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Village Responds to Pier Lawsuit Charges

Piermont calls charges in a

lawsuit, aimed at halting the
mixed wuse development of the
Pier, "at best...a conglomeration

of baseless, unsupportable and
frivolous arguments."

In his 36-page rebuttal to
the suit, Village Attorney
Raymond G. Icobelli pleads that
without "clear proof that the
Village Board acted_illegally or
arbitrarily the Court should not
use its authority to overrule the
Village Board."

"The Village Board’s decision

is clearly supported by law and
is, therefore, entitled to the
presumption of regularity and

validity," he writes.

Suing Piermont is a coalition
of environmental groups and local
residents. The coalition wants a
State Supreme Court Judge in New
City to overturn three Village
Board decisions permitting the
Pier development to move ahead.

The decisions granted the
developer, the Piermont Carlyle
Corporation, a zone change,
approved its site plan and
accepted an environmental impact
statement.

The plaintiffs want to stop
the mixed-use development of the

34.5 acre Pier site. Planned
are 252 residential  units,
stores, boat storage facility, a

restaurant, office and
health club.

Icobelli’s response is an
effort to refute charges that the

Village Roard did not:

space

Adequately consider the
traffic impact of the development
on the community or on the
Piermont marsh;

. Deal with "newly discovered

information" regarding hazardous
waste:

. Adequately consider sewer
capacity;

. Consider the possible

adverse environmental effects of
a marina on the Hudson River or
the marsh because it "“segmented"
or separated this portion of the
project from the rest.

Exhaustive traffic studies,
responds Icobelli, by Lawler,
Matusky and Skelly, an
engineering firm hired by the

Village, prove that the traffic
impact is "acceptable." Further,
the New York State Department of
Transportation said the impact on
Route 9W would be "minor".

About the marsh, Icobelli
replies that separating it from
the the development are a chain
link fence, park land and Ferry
Road.

In addition, he asserts that
the planned public walkway on the
north side of the Pier should
reduce the number of pedestrianc
on Ferry Road. The developer is
also directing all storm water
runoff away from the marsh.

The Village answers the
hazardous waste charge by
replying that it has reopened the
review procedure required by the
State Environmental Review Act
(SEQRA) and is assessing the

"newly discovered facts" with a
Supplemental Environmental Impact
Statement (SEIS).

To the sewer capacity issue,
Icobelli replies, that "the
bedrock question is whether or
not the sewer district has agreed
to provide for the requirements
of the development. The answer

cesdi8 yE8."
Icobelli denies that the
Board separated the approval

process for the marina from the
Pier development to ease- the
SEQRA process. He claims that
Carlyle has never formally
submitted a proposal to build the
marina. The Village, he
maintains, owns the marina site,
not the developer.

environmental
that brought the suit
the Village are The
Hudson River Fisherman’s
Association, The Hudson River
Defense League and Scenic Hudson.
Joining in the action are
Thomas G. Mitchell, Paula C.
Huggins, Marguerite Feitlowitz,
Wendy Lee Plogar, David Anderson,

The
groups
againet

three

Leslie Stewart, Ewan C. MacQueen
and Barbara Enzig, all local
residents.

Representing the plaintiffs

are Michael S. Elder of Elder and
Long in Kingston, and Robert F.
Kennedy, Jr., of the Natural
Resources Defense Council in
White Plains. Kennedy is the son
of the late United States
Senator.

Bob Samuels



Piermonters Migrate Aboard Ketch

To Ted and Lisa Merrill of

Franklin Street, the upcoming
blizzard of ‘89 will be only
hearsay. The Merrills will be
comfortably aboard their
motorsailer, the 39-foot Imogene
Williams, somewhere in the
Caribbean during the winter
months. They left late in
October amid a flurry of get-
togethers with well-wishers, and

last heard from were in St.

Augustine. They plan to cruise
leisurely down the inland
waterway 1n time to arrive at

Ted’s mother’s house in Florida
for the holidays.

At present, their house is
occupied by four Lamonters. Ted
and Lisa expect to arrive back in
Piermont next June. We wish the
lucky couple fair skies and warm
days.

Rosemary Cone

The "Imogene Williams" in dressed ship regalia

Photo by Fred Burrell

Ex-Mayor Finds Village Problems Never Go Away

The writer of this article was Piermont
Mayor from 1971 to 1981.

What most of us 1like best
about the Village is the sense of
familiarity and timelessness it
gives ue. Some thinge change,
but enough stays the same to make
us feel comfortable.

One day recently, I spent a
few pleasant hours leafing
through old leather-bound volumes
of Village Board minutes.

