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Piermont Landing — The Home Stretch

en the Millennium arrives,
pier development in Piermont
will be over, and all the resi-
dential buildings will be occupied. On
November 21st, the Village Board took
action on several key resolutions
which will lead to the semi-demolition
(or, conversely, semi-retention ) of the
old factory building (#28) and its con-
version to condominiums, removal of
the southerly portion of the structure,
creation of a new upper-level garden
constructed over an indoor parking
garage running from north to south,
and finally, a three-and-half story res-
idential building ( with dormers ) built
on half of the warehouse structure site
(building #41) on the south end of the
property, ending at Gair Street.

Given the seemingly endless ups
and downs of development on the pier,
we hesitate to say this is it, but the
actions taken by Mayor John Zahn
and the Village Board suggest with a
fair degree of confidence that the end
is, indeed, in sight. The developers (the
same group that has been construct-
ing the condos at the far end of the
pier) are convinced they can rehabili-
tate the old factory building rather
than demolish it. So intent were they
to gain approval for their broad pro-
posal, they agreed to a number of mod-
ifications requested by the Village
Board. They will provide indoor

parking at a ratio of 2.25 spaces for
each residential unit, above the Village
requirement of two per unit, thereby
insuring adequate guest parking.

Piermont Highway Department: from left, Ray Holmes, Ed Miggins,
Al Bartley, Jack Temple, Louio Hurban, Tom Tomplo. Story on page 3.

Thanks to the demands of Trustee
Linda Hacker, the developers agreed to
lower the height of the residential
structure (#41) to a little over thirty-

seven feet.

The present gate house will be
slightly repositioned to the east and
traffic lanes will be constructed on
each side of it. The developers will pro-
vide additional landscaping on Village
property to the south of Gair Street,
screening Building #41 from Ferry
Road and Paradise Avenue. Condo res-
idents in #28 will have a pedestrian
access, so they will not have to use
their cars for a walk into the village. In
addition, the developers intend to per-
mit condo visitors to park in unused,
but reserved indoor parking.

The major point of contention dur-
ing these past few weeks has been the
number of residential units to be per-
mitted in #41. That large, undistin-
guished warehouse structure is
actually divided in half; the DeVries
owners have used the easterly end for
parking, while the other end was orig-
inally going to be devoted to indoor
boat storage. This was part of the orig-
inal Landing plan which included a
public dock nearby, thus avoiding the
transportation of boats over public
streets. Since that time, it has become
clear that no public on-site dock would
be constructed. The Village Board
believed that a potential developer
could litigate to obtain other commer-
cial uses once indoor boat storage was
no longer economically feasible — uses
which might well exacerbate vehicular
traffic and create parking and pedes-
trian congestion. Given th(s concern,
the Mayor and the Trustees sgncluded
that “ a reasonable increase in residen-
tial use and a substantial decrease in

continued on page 14
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President's Corner

round the time the origi-

nal Piecrmont Landing pro-

ject was proposed, recycling
unused factory buildings into resi-
dential space came into vogue. The
silk mill on the Sparkill Creek is a
handsome local example.

When Roger and Maureen
Pellegrini. the silk mill's owners.
planned the conversion they were
careful to retain the 19th century
industrial look of the place. They
could have installed smaller, more
modern windows and covered the
brick with a stucco, but they didn't.
They also left the Ferdon Avenue
building’s oversized doors and steel
fire escapes intact. There's no ques-
tion it's one of the village's hand-
somest pieces of architecture.

What they didn't do to change the
exterior increased the structure’s
value many times. Artists looking for
large space to live and work in away
from the city frequently rent the units.
Strangers often ask about the land-
mark 1876 bullding.

The conversion would definitely win
applause from the noted British
architect Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe who
said, “Architecture is to make us
know and remember who we are.” The
flywheel in Flywheel Park also is a
tribute to Piermont'’s industrial past,
in addition to being a wonderful
sculpture and jungle gym.

I'd always looked forward to the
conversion of Building 28, the hulking
old factory building on the north side
of the pier. I saw it as another oppor-
tunity for the village to remember

what it had

been by recy-
cling an unused
building. When a
developer who held
the rights to it said he'd

have to demolish it because conver-
sion was too expensive to convert it, I
was downhearted.

He withdrew from the project and a
new group took over. Their experts told
them that they could turn the building
into condos at a profit. The news
elated me until a few weeks ago when
they presented their architect's ren-
dering to the Village Board.

What they propose isn’t ugly, it just
lacks any distinction. They want to
take away the building’s robust indus-
trial look that I'd foolishly assumed
any architect would fight to preserve.
If the current plan goes through,
Building 28 will end up resembling the
kind of large, bland 1930's hotel or
high school that you see in Northern
California.

