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Realtor Sues Mayor and Planning Board

iermont Realtor Dolores James,

frustrated in her attempts to

develop an oddly shaped piece of
property along the Erie right of way,
slapped members of the village Plan-
ning Board and Mayor Dennis Hardy
with a $10 million lawsuit. She
accused them of violating her civil
rights.

“I'm just not being treated fairly,”
James angrily declared. “I felt that
from the very beginning in 1994 when
I purchased the property from the

VFW. Every time I go one step forward,
I take three steps back. This whole pro-
cess has cost me a fortune in attorney
fees, application fees and legal docu-
ments. I want to do something with my
land.”

Village Attorney Ray Icobelli doesn't
think she has much of a case. “Dolores
James bought this property uncondi-
tionally. There was nothing in the sales
agreement about her getting any sort of
zoning approvals. She came in and
applied for a three-lot subdivision. The

A railroad ran through it. See page 3. Sally Savage photo.

Planning Board ultimately approved
that.” Reportedly, one of her recent
proposals asks for 17 additional
dwelling units in two buildings.

Board Chairman William Herguth
believes James is poorly advised by her
attorneys. “Regardless of the outcome
of any lawsuit,” he said, “the real win-
ners are going to be her lawyers.”

By any measure, James' nine-acre
parcel is a tough one to build on. It
begins as a wide roundish piece near

continued on page 11
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President's Corner Q’
ere's a copy of a Nor- 3

I man Rockwell painting of a

New England town meeting
hanging in the Piermont Village Hall.
The work of the famed Saturday
Evening Post illustrator usually
speaks of another time in America,
but this one mirrors what goes on

today in our meeting room.

The picture shows a leather jack-
eted citizen standing up and speaking
out. Other folks listen with hushed
respect to what this plain working-
man has to say. Rockwell, an old Yan-
kee, is telling us that everyone in New
England, no matter how humble, has
a chance to tell the government
what's on their mind.

Well, here in Piermont, at 8 pm on
the first Tuesday of every month,and
frequently more often, our Village
Board listens to what we have to say.
These meetings are always informa-
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tive, often tedious,
sometimes dramatic
and occasionally even
wildly funny. This is messy
live theater. Unlike television, no
one knows how it's going to end once
the show starts.

Take the meeting about adding
some height to the pler's Building 28.
Now I'm not going to try and tell you
how many feet the builders wanted to
tack on. Believe me, that number was
passionately debated for many —too
many — hours. All I recall is it was less
than seven and more than four. Build-
ing 28, in case you don't know, was the
hulking wrecked factory on the river. It
is now stripped to its skeleton and
being converted into a large condo.

The meeting was unexpectedly
packed. The Village Board was about
to approve extra height when all hell
broke loose. Besides being against the
change, people said they hated the
new building's design. The Architec-
tural Review Committee was in a snit
because it felt its suggestions had been
ignored. Residents of the neighboring
DeVries building feared the new 28
would block their view and lower their
property values.

The Planning Board had already
signed off on the project. Jamie
Howarth, one of its members, later
said that he thought much of the
sound and fury came from people who
realized that this was their last chance

to blow off steam about the entire pier
project. After hours of listening, the
Village Board decided to ask the Plan-
ning Board, the Architectural Review
Committee and the developers to come
up with some improvements.

The vibes at the next meeting were
much less hostile. The developers pre-
sented revised plans. These won't win
them any prizes but the building is
somewhat better looking and slightly
lower. Most people seemed willing to
accept these changes to finally see the
end of pier construction.

A few were still very angry.
Although it had been decided years
ago, they mistakenly thought we were
discussing whether to build 28 at all.
A young woman, who recently bought
an older house with her husband near
Grand View, argued passionately that
28 would destroy all the qualities that
had attracted them to the village. A
guy who had moved into DeVries just
the week before — I'm not making this
up — wanted to kill 28 to preserve the
old Piermont. A longtime resident sup-
posed it was too late to rip down all the
condos.

Before the Board approved the
change, they were all heard. Norman
Rockwell would have found it very
familiar.

~ Bob Samuels
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Editor’s Desk

A RAILROAD RAN THROUGH IT

Until 1 saw the page 1 photograph
of Sally Savage's, 1 hadn't really
noticed the rail road crossing sign near
the Thrift Store. Piermont’s Main
Street is such a serendipitous collec-
tion of details, I had simply missed this
viw. Tialuo n.,un_y Jid \.llus l/_y thic
spot. It seems almost unimaginable
now.

