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Committee Study Backs
Keeping Piermont Cops

t various times, Piermonters

have been beset by doubts

bout whether they are get-

ting the most bang for their ever-
increasing tax bucks, particularly
from the Police Department, which
absorbs more than 30 percent of
the village budget. Skyrocketing
police salaries and benefits have
focused attention on this arm of
local government, reminding some
longtime residents of public meet-
ings where overflow audiences
debated whether we should drop
the police force as too costly and
throw our lot in with Orangetown.
It was a prospect that the public
consistently and heatedly rejected.
The Piermont 2000 Committee,
a group of citizens appointed by
the Mayor to examine all aspects of

village government, formed a sub-
committee on law enforcement. It
looked into alternatives to the pre-
sent police force, their practicality
and cost.

The subcommittee interviewed
police and c¢ivilan officials in
neighboring communities and at
home, and has just submitted its
report to the Mayor. It is perhaps
the first time that Piermont has
undertaken such a study. Its con-
clusions show that the village is on
the right course with its costly but
effective police department, and
that relief for taxpayers does not lie
Just around the corner.

First, the subcommittee looked
into sharing the load with the
neighboring villages of Grand View
and South Nyack by joining them
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VILLAGE QUESTIONNAIRE
ON THE WAY

The 2000 Committee wants your
opinion. By the end of October it will
be sending every Piermont taxpayer a
comprehensive questionnaire on a
wide range of village issues.

You'll be asked how you feel about
the police, commercial development,
pier access, parking and many other
issues. Your answers will help guide
officials when they make the deci-
sions that will carry Piermont into the
new century and beyond.

The replies should be tallied and
ready for everyone to see by early
next year.

in a single riverfront force. Both
communities showed interest, but
a letter from Grand View soon
raised an obstaclé. It demanded

continued on page 12
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President's Corner

ether they did it
purposefully or not,
the 348 Piermont vot-

ers who are registered blank
(meaning no party affiliation), and
the 55 who are affiliated with
minor parties, chose not to be part
of the process of picking our
elected village officials.

Who can blame them for shun-
ning the major parties, you might
ask. After all, Republican-Demo-
crat bickering has twice in the
past year shut down the federal
government, and both parties
take shameless advantage of their
own loosely written campaign
finance laws.

And it's clear that Piermont’s
minor members — 17 Con-
servatives, 10 Independence Party
members and nine each Liberals
and Right-to-Lifers — are
political and philosophical decla-
rations with their registration.

However, to the Real Politics of
Piermont, none of this makes the
slightest difference. Although our
mayor, John Zahn, is a Republi-
can, we don't actually have a two
party system here.  The
Democrats, with 667 registered
voters simply blow away the GOP,
who count only 179 souls.

In case you blanks and minor
party members haven't given vil-
lage politics much thought, here’s
how it works in Piermont: The
Democratic caucus, a gathering
limited strictly to registered
Democrats, decides who will run

for mayor and
trustee. Since this
is a one-party town, the

slate the caucus picks often
runs without opposition. In effect,
if you're anything but a registered
Democrat, you've lost your vote.

Yes, it is true that at times in
recent years a group of dissident
Democrats, unhappy with the
caucus'’s choices, has successfully
run its own candidates under the
Village Party label. That’s one rea-
son we have a Republican mayor.
But, believe me, without the sup-
port of many unhappy Democrats
who were willing to work incredi-
bly hard, the Republicans didn’t
have a chance of getting him
elected.
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If you want to have a real voice
in choosing our Mayor and Village
Board, you need to become a reg-
istered Democrat (remember, you
can still vote for any candidate you
want in general elections). It's very
easy.

The Rockland Board of Elections
(638-5172) will send you the forms
to register or change your registra-
tion. Post Offices and libraries
should also have the forms.

Hope to see you next year at
the next Piermont Democratic
caucus!