With some of the best views in the
world, they plan replacing the huge
river-facing factory windows with reg-
ular residential windows. The building
is to be covered in a neutral yellow
stucco, where a brick facade, even a
fake brick, would give the it a much
brawnier look.

Fortunately, there's still time to
revise the plan. Working together, the
Architectural Review, Planning and
Village Boards could persuade the
developers to turn Building 28 into
another landmark that helps us know
and remember who we were not that
long ago. Let's hope they do.

~ Bob Samuels

PiErRMONT 2000 SURVEY

Return date extended to
Dec. 30, 1996.
Don't delay!

South Orangetown Bond
Vote Wednesday, Dec. 18

Piermonters will go to the polls
Wednesday, December 18, from 7 a.m.
until 9 p.m., at the Tappan Zee Ele-
mentary School, to vote on an $8.9
million bond issue proposal.

The money will add space to the dis-
trict's aging elementary schools and
pay for needed repairs. If approved,
the cost to the average homeowner will
be $45.79 a year, or about $1 a week,
says Dr. Morton Sherman, District
Superintendent.

~ Bob Samuels

The Newsletter is published four times a
year by the Piermont Civic Association,
Box 454, Piermont, NY 10968

Contributors to this issue: Bob Cone,
Rosemary Cone, Greg Creedon, Alan

Gussow, Karl Knoecklein, Grace
Mitchell, P.J. Mouquin, Bob Samuels,
Robert Silarski, Martha Schulwolf.

Issue Editor: Margaret Grace
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Piermont Highway Department Serves Proudly

You're finishing your brealfast coffee
when you hear the starting signal from
the street. You grab the plastic bag, tie
it shut and yank open the front door.
You sprint 10 meters in record time and
take a few low hurdles. You reach the
Jamiliar yellow truck just as it stops in
Jront of your house and hand the bag to
a player wearing a Dayglo shirt. He
takes it and and with a practiced arm
throws it into the yellow truck. The
truck lumbers down the street, followed
by the players. Slightly out of breath,
you watch them go. The Piermont High-
way Department, and you, have scored
again!

laying pickup games with house-
Pholders who are late setting out

their trash on Mondays and Fri-
days is only one of many chores per-
formed by Piermont’s most versatile
agency, the Highway Department. Its
familiar yellow trucks are everywhere
in the Village, as the crews do a hun-
dred things that nced doing. They
remove discarded furniture, clean up
after storms, vacuum the Village's
leaves, sweep its streets, open up its
drains and sewers, maintain its parks
and playgrounds, prune its trees, do
its welding, masonry and plumbing,
and most conspicuously, plow and
remove snow, sleet and ice from its
streets all winter long.

With all these responsibilities, it's
hard to believe that the entire staff of
the Highway Department consists of
only five people— Ray Holmes who is
acting foreman, Al Bartley, Jack Tem-

ple, Lou Hurban and Edward Miggins.
Together they have served the Village
for an astonishing total of 91 years.
Temple leads with 28 years, Holmes
has worked 26, Bartley 22, Miggins 11
and Hurban 4. (There is also a part-
timer, Tom Temple.) All of them were
born in Piermont and know its infras-
tructure like a book.

They also know that they are part of
a tradition of excellence that goes back
to the time when Piermont was a mill

town dominated by the paper factory
on the Pier. A number of residents
worked at the factory, and had to reach
their jobs regardless of weather. The
Highway Department had the respon-
sibility of keeping the roads clear of
snow and ice— or else. (They were
aided by an inexhaustible supply of
coal ashes from the boilers at the
plant. which, scattered on the street,
made for good traction but dirty floors.)
Since those days, the Highway Depart-
ment has continued to have a county-
wide reputation for operating in
difficult terrain, over narrow streets
and steep hills, to keep the Village's
roads open during blizzards that have
forced neighboring communities to vir-

tually shut down.

Their job at the Highway Depart-
ment can be dangerous. All the crew
have had close calls over the years.
Recently, Miggins was broadsided by a
car, resulting in a long stay in the hos-
pital. Bartley remembers times when
the plow he was driving skidded in the
snow and slid sideways down a hill.
And the job is never easy. In between
their scheduled duties, the phone
keeps ringing in the Highway Depart-
ment office on Piermont Avenue, with
an average of 12 to 14 calls a day from
residents with special problems that

require attention.

What has changed the most during
his near quarter-century on the job?
Bartley was asked. The big change, he
said, has come from the increased
number of people. “There is more activ-
ity and more trash,” he said. “We have
to work harder to keep up with it, espe-
cially since we have one less full-time
employee than we did a few years ago
when the previous administration left
office. We have to struggle to keep from
falling behind as the work load gets
larger. We need an extra person full-
time, that's for sure.”