The crossing opposite Mom
Miraglias witnessed the opening of the
Erie Railroad's ambitious line connect-
ing the east coast via the Great Lakes
in Western New York with the Western
and Central United States. In 1885 a
newspaper reported on trains loaded
with supplics for starving Europcan
allies: “On the Pier and switches to
Piermont there are 5000 loaded cars
waiting for clearance to New York”

READERS WRITE

Dear Editor:

We live in an age of POWER!.

Power lawn mowers, buzz saws,

snow plows and blowers, electric
hedge clippers and now power leaf
blowers have replaced our hand tools.
But with these blessings come an
increasingly painful curse!

While there is no Village ordinance
that legally limits these noisemakers,
I would like to suggest that, out of
consideration for one's neighbors,
these peace-disturbing tools not be
used before, say, 10 a.m. or after 6
p.m. on week-ends.

Can we try to be more considerate,
and if not, should we consider a new
ordinance.

Sally Savage

As recently as 1983 1 remember
clambering up the slope opposite my
house for a walk along the tracks, only
to meet face to face with locomotive
pulling 2 boxcars and a caboose, mov-
ing slowly and quietly toward the mill,
otopping trafflc at the orossing.

It is hard to know if the crossing sign
remains in place by oversight or on
purpose. The site plan for Piermont
Landing clearly identifies the track
bed, and Piermont's Local Waterfront
Revitalization Plan does call for preser-
vation of artifacts of Piermont's his-
tory. Piermont may not be a village of
famous burial plots, or churches, but
we do have our monuments. It scems
very PIERMONT to me, that this rail
road crossing sign happens to be one
of them.

~ Margaret Grace
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CALENDAR
Piermont's Democratic Cau-
cus will take place on Tuesday,

January 27th at Piermont Vil-
lage Hall at ¥ pm. 1Wo viliage
trustee positions are up for elec-
tion or re-election. those seats
now held by Ronnie Hickey and
Rod Johnson. For information,
contact Piermont Democratic
chairman Greg Toner, 365-3011

Piermont Village Elections will
take place on St. Patrick’s Day,
March 17th. Polls will be open
from 6 am to 9 pm at Village
Hall.

bors, make new friends

PCA°s Newcomers® Party

Sunday, February 1st, 4-6 pm
at the Turning Point

Who's a newcomer? Folks who have moved to the Village
since our last party in 1994! Join us to meet new neigh-

@ Cocktails and hors @d’oeuvres
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AFFORDABLE, LOVING CARE
FLEXIBLE SCHEDULING

State Licensed-All Teachers NYS Certified
Full & Half Day programs, After K care
Outdoor playground/Spacious indoor gym

Piermont, NY

359-9174




s P s P P s P P Pt ot o o P P B 10 180 0 P P 0 N0 N0 N0 0 0 N0 0 0 P 0 R P

¥ ‘;A

Gertrude and Jerry Guglielmello, 1926
at Palisades Park.

ertrude was my first neighbor
Gwhen I moved to Piermont in

1978. She lived, as she had
most of her married life, in a red shin-
gle house across Piermont Avenue
from my home on the creek, just west
of the post office. I clearly remember
her standing on the curb in a space
just vacated by the moving van. “I'm
Gertrude Guglielmello. We were close
to the Italiano's (the folks that had
owned my house). They used to keep
goats and chickens — the rooster was
a nuisance. I live across the street.
Stop by." I'll tell you, I felt that I had
arrived.

In a village like Piermont it is easy
to sentimentalize the simple visual
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Piermont’s Mom

pleasures one encounters. Stepping
through Gertrude's garden gate was
one of my favorites. Her yard, graced
by two statues of the Virgin, stretched
in a long rectangle westward. A very
old blush colored rose dipped over the
wall to the street. Mustard, tomatoes,
garlic, rabe and spiking sunflowers
were protected by carefully placed
newspaper mulch. Flashing alu-
minum pie pans kept the black birds
away. Her front porch sat right above
the sidewalk wall, bordered with
lavender penstemon. Not more than a
decade earlier, with the factory open,
and television still an oddity, most of
the houses on Piermont Avenue
directed themselves toward the street
and passers-by. Gertrude enjoyed the
neighborly pleasures of that porch. My
children and I felt protected under her
watchful eye.