~ Bob Samuels
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New Faces on the
Democratic Committee

r the first time since 1984
ngermont Democrats voted for
Committee Members during
the September primary. As a
result, seven of the eight seats in
Piermont's two districts are now
filled by new committee members.
In District 1, they're Ed Traynor,
Jamie Howarth, Dianne Rossi, and
Flo Gross. District 33 elected Art
Rittenberg, Karen Brown, Greg
Toner, and Leslie Stewart. Art Rit-
tenberg is the only veteran member
who remains on the Committee.
At its first meeting the Commit-
tee chose Stewart, Howarth and
Toner as co-chairpersons.
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s workers apply spackle and
A trim to the new “Paradise”
ts out at the east end of
the pier property, much remains
undecided about the final piece in
the Piermont Landing puzzle. Vil-
lage officials and developers are
still debating the fate of the prop-
erty nearest the village. It includes
Building 28, the massive old fac-
tory facing the river, and Building
41, the low slung metal building
near Pier Road.

Village officials know there is
much at stake. “Throughout the
entire project, developers have
pummeled successive Village
Boards with requests for additional
units, ‘necessary to make the pro-
ject viable,” says, Planning Board
Chairman Charlie Berger. “We've
been through one financial failure
(Carlyle) and want to make quite
- certain we don’t have another.”

The original plan for the entire
Piermont Landing project called for
252 dwelling units. Before this last
proposal came in, the village had
approved an additional 36 units.

The developers of Buildings 28
and 41 already have the right to
build 83 dwelling units. In their
first proposal, they wanted an
additional 50, but officials turned
them down. Now they’re asking for
an additional 43.

The Village Board has offered
just 30 more units, but stressed
that before it- grants its full
approval, it needs to settle several

More Pier Pressure

Unhappy with just 30 more, the
developers are back at their draw-
ing boards, trying to settle design
and financial matters that might
persuade the village to be more lib-
eral.

Any plan they devise also must
satisfy the Village Board's traffic
and parking concerns. The propos-
als already submitted offer much
more generous visitor parking than
currently exists on the pier.
Trustee Fred Devan (himself a
Landing resident) pointed out that
visitor parking for current Pier-
mont Landing residents is virtually
nonexistent, and a constant source
of frustration.

The new section’s density, and
the way it fits in with both with the
downtown and the existing devel-

opment, are also important out-
standing issues. The board wants
the project to present a low-rise
look from Ferry Road, says Trustee
Rod Johnson. It also wants to
avoid the “walled village within a
village" of earlier proposals.

Fire fighting concerns are
another issue. While the b
must meet fire codes, the Plermont
Fire Department worries about fire
fighting access to the new struc-
tures. The volunteers will need
additional training in battling
blazes in multistory complexes.
The developers have offered to pay
for this :

Worried about rising village
taxes caused by the slow progress,
Mayor John Zahn is impatient to

continued on page 5
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New Pavilion Playground Needs Your Support

espite its name, Mop Top
DPark. the new playground

being planned for the south
side of the Goswick Pavilion, will
have attractions for Piermonters of
every age, says Trustee Ronnie
Hickey. She conceived the plan.

It will include a boccie court,
horseshoe pit, swings and motor
development areas or fun stations
for kids. Hickey and Trustee Linda
Hacker/Toner say we need the

arca doesn't offer much for non-
ballplayers.

What with the budget squeeze,
the Village Board wants to build
the facility with donations. They
have put a Giraffe scale up in
Kennedy Park so residents can
keep track of how much they have
given.

The trustees are asking you to
make your check out to the Mop
Top Park Committee and mail it to

serious  outstanding issues. playground because the Pavilion 478 Piermont Avenue.
9 PARADISE AVE.
O, o s alan i. rosenfeid. dds.
PARADISE BOATS INC.
Rowl)oat & Canoe Rent_al:
office hours byooppoimmom
WOODEN BOATS tel. (914) 359-1770
CONSTRUCTION GUIDED TOURS 229 11. 303
& RENOVATIONS (914) 359-0073 fappan, n.y. 10983
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Stop at the Oasis Grill; Gyros, Fuel and Classic Cars

n a warm afternoon in September we sat out-
side the Oasis Grill in Palisades, watching the
activity as cars pulled off OW and drivers
parked haphazardly near the counter to give their
orders, and take their lunch to one of several tables
under the shade of umbrellas. The menu offers a

choice of Middle Eastern and.American dishes, pre-
pared by Khaled Elkady, owner-proprietor and chef.
Elkady is a young man from Egypt who left home only
five years ago to move to Nyack and marry an Ameri-
can.