He looked at the clock on the wall of
the office. It was 3:30, about time to
quit after a hard day that began at 7
a.m. “But don't get me wrong,”, he
added, looking around. * The people
here are proud and happy to be doing
what we're doing.”

~ Bob Cone

450 Piermont Averue
Piermont, New York 10968
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he First Reformed
TChurch on Ferdon Ave.

recently marked the
50th anniversary of its
rebuilding. Once hailed as
“the proudest church on the
Hudson,” the previous build-
ing burned to the ground In
1944. Even though Piermont
was suffering from the hard-
ships of World War II, the
entire community gave sup-
port to the stricken church.
While money was raised to
erect a new building, services
were held in the Village Hall.
In 1946, the church doors
reopened.

The commemorative cele-
bration “Open House with
Open Arms” was held at the
First Reformed Church in late
November, and provided an
occasion for looking back at
the church's 157 year history.
At hand were a beautifully
calligraphed record of the
Reformed Church, dating
back to 1834, and Rev. David
Cole’s History of Rockland
County, New York, first pub-
lished in 1884. Interestingly,
several chapters of this his-
tory were written by John W.
Ferdon, -one of the Reformed
Church’s first deacons.

The Piermont Reformed
Church was organized in

A
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Once hailed as “the proudest church on the Hudson,
the old building of the First Reformed Church of Pier-
mont burned to the ground on August 21, 1944

Piermont Reformed

Church Celebrates
Its History

1839 by mcmbers of the Tappan  Rallroad was one of the founders. The

Reformed Church living in Piermont.
Eleazar Lord, President of the Erie

the village of Piermont, formerly
referred to as Tappan Slote. Cole's
biographical sketch of Eleazar
Lord describes his great suc-
cesses in banking and insurance.
He was educated at Andover and
Princeton Theological seminaries.
Lord enlisted one of his col-
leagues, Dr. Cornelius C. Ver-
meule, to serve as The Piermont
Reformed Church's first pastor.
Lord's daughter Sarah’s marriage
to William Whiton in 1845 was
the first performed in the new
church.

In a letter in the church’'s
archives, Whiton remembered
that William Ferdon wanted the
church location moved to the
Sparkill Creek (where it presently
stands), and describes the origi-
nal placement as follows:"the first
church edifice erected for the use
of the congregation was of a tem-
porary character and was located
on a beautiful slope of ground in
sight of the river, just below the
hill station of the Northern Rail-
road of New Jersey”. (Note:
“Below” meaning “south,” maps
from the 1840's seem to place the
original church in the area that is
now Plermont Place, south of
Crescent. )

William’s son, John W. Ferdon
also petitioned the church mem-
bers to have the church moved to
its present location on the

Piermont Pler had just been com-
pleted. Lord is credited with naming

Sparkill Creek. (he ultimately deeded
the property to the church in 1860).
John Ferdon (23 years old at this time)

84 Rte. 303, Tappan
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contributed his funds and energies to
the building of the church on the
creek. He was planning his wedding to
Harriet Strong — perhaps adding
urgency to his interest in the comple-
tion of the project. This second church
opened for services in 1850. It was a
small building, 40 by 60 feet. His elec-
tion to the New York State Assembly in
1854, and to the Senate in 1855 (he
was a delegate to the convention that
nominated Abraham Lincoln for Pres-
ident) temporarily prevented his active
participation as a member of the con-
gregation. However, he was elected
deacon of the church in 1865 and
elder in 1867.

By 1865, Piermont was no longer a
booming railroad center. The church
was feeling the pinch and began to col-
lect funds from renting the pews to its
congregation. Each of the 56 families
on record paid about $14.50 a year. In
1872 William Ferdon died, leaving an
inheritance to his son John. John con-
tributed a substantial amount toward
the enlargement and remodeling of the
Piermont Church. The Englewood
architectural firm of Van Brunt was
hired. From similarities in moldings
and architectural detail, it appears
that the architects contributed to both
the remodeling of the church and the
design of Ferdon House on Rockland
Road (bought in 1902 by the Mouquin
family). In 1904, William Ferdon’s
house, the grand Greek revival home
on Ferdon Avenue, was bought by the
John D. Blauvelt family, Both the
Blauvelts and the Mouquins contin-
ued to be active members of the First
Reformed Church, which stood until

the disastrous fire of 1944,

When the church reopened on
December 8, 1946, the new building
was smaller and simpler than the orig-
inal church Ferdon helped remodel in
1873. It more closely resembled the
original building erected in 1850. The
new building was moved 18 fect closer
to the road and lacked the balcony of
the previous building. Services were

