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Village Borrows Big To Pay Bills

he Village Board, suddenly
I discovering that Piermont is
not living within it's $2.5
million budget and is almost
broke, has voted unanimously to
borrow $341,450 so that the vil-
lage can continue to meet its pay-
roll and pay its other bills. The
dramatic crisis also revealed long
simmering differences between the
Mayor and his former budget offi-
cer.

Mayor Dennis Hardy
mostly blamed the fiscal
mess on tropical storm Floyd,
which devastated Piermont
last fall. Trustee Fred Devan,
who the Mayor dumped as
budget officer February 1,
said bad management and
lax record keeping caused
the problems.

"I think it's extremely
important that we all agree
that we have to have the tools
necessary in the future to get
a little bit of a handle on what
our finances are," Devan said
before the vote. "If we don't,
we're going to be repeating
ourselves like the movie
‘Groundhog Day.™ But both
the Mayor and Trustee Ed
Traynor, his deputy, say
those problems are almost
over.

The Mayor, critics charge,
had switched the time for the

potentially embarrassing meeting,
hoping that no one would attend.
Originally, the unusually light,
two-item agenda for the February
29 session called for a routine
review of the police budget and a
labor negotiations update. Ho-
hum, even by village government
standards.

But at 2:28 p.m. that day, every-
thing changed. The village clerk
was told to add a murkily worded

new item, "Resolution Authorizing
Budget," and to shift the meeting
from 8 p.m. to 7 p.m. The new
agenda was posted on the Village
Hall bulletin board, but none of
the people who had been sent the
earlier version were told of the
change. At the last minute, how-
ever, a few discovered the switch.
When the Board was challenged
about it, Village Attorney Ray Ico-
continued on page 13

Moon Over Piermont. Photo by Fred Burrell
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n era has ended in Pier-
Amont. For the first time in

‘more¢ than 60 years, the
Fourth of July weekend will pass
quietly here without a carnival or
fireworks. To most kids and some
adults, it will be as-sad as if
someone canceled Christmas.
But Police Chief Tom Gaynor, his
men and many other Piermonters
will miss the yearly four-day
beery bash about as much as
they'd miss another tropical
storm Floyd.

One of the first people I broke
the news to leaped immediately to
the conclusion that "it was those
new people on the pier that had it
stopped.” That says something
about how many of us distrust
and suspect strangers. It, sadly,
is nothing new here, but it's 2000
now. not 1900. and we finally
need to get over that.

The truth is it was the firemen
themselves who decided to end it
because they had trouble getting
volunteers to do the work. It's
tougher than it once was to find
folks willing to give up parts of a
holiday weekend for a fund-
raiser. That same difficulty has
forced the Piermont Civic Associ-
ation to cancel its annual Labor
Day Bluegrass Festival.

The Fire Department had been
using the approximately $10,000

it makes from the carnival to pay
for its Inspection Dinner. Each
year it invites all the members,

their significant others and some
officials to watch new officers
installed at the event. Coinciden-
tally, the village has been spend-
ing $10,000 a year in police and
Highway Department overtime in
support of the carnival and fire-
works. The Village Board voted
unanimously to give that money
to the Fire Department so it can
continue the dinners.

My memories of the carnival
stretch all the way back to the
late 1940s when my parents,
afraid because of a polio epi-
demic, stopped my sister and me
and from going. More recently, I
was a regular at a friend’s annual
Fourth party up on Orchard Ter-
race. She'd invite a bunch of us to
watch the fireworks. The trouble
was that from her porch you
could hear them fine although
you couldn't actually see them.

But she’s a most gracious and
generous hostess and so for years
no one mentioned that little diffi-
culty. Then one night, after a few
too many drinks, a guest told her,
"You know, this is like fireworks
for blind people.” Soon after, she
stopped throwing the party.