The food we sampled that day, and on a later occa-
sion, was fresh and appealing. I ordered falafel for the
first time, and we also had chicken kabob and a plat-
ter of carefully grilled eggplant, zucchini and red pep-
per with mozzarella cheese. On another afternoon I
shared a gyro with a friend (grilled vegetables in a pita
pocket), enough for two, equally well-prepared.

Elkady makes Greek salads with feta, cucumber,
tomato, onion and olives; a tabouli-bulghur salad; and
a combination platter with tabouli, humus, baba (egg-
plant appetizer), feta and cucumber. The grilled
chicken comes with a garlic sauce on pita, as does the
falafel, a vegetarian burger combining parsley, tomato,
onions and tahini sauce with low-fat sour cream.

All the ingredients are low in fat — healthy foods —
fresh vegetables, mostly grilled. They are prepared
with a light touch, carefully, on the spot. Were it not
for OW traffic, I should say they are cooked and served
in a pastoral setting.

American foods include hot dogs with homemade
chili, sauerkraut or sautéed onions; hamburgers with
parsley, onions and garlic, served on pita or roll;
cheeseburgers, French fries, and a soup of the day.

At breakfast, you can order an egg sandwich with
bacon, sausage or ham for $.99; a buttered roll, or a
muffin. Patrons come at all hours. Some spend a good
part of a pleasant afternoon over lunch. Others buy for
takeout, lunch or dinner.

Pcople walk over from IBM or necarby Lamont. In
addition, Oasis enjoys the loyalty of local residents.

Elkady says he has always loved cooking, and as a
resident of Paradise Avenue in Piermont he dreams of
opening a Piermont restaurant where people could
enjoy his food inside or out. He will be shutting Oasis
down this fall when the weather becomes too harsh. If
he hasn't found a Piermont connection in the next few
months, he plans to return to Egypt to visit his mother
until he can reopen the Oasis next spring.

He first ran “Top Dog” at the same 9W location,
where he cooked all kinds of sausages from a trailer.
The number of dogs painted on its outside, both pro-
moting the menu and living up to its name, attracted
the attention of passers-by.

There's a good takeout menu available for the ask-
ing, with prices that range from $1.25 for a hot dog to
$3.75 for the chicken kabob or grilled chicken. The
telephone number is 365-1320.

Alongside the Oasis is the well-known landmark,
Sneden’s Landing Vintage Gas Station. You can’t miss

NY (914) 365-2886 MIKE DIMEGLIO

ALL CAR AUTO SUPPLY, INC.
“EVERYTHING AUTOMOTNE "
PAINT + BODY SUPPLIES * TOOLS * TIRES

51-57 RT. 303  TAPPAN, NY 10983
TAPPAN PLAZA SHOPPING CENTER
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RALRIRTH
42 S Main Street, Piermont, VY
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the old cars parked around both
sides and behind the station. They
are rented for movies and com-
mercials, and the station is often
used as is the location itself. Jerry
McSpirit is the best-known source
of cars of all ages supplied to film-
makers in this area.

More of his cars are down in
Edgewater, NJ; but he specializes
in cars from the ‘30’s, a few of
which appeared on Piermont
streets for the filming of Woody
Allen’s “Purple Rose of Cairo.” He
is presently supplying cars for a
Sylvester Stallone movie and in
October will be taking a travel
trailer up to the Red Apple Rest for
a new Woody Allen film.

He mentioned the other day that
many of his cars are English,
including Rolls Royces and a ‘51
Riley convertible.