moved from the Piermont Village Hall
to the church, even though there were
no pews. Chairs were set up in the
sanctuary until funds could be raised
to install pews. The organ was pur-
chased in 1947, and the church con-
tinued its life in the community to the

present day.
~ PJ. Mouquin

Trustees Linda Hacker-Toner and Ronnie Hickey happily show off the
$1,000 check presented to them by the Piermont Civic Association. It's
for the construction of Mop Top Park, to be built just south of the Goswick
pavilion entirely through voluntary

contributions. Contact the Village
Clerk for details on how you can he

Ip. Photo by Bob Samuels
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Catching Up With The Community Playgroup

t the beginning of this school
Ayear at the Community Play-

group, three months into my
new job as Director of the Community
Playgroup, a young woman called me
whose name I recognized. She was
looking for a school at which she could
meet requirements for a practicum
course at St. Thomas Aquinas College.
When she came to see me, I also rec-
ognized her face. She had been one of
the wonderful little four-year-olds in
my nursery classroom when I taught
at the Playgroup many years ago. Past
and present had come together in that
moment. And Patty stayed with us as
a volunteer until she fulfilled her
degree requirements.

Much has changed in the interven-
ing years. For example, the Playgroup
is now licensed and regulated by the
NYS Department of Social Services,
and we have an extended-day child-
care program. Much remains the
same, e.g., the commitment to a child-
centered philosophy of education, our
strong links to the community, and
our focus on cooperation and on the
natural environment.

At the Playgroup we pay close atten-
tion to each child’'s goals, needs,
thoughts and feelings. We try to figure
out what each child needs in order to
learn and then decide how we can
facilitate that learning. We treat every
child with respect and with affection.
The staff all understand that children
in their early years learn through
active exploration and through inter-
action with other children, with things
they enjoy playing with and with
adults. We support constructive and

imaginative play, realizing that when
children have an opportunity to select
activities themselves, they develop
skills, work better together and have a
good time. Our teachers are like stage
managers, planning and preparing a
rich learning environment with an
ample (though not overwhelming) vari-
ety of activity choices. They are like
directors as well, facilitating the chil-
dren's exploration and engagement
with the materials, helping them solve
problems, make sense of their world,
and learn about themselves. Teaching
in the early childhood classroom is not
about presenting abstract facts to chil-
dren—facts about shapes, letters, or
numbers. It is about acting on the
knowledge that play is a child's work,
that they can work (or play) intently
and have a good time. Our goal is to
make this learning process carry them
happily through childhood and into
their adult lives.

The content of early learning is not
as Important as the process of learn-
ing. It takes trust to believe that
through experiences in art and music,
with sand, blocks, puppets, dolls and
stories, children will learn. Watching
children draw, for example, or struggle
with wet paints that run, discover new
shapes or colors, allows us to learn
what they can do and how they go
about learning. Only then can we pro-
vide information that extends their
experience. That is why we have few
projects in which children copy a
teacher model or practice making the
same exact pumpkin, as an example.

A word about working with parents:
I believe that a quality pre-school pro-
gram (and we are one) does much more

than teach the child. Parents and care-
givers are affected as well. I would like
to see even more of a partnership
develop between teachers and parents,
a mutual give-and-take aimed at
strengthening the child’s development.
I understand full well that parents are
their children's first tcachers and the
major influence upon the child's life.
The staff are what Ellen Galinsky, a
researcher into learning in early years,
calls “a new extended family.” This is
true especially in our extended -day
childcare program, where a child may
spend the larger part of his weekly
waking hours.

Our activities include indoor and
outdoor play, quiet and noisy times,
some initlated by children and others
initiated by adults. Children are also
free not to participate in any single
activity.

We are a private, non-profit, com-
munity organization, housed in the
Piermont Community Center by the
good graces and generosity of the Vil-
lage of Piermont. We are supported by
the Village, by the United Way, the
Town of Orangetown, tuitions and the
funds that we raise ourselves. Part of
our mission is to make preschool child
care affordable for any and all; thus
fees are based on a sliding income
scale.

We would welcome your visit. Just
give us a call and let us know you're
coming. Our phone number is 359-
9174.

~ Shane Burd
Director, Community Playgroup

BOAR'S HEAD

CARL SR. & JR.

CANZONA’S MARKET

254 PIERMONT AVENUE
PIERMONT, NY. 10968

914-365-2745

KENNETH B. SVENSSON, MD., PC.
—_———

FAMILY PRACTICE

TELEPHONE (914) 353-0202
Fax # (914) 353-3819

VICTORIA MEWS
48 NORTH BROADWAY
NYACK, NEW YORK 10960

OorFce MouUnRs
BY APPOINTMENT