I miss those get togethers and,
in some ways, I'll miss the carni-

val and fireworks too. Yet, it sure
will be nice not having our village
packed with that the sometimes-
rowdy crowd. I'll also enjoy coming
home on that weekend without
having to explain to a stern-faced
sheriff's deputy that we are indeed
genuine Piermonters.

Most old-time Piermont resi-
dents can't remember a time
before the carnival. Mayor Hardy
is one of those. "I'm not sure what
I'll do July Fourth without it," he
told us a little wistfully. He's not
alone.

~Bob Samuels
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he Piermont Railroad Sta-
I tion would do nicely. In
February the Village Board
passed Trustee Rod Johnson's
resolution declaring its purpose
and intent “to acquire and dedi-
cate the Property as a municipal
park and to preserve the Station
Building as a structure of local
architectural and historic signifi-
cance...” Its preservation can't
happen fast enough. The station’s
dreary gray siding, unkempt yard
and darkened windows make this
historic building look as though
it's literally fading away.
Piermont's railroad heritage is
significant—we were the first Hud-
son River center with railroad ser-
vice to Albany and Western New
York State. The station house, now
#50 Ash Street, was constructed in
the early 1900s to accommodate
trans state travcllers as well as
local commuters. In 1966 Erie
Railroad stopped running in Pier-
mont altogether and the building
was deeded to the Piermont sta-
tionmaster, Mrs. Belle Kelly for use
as a private home. It was later
occupied by her son Tom who lived

there until his-death in 1997. Dur-
ing that time Tom “secured his
borders”, and seriously discour-
aged trespassers in the form of
hikers along the Erie Path, who
now detoured at Ash Street, rejoin-
ing the path behind the library.
Tom Kelly left no apparent heirs,
so the future of the property will be
in the hands of New York State
Probate Court.

It is the intention of the board's
resolution to make a case to the
state that the highest and best use
of this property lies with the Vil-
lage of Piermont. The Board's res-
olution also states that acquisition
of the station is consistent with the

Local Waterfront Revitalization
Program, not only because of its
historic significance, but also
because it is in the public interest
to fill the ownership gap created by
the station property on the Erie
Path, which is a public park that
runs from Sparkill to South Nyack
along the old Erie trackbed.
When will New York State
release the property for sale? At
what cost? Both questions are
unanswered as of now. But the Vil-
lage Board has made a wise move
in going on record with it's interest
and intent. Lets hope we're not too
late.
~Margaret Grace
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Eileen Gress
Superintendent of Schools

February 8, 2000

ithin the Village of Pier-
s;‘ } mont, sloping uphill
between the Erie path

and the Tappan Zee Elementary
School, lies a wild tract of land
whose existence is unknown to
many of Piermont's newer resi-
dents and whose walking paths
are accessible only to those who
know the entrance. Accented with
100 ft tulip trees, fairy-tale forests
of black locusts, and stands of
pin-oak and sassafras that flame
scarlet and gold in the fall, the
tract called The Cowboy Fields*
also boasts a bubbling brook,
clumps of ferns and wetland
sedges, beds of sphagnum moss,
and even a field of daylillies.
There are companies of birds, ver-
nal pools, and little Whiton pond
has benches for duck watching. It
is a place to dream in.

Out of the sight of most
villagers of late, this extraordi-
nary tract of wildland has
inevitably tempted development
over the years. But villagers famil-
iar with the site have long
believed that it was destined to
become a park.

Last year alarms were set off by

Mr. Daniel Sherman
circulation of a

sketch that
showed a road
that began on
the Village-
owned Erie
path and ran
through  the
Cowboy Fields
all the way up

New York, NY 10011

Dear Mr. Sherman:

to 9W, bor- -

dered by 20 .. 4

townhouses, a Cgl-mffxm
Eilleen Gress

dozen or more
single family
dwellings and
seven “skyline"”
estates.