The ambiance is noteworthy at
this roadside Palisades attraction,
with cars and vans nestling among
the goldenrods of the woods
beyond, and happy motorists find-
ing a true oasis in which to stop
and buy a picnic lunch in amaz-
ingly rural surroundings. As
Elkady put it, “I live on Paradise
and work at the Oasis—it’s nearly
heaven.”

~ Rosemary Cone

PIER PRESSURE
continued from page

see Piermont Land-
ing completed.

“We have been liv-
ing with this unfin-
ished project for so
long,” he says, “and
here we have a
viable development
group ready to finish
Piermont Landing. I
see the issue not so
much about the
actual additional
dwelling units, but
as our making sure
that this project gets
completed, and on
terms that corre-
spond with our vil-
lage goals.

“The commercial
traffic troubles peo-
ple in this village on
weekends, and they
are sick of looking at
that dilapidated fac-
tory building,” he
continues. “A par-
ticularly important
feature of the plan
for this last phase is
that it eliminates the possibility of
any commercial use for Buildings
28 and 41.”

Meanwhile, at Paradise at Pier-
mont, they have sold 50 of the 82
units. Occupancy of the town-

houses closest to the village (Erie
Court) is expected to begin in mid-
October, with the next cluster (Cot-

tonwood Court) looking at
November occupancy.
~ Margaret Grace
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211 ASH STREET, PIERMONT, NY 10968 * 914-359-6295

ARTISANS

474 Pilermont Ave., Piermont, NY
(914) 359-6639

Outstanding collection
of fine & estate jewelry.
Contemporary jewelry
in gold, silver &
gemstones.
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n a Sunday
morning,
just after

Labor Day, a film
crew from England
unloads its gear
from rented vans
parked at Bill
Herguth’s Paradise
Boats. Helping
movie companies is
just part of the rou-
tine at this small
but flourishing Pier-
mont business
which is on Par-
adise - Avenue just
after the traffic
light.

Anatonita
Benedek, an associ-
ate producer with
Third Eye Produc-
tions, supervises
the operation, the
filming of a docu-
mentary with the
Piermont Marsh as
a backdrop.

Bill, smiling, his
good eye flashing,
helps load the
wooden boat he handmade six
years ago, along with some canoes
he’s renting to the group. Bill's old
friend and neighbor, Drew
Ciganek, serves as the guide today.
The trip will be part of a BBC sci-
ence show and a PBS “Nova” spe-
cial.

While all this is going on, a bicy-
clist from Nyack waits patiently to
rent a canoe. He'll be exploring the
miles of tiny waterways, such as
Crumkill Creek, in the 1,000 acre
Piermont marsh.

Bill Herguth’s Paradise Boats
Gives Paddlers Marsh Views

Bill grew up in the old Piermont,
a village which today’s new resi-
dents wouldn't recognize. “The
paper plant, you could smell it a
mile away,” he recalls.

His grandfather opened the Pier-
mont Garage in 1913. Bill still
owns the building, which now
houses Piermont Pictures Video
and Buttercup and Friends. His
grandfather sold Pontiacs and
Chryslers and outboard motors in
the place. He also worked on the
sealed beam headlight, an inven-

tion bought by

Thomas Edison.
Bill's father
worked at the
garage too. It

pumped gas until
1988.

It was in Pier-
mont as a boy that
Bill had an acci-
dent with a BB
gun that cost him
his left eye. He
often wears an eye
patch, giving him a
roguish pirate
look. Astonish-
ingly, both his
grandfather and
father also lost
eyes: his dad from
a tree branch, and
his grandfather
from a chip off a
chisel.

When he was
12, his family
moved to Congers.
He kept coming
back to Piermont
throughout the
years, drawn by~
the river and the marsh. After fin-
ishing high school, he painted
automobiles, studying at Rockland
Community College in the evening.

In 1975, he moved back to the
Piermont marsh, which remains a
focus of his life today. In 1990, he
starting expanding the boat house.
It sits next to the house he grew up
in. "It was fine for me and my wife
Kathleen,” he remembers. Then,
along came his two daughters,
Carolyn, four, and Sarah, two, and
the need for more space, prompt-
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