Gertrude was born in 1913, the
daughter of Italian immigrants, Rocco
and Rose Codello. The men of the fam-
ily were landscapers. They built and
maintained most of the greenhouses
behind the stately homes of the River
Road. Gertrude's mother ran a board-
ing house on Oak street, above and
just behind what is now Freelance
Cafe. One of the young borders was
Jerry Guglielmello, a worker in the
mills across the street. When Gertrude
came of age, the two were married.
Jerry set him self up as a contractor in
Piermont, and Gertrude began a
remarkable life as “Mom.” She and
Jerry raised 12 children in the red and
grey shingle house on Piermont
Avenue. She also looked after the

needs of many struggling families
along the creek, and throughout the
village. Her daughters fondly remem-
ber helping with their mother’s weekly
distribution of food and comfort along
Piermont Avenue, pulling a small
wagon filled with her fresh-caught
Hudson fish, homemade bread and
goat’s milk cheeses, and chickens.
When my little girl was born, Gertrude
(by now the grandmother of 34 grand-
children herself). brought her tiny
handknit sweaters. As the months
went by, she would send over her
grandsons to spirit away my oldest to
Kane park so 1 could catch my breath
(me with just 2!). At the time of her
death in November, her family, which
seemed to grow geometrically,
included 24 great grandchildren, with
4 “on the way”.

Newer village residents, while not
knowing her by name, undoubtedly
had Gertrude fly past them on Pier-
mont Ave. in her wool coat and hat.
Shc was on her way to volunteer at St.
John's Church, the Thrift Store, Pier-
mont Senior's meetings, or perhaps
pounding the pavement to raise funds
for the American Heart Association —
she was the top money maker two
years running. “Mom"” is pictured on
the facing page there at center with a
grandchild for the dedication of the
Kane Park Gazebo in 1971. Gertrude
was one of the reasons I've loved living
here — the sanctuary of her yard, her
generous and understanding heart
and what her children refer to as her
natural wisdom. She is greatly missed.

Dr. Muriel Prince Warren
Psychotherapist

Prel Plaza South Wing (#15)
Orangeburg, NY 10962

(914) 365-0801 Fax: (914) 365-4001
240 East 76th Street

New York, NY 10021
(212) 988-9602

NY Cert. #PR020091-]
NIJ Lic. #SC 01585
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Should Old Acquaintance Be Forgot. . .

photo Sally Savage, 1972

. Daisy Spencer

. Robert Bradbury

. Gertrude Guglieimello
. Davis Crippen

Ed McPherson

. Monica Bradbury

. Phyllis Brunson

. Bo DiFrancesca

. Jimmie Hammerstein
10. Sol Conigliaro

11. Phil deLorenzo
12.Charlene Stern

13. Ann DiFrancesca

14. Tom Crippen

»
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The Shape of the Sparkill Creek

fthe effects of the EI Nino will be measured in our stretch

of the Hudson Valley, the waters of the Sparkill Creek will

be our barometer. The speed and quality of the waters of
the creek, coursing west to New Jersey, north to Orange-
burg, directly impacts the stability of hundreds of proper-
ties. With Spring comes snow melts and rain filling its
channels with floods of runoff, sediment and debris. Pler-
mont's Committee on the Sparkill Creek (COSC) has been
both watchdog and activist in monitoring the short and long
term proposals that will effect that body of water.

Decisions due on development
of Grainey Sandpit in Sparkill
On January 14, the Orangetown Planning Board reviews
a proposal for the rezoned Grainey property, known locally
as the Sandpits. Now before them is a proposal for 34 units
on 12+ acres plus buffer. The regional environmental group.
Scenic Hudson, has been working with the COSC's own
engineers to impress upon the Planning Board the need for
a long term Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
before any further action is taken.

Rockland County Undertakes Study

$700.000. of a Rockland County grant to study its water
systems has been allocated to a Sparkill Creek study that
will get underway this Spring. Water denigration, dimin-
ished water retention areas, and dredging needs will be
reviewed. Particularly worrisome are various proposals to
dredge portions of the creek. Siltation has choked the Pier-
mont “pond” portion of the creek above the Silk Mill, a sit-
uation that seems to warrant some action. Many residents
along its waters remember Orangetown Engineer Don Bren-
ner's talk in the early 1980's of a channelization of the creek
through Piermont, with deep dredging and cement retaining
walls out to the marsh below the Silk Mill. The idea was to
relieve saturated flood plains, possibly paving the way for
development west and north. But creek dwellers weré
divided. Some say free seawall replacement, but most envi-
sioned a fast water sluice, thinking of Los Angeles’ paved
spillways, and havoc as the runoff hit the marsh at Tallman
Park.