Just about
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Superintendent of Schools

SOUTH ORANGETOWN CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
160 Van Wyck Road + Blauvelt, NY 10913 + 914-680-1050 « Fax 914-680-1900

33 West 17" Street, Suite 9 West

In response to rumors that the South Orangetown School District may be considering
selling or developing the open space portion of the school property in Piermont known
as the Cowboy Fieids, it can be known that the School District has no such intentions.
The school district feels this is in the best interest of the community.

We have had a request by the Division of Environmental Resources to initiate a review
of the Cowboy Fields for possible acquisition of the property into the Rockland County
Open Space Acquisition Program. The Board has indicated its interest in an initial
exploration. However, it is not committed to selling the property at this time.

| am delighted that the community is pleased to know of our commitment to the Cowboy
Fields. We look forward to working closely with the community as we move forward.

the time that

the map began circulating,
County Executive C. Scott Van-
derhoef announced a plan to use
County funds to preserve "envi-
ronmentally sensitive land"
parcels nominated by Rockland
citizens. Several Piermont citizens
already concerned about the
Cowboy Fields, sent in recom-
mendations explaining why this
plot should be among the lands
considered. When the Journal

News announced the nomina-
tions in February, Piermont's for-
est was among them.

The 40 acres in question have
been the property of the South
Orangetown School District for
decades, although there was a
time in the early 80's when there
was a threat that school proper-
ties would be sold and 250 units
of housing built on this cite.
Learning last year that Piermont




landscape architect Dan Sherman had contacted the
PIP to seek their help in preserving the the land,
School District Superintendent Eileen Gress recently
took the trouble to officially squash rumors of an
impending sale. (see letter) The school district has no
interest in selling the Cowboy Fields property for
development, she told Sherman, "feeling that this is
in the best interest of the community."

Meanwhile, several members of the Village Board
have expressed willingness to consider using some of
the tax money that will flow to the village on comple-
tion of the pier development to help acquire the Cow-
boy Fields as a park. The last time a large open space
—the pier—became available in Piermont, the village
could not afford to acquire it. There would be a kind
of happy justice in using part of the taxes that loss
has generated to preserve what is the last large open
tract of land in Piermont. Quite suddenly, it begins to
look as if town, country and village funds might be
combined to preserve this beautiful piece of land for
ourselves, our children and their children.

But for the County to take an interest in preserving
a property, there must be widespread community
interest in its preservation, which means that the
Cowboy Fields need to be more widely known by Pier-
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Pat Yadanza (second from left) presides over an

mont residents beyond the adults who played there
as children and the hikers who have already walked
there. Your chance is now. In April, in celebration of
Earth Month, Grace Mitchell will mount an exhibition
at the library featuring the first real "map" of the area
with access points and sites of interest noted. For
those who would like to visit Cowboy Fields on the
ground, a self-appointed Piermont Conservation
Committee is hoping to organize a series of weekend
walking tours led by villagers who can identify various
trees, plants, birds and other wildlife of this very spe-
cial plot of land. Stay tuned.

~Joan Gussow

Editor’s Note -

How THE CowBoy FIELDS GOT THEIR NAME
(SOME SPECULATION)

Cowboys rode the trails into the fields behind the cle-
mentary school property as recently as the mid-
nineteen eighties. I remember them cantering by on
Sunday afternoons on south Piermont Avenue.

The riders were members of the Interstate Cowboy
Club of Sparkill. They rode out of the stable behind Bob
Pierson’s house—a place once surrounded by a split-
rail fence (now surrounded by a subdivision) across
from what is now the Mountain House Tavern. The
organization was founded in the late 1940's by Bill

Secor of Nanuet. The club boasted as many
' as 75 members at times, and had a junior
. division of more that 30 younger riders.
The Interstate Cowboys raised funds for
charities by holding horse shows in
Sparkill, and having an occasional rodeo at

Bills large corral in Nanuet. The groups
. disbanded a decade ago, and while mem-
. bers Pat Yandanza and his wife Mollie of
. Sparkill say otherwise—it's the Cowboy
. Club's riders that I associate with the name
Cowboy Fields. Bill Hickey of Piermont,
whose wife Ronnie was a junior member,
attributes the name Cowboy Fields to the
fact that for decades the wooded acreage
was the favorite place for local kids to play

“Cowboys and Indians”.