From 1888 in Clerk William
Earling’s beautiful copperplate
script we learn that the Village
Board assembles at the Empire
Hose Company meeting room.
President Kempton and Trustees
Kane, Mahoney, Peterson and
Quinlan approved payment of the
highway department payroll for
the month of March: $20.30.
Seven men received between $1.00
and $4.80 each.

In 1913 minutes record
frequent references to the Board
of Health, and meetings were
5till held on the second floor of
the Empire Hose Company.
President Wood, Trustees Austin,
Chichester and Duncan were an
activist Board, amending laws to
read: "“No dog shall be permitted
to run at large unless

This Board also kept Clerk
Parnell busy notifying Mr. W.H.M.
to have his sidewalk fixed
properly on or before May 1st,
else the Village would attend to
same and charge the expense to
said property holder. Clerk

Parnell was also to notify
citizens that city water would
soon be available to the Village,
and all were urged "to install
some". It was further noted by
the Board that unknown persons
dumped refuse on land near Tate,
and the Board of Health was to be
notified.

By 1938
meetings were lengthy, dealing
with problems such as the
outrageous demands of the Spring
Valley Water Company for
hydrants; traffic light
installation at Piermont and
Paradise Avenues; the request
from the Erie Railroad to
substitute a crossing gate for
flashing lights and a watchman.

To assist them, Mayor Hogan,

Village Board

Trustees Bick, Hurban, Piper and
Stebbins had a Slum Clearance
Commission. Clerk Auryansen
fired off telegrams to Albany

concerning the W.P.A. project of
interest to all <citizens--the
construction of the Village Hall.
Comfort Coal and Lumber Co., low
bidder, was awarded the Village
Hall hardware contract for $165.,
and a bid of $648. won the
millwork contract.

Fire Department concerns were
heard as Mr. O’Hara called the
Board’s attention to the
difficulty the Fire Department
had due to cars parked on Hudson
Terrace. The matter was referred
to the Police Committee.

It was agreed that the fee
for the use of the Village Hall
would be waived for the Ladies

Auxiliary meeting "because the
ladies are a great help."

In 1963 Mayor Memmolo
congratulated the Highway
Department for the splendid work
that they had been doing in
keeping streets clear of snow.
Trustees DiFrancesca, Hickey,
Lowry and Lynch sought more
details from Mr. Yuda (who, by
this time,ghad already served
many years as Village Engineer)
about the sewer project.
Included in the work would be
expansion of the Ferdon Avenue
pump station capacity, as well as
the enlargement of the Piermont
Avenue pump station and
installation of new lines.

It was noted that the Village
Hall was being used regularly for
church services. Village Clerk
John A. Boyan read a report
describing the difficulty the
Fire Department was having in
driving along Hudson Terrace
because of parked cars.

If you attend meetings in
1988, you will, no doubt, hear
the Village Board approve
abstracts detailing Highway
Department payroll items, and
though the costs will be many
times greater that the 1888
wages, someone will express the
thought that the department does
a fantastic job of snow removal.
You are sure to hear a repeat of

the 1913 concerns about "unknown
persons dumping refuse", dogs
running loose, and a property

owner who isn‘t maintaining his
Continued on page 15




This 1s the Way
It Was-

Piermont Between the Wars

"I could remember, as a young
man, the main street in town
still wasn’t paved. Most people
still rode around in horse and
carriages, and there were
watering troughs for the horses
in front of most of the
buildings. There was a big one
with a fountain in 1it, right
where Xavier’s Restaurant is
today. We had three butcher
shops, four or five restaurants,
lots of hotels, two diners, two
tailors, a Grand Union, a
Butler’s and a Bohacks, two drug
stores, two shoe makers, two
clothing stores, and the present
Post Office was the blacksmith’s
shop."

Over a cup of tea, Frank
Scolaro, who has 1lived in
Piermont since 1912, and has had
his barber shop going for 57 of
his 76 years, reminisced for the
Newsletter. Most of his
remembrances covered the years
from 1918 through the 1930’s.

"Every day Gerlack’s Bakery
wagon loaded up with fresh-made

breads, rolls and cakes for
delivery to folks in Tappan,
Orangeburg and Blauvelt. You

gotta remember, it was very rural
here then. There was no 9W to
speak of. That was also just a
dirt road. 1In some ways Piermont
was bigger than Nyack."

"Right behind me," Frank
pointing to where the new Carlyle

Killer was."

"In those days,
lot of business here. The
terminal for the Erie Railroad
was still here before they moved
it to Jersey City. Lots of men
worked for the railroad and lived
here in the many hotels. The old
Gair Paper Company, alone,
employed about 1200 people."