The Committee On the Sparkill Creck will be actively par-
ticipating in the review of studies and proposals. If you
would like information about COSC's work or to make a
donation to help defray engineering study costs, contact Vil-
lage Hall.

The adjacent map reveals what few of us know about the
Sparkill Creek — its shape and direction. While it heads
west and south past the New Jersey border, a branch des-
ignated Sparkill Brook makes a U-turn and doubles back
into Rockland, flows behind the Tappan Library, and then
back into Sparkill along the sewage treatment plant to Route
303 at 340, and beyond.

Noted in text: 1. Piermont Marsh; 2. Silk Mill crossing
Tloodgates; 3. Pond; 4. Graney Sandpits; 5. Brook at Tappan;
6. Brook at Rt. 303/340 “Peanut Grill.”

COCA has provided us with water quality conditions,
based on DEC monitoring along that route: (in general
terms) A - Swim in it; B - Fish in it; C and D - Neither (D
being a more seriously degraded condition than C).

~ Margaret Grace.

< (914) 359-5900

Gerhardt's Automotive Repair, Inc.

505 MAIN STREET
PIERMONT, NY 10968




A (Grarage Blossoms

in Piermont., but you could have

made money betting that the twin
garages at 553 diagonally across from
the firchouse and their adjacent park-
ing area were the worst eyesore on
Piermont Avenue. Successive mayors
tried quite unsuccessfully to convince
the landlord to “clean up” the dilapi-
dated garages behind which a succes-
sion of abandoned cars and storm
tossed boats competed with piles of
tires and other refuse to provide a
haven for neighborhood rats. Artist
Alan Gussow, looking out the south
window of his house at the side of the
peeling white garage with “duce” spray
painted on it, used to describe it to vis-
itors as “our third world view.” Was
“duce” referring to Il Duce (Mussolini
for those under 50) or was the heart
painted above it meant to indicate that
“duce” meant “two"? Who knew?

It certainly wasn't the only eyesore

Dog walkers. and teenagers intent
on errands known only to teenagers,
cut a diagonal path through the refuse
to get from Piermont Avenue to the
waterfront.  When it rained, water
poured off Main Street from the
clogged drain in front of the garages,
rushing down through the property
and keeping well watered the 10 foot
high weeds that concealed much of the
refuse in the summer. The site’s sin-
gle redeeming feature was a 50 foot
high pear tree, that—in proud deflance
of its setting—produced a glorious
cloud of white blossoms in the spring
and dropped a giant crop of crunchy

One day this July, two men were
seen hanging around the building.
Responding to a query about whether
they were tearing it down they replied
that they were estimating the cost of
fixing it up. Oh sure! Shortly after-
ward, a compact, smiling, determined
young woman appeared, and identified
herself as Tess. She had taken a five
year lease on the garage and with
financial assistance from the land-
lord's daughter planned to turn it into
a floral and garden design studio. It
had no heat, of course, and no watcr,
large cracks in the concrete block
walls, and a roof that looked like a
swaybacked horse, but it was no
match for Tess. In short order she had
arranged for the abandoned cars and
one of the boats to be towed away. Her
workmen cleaned out the tires and the
other trash and uncovered a paved ter-
race at the back of the north garage.
The contents of that garage—the
remains of now departed construction
and electrical contracting busi-
nesses—were dragged into the street
and taken away by eager scavengers
and the Plermont Department of Pub-
lic Works.

Then the workmen moved in.
putting a new layer of cement over the
floor, bracing the sagging roof, replac-
ing the rotted window frames and
garage door. Stovepipe, gypsum
board, spackle, sandpaper, paint did
the rest.

So 553 Piermont Avenue is no

roof, still sagging, is braced and
sturdy. Its front is rebuilt, its back
wall opened to a view of the Commu-
nity Garden and the river. At the sug-
gestion of the incomparable Barry
Pagnozzi, Tess looked for, and found, a
well which she hopes to open up in the
spring for water. The wood stove that
occupied the Pantale living room
before 563 was sold, demolished, and
rebuilt, now sits in the corner of 553
and heats up a new room with a view.

Some changes to Piermont seem
depressing; many seem actually
alarming. It's nice to report on a truly
positive change. It's also reassuring to
know that despite the transformation
of 553, some things remain the same.
The stalwart pear tree dropped its
pears as usual this fall. And Tess is
hoping for dry weather, since water 8
inches deep still collects in front of her
door in heavy rains—over what may be
the most badly clogged storm drain in
town.

pears through the fall. longer the village's leading eyesore. Its ~ Joan Gussow
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