaret Grace
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Islands in the stream. See story on page 3.