Interstate Cowboy Club

meeting in the Pierson's Sparkill barn, circa 1960. The mural is a discarded
Chrysler Motors Corp. billboard from their “1000 Horses" ad campaign.




ave you grown weary of the
thperactive national presi-

dential race? Welcome to
the polar opposite - Piermont's
local contest lot for two trustee
positions. Voting will take place on
election day, March 21, but, as
often happens in Piermont, that
contest will be “no-contest”. Here's
why.

Piermont's candidates are cho-
sen by the caucuses of its various
political parties. If the caucus win-
ners run unopposed by indepen-
dent candidates, a win at the
caucus means a win at the polls.
What about a battle between polit-
ical parties? For the most part,
issues that define Republican and
Democratic parties at a national
level are not the issues that drive
village politics. When there is a
contest, it's about very local con-
cerns - taxes, development and,
well, taxes.

Piermont has been a Democratic
party stronghold since its early
factory days. Its caucus is the first
held each election year. This year,
as is often the case, the candidates
who won the Democratic caucus,
sought and won the endorsement
the Republican Party. With no
challengers from Republicans or
Independents (Village Party), their
election is pro-forma. So in this
election year 2000, with 67 people
voting at the Democratic Caucus,
and 12 at the Republican Caucus,
our next two village trustees are
chosen by 88 caucus-voting resi-

Piermont Election 200

dents in a village with 874 regis-
tered voters.

The Democratic caucus itself
did have some surprises. While
word was out in advance that Pier
resident Curtis Lowey and demo-
cratic activist Jamie Howarth
would seek the trustee positions, a
third candidate came forward -
Elise Knight, nominated by Pier-

Voting takes place at Vil-
lage Hall on election day,
March 21, from 6 am - 9
pm, Flex those muscles
of democracy and vote!

mont Mayor Dennis Hardy. Elise,
a vocal critic of bicyclists and traf-
fic on Plermont Avenue, lost at the
caucus. Asked if she would run as
an independent, by The Journal News
Elise answered “no", concerned
that that she would have to com-
promise her positions if she
became part of the ruling party.
Elsie if also deferring to a very
busy professional acting schedule.
(Yes, that was Elise in Law and
Order, playing a Russian prosti-
tute—she was terrific).

Our Candidates

Trustee  candidate Jamie
Howarth, a producer for ABC tele-

vision, has served the Village as a .

member of the Zoning Board of
Appeals and Planning Board. As a

trustee, Jamie Howarth says he
hopes to facilitate the flow of ideas
“through the hopper” of formal
procedures and regulations, in an
effort to see many of the ideas gen-
erated by the Village boards and
commissions - slope legislation,
wetlands protection, etc., become
a reality. Jamie will begin his
tenure at a time when the Village
Government is reeling from a
painful office and record-keeping
reorganization, and serious allega-
tions of misdeeds by the highway
department head. “It as always
challenging to manage a Village in
a sea of regulation, and with
limited resources. We need to
accept the fact that there are
always things that need to be cor-
rected, instead of going into
‘bunker mode’. I feel that I bring to
this job an ability to look at a big-
ger picture, see ‘around the cor-
ner’, and offer a response to our
current problems that shapes how
we want this village to operate in
the future. I think that it is impor-
tant for Piermont to align itself
with other River Villages with com-
mon interests - particularly as
relates to the future of the Tappan
Zee corridor, and police contract
negotiation. Piermont has a great
police department, but we need to
avoid politicizing the contract
negotiation process, and work
with other villages in seeking pro-
fessional advice, and common
solutions in resolving wage dis-
putes.”

Dr. Muriel Prince Warren
Psychotherapist
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