When asked what folks did for
entertainment, Frank’s warm face
lit up even further.

there was a

"Gosh, there was so much to
do here. First of all, there
were white sandy beaches

stretching right up through to
Grandview. Every weekend during

From the collection of Howard Brawner

thirteen saloons."

When asked what Piermont
lacked in the early days, Frank
scratched his head for a moment,
"You know that’s a funny thing,
we never had a movie house or a
bank. Both of those were in
Sparkill. Mr. Bauer was supposed
to build the bank here but at the
last minute built it in Sparkill.
And the 1little movie theatre is
still standing in Sparkill. You
wouldn‘t recognize it. Today
it’s a private house."

Frank has lived most of his
years on Main Street, and with
all the many changes that have
taken place, he still says,
"pPiermont is still the same."

Wouldn‘t it be great, though,
if we had white sandy beaches to
swim from this summer?

Don Rlauhut

development 1is to rise, '"was the summer 50 buses used to come
Lawson’s Livery barn. Most up from the city and Jersey. It
everybody kept their horses was 1like a little Coney Island
there. Then, of course, right here. Right up where Cornettas
across the street from the Post is today, was a bowling alley, a
Office (then, the Blacksmith’s) carousel, hand swings, a dance
was Ferrante’s Grocery where the hall. I ran a pool hall next to
murder took place. And still to the barber shop, and if that
this day. nobody knows who the wasn’t enough, we had about
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What's Sauce for the Goose...

With all the attention being paid to Piermont's environment by some neigh-
boring communities, it seems inevitable that someone in Piermont would reply
in kind. This whimisical letter actually drew a response from the DEC.

123 Paradise Avenue
Piermont, New York 10968
10 November 1988

Paul Keller

Regional Director

NYSDEC Region 3

21 South Putt Corners Road
New Paltz, New York 12561

Dear Mr. Keller:

I am advised by a highly-
placed reliable source that
radiocactive waste emanating from
the former Nike site to the west
of Route 9W in Orangetown, New
York, has drained eastward and
downward and under 9W into the
entire village of Grandview,
contaminating it.

I sincerely hope that your
tests of this alleged hazarad
prove to be negative and thus
spare Grandview the need to
excavate itself into another

Babel. (My reference is biblical
because the Environment is sacred
to me.)

I trust that your response to
my report of possible nuclear
holocaust in a village contiguous
to my own will be distinguished
by the same alacrity and care
which your office has shown in
responding to other alarming
reports made by other concerned
citizens.

Yours truly,
Robert B. Sennish

cc: Hon. .Mario Cuomo, Governer
Hon. Lorraine Moscow, Mayor
of Grandview
Hon. William Goswick, Mayor
of Piermont

New York State

Department of
Environmental Conservation
21 South Putt Corners Road
New Paltz, NY 12561

(914) 255-5453

November 17, 1988

Robert B. Sennish
123 Paradise Avenue
Piermont, NY 10968

Dear Sir:

Paul Keller has referred your
November 11, 1988 letter to me
for response.

I have forwarded the letter
to Dr. Paul Merges in the Bureau
of Energy and Radiation for
consideration and appropriate DEC
response. He will be in contact
with you.

Very truly yours,
Albert Klauss
Regional Engineer
Region 3

AK:ss

cc: Dr. Paul Merges, DHSR, Albany
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Tappan Zee II
Update

Much attention has been given
recently to the recommendation

for the building of another
cross-Hudson bridge - possibly
across the Tappan Zee. While

little has surfaced about this
issue in headlines lately, there
has been a lot of activity in the
region that could easily bring
the Tappan Zee II concept back
into the spotlight.

The New York State Department
of Transportation has been
holding monthly meetings of its
High Occupancy Vehicle/Traffic
Systems Management Task Force to
study and find solutions for
commuter congestion on the Tappan
Zee Bridge.

The river village
representatives at these
meetings: Lorraine Moscow, Mayor
of the Village of Grandview;
Hazard Gillespie, President of
the Tappan Zee Preservation
Coalition, and I -‘have Dbeen
impressed by the DOT’s
conscientious, workmanlike
effort. Today’s commuter is
already benefiting from the
additisnal traffic lane eastbound
on the bridge and added toll
plazas, and can look forward to
High Occupancy Vehicle lanes,
eastbound in the morning,
westbound in the evening, in the
near future. Improved mass
transportation options--buses,
vans, monorail--are also in the
study stage. Of these three,
monorail is the most costly and
problematic, given the range of
Westchester destinations needing
to be serviced.

Traffic movement on the
Tappan Zee bridge 1is not the
usual concern of local
government, or conservationists.
Dut in this <case, with the
possibility of a new cross-Hudson
span, we are monitoring regional
traffic planning.

What is truly troubling to
this observer is that the DOT’s
approach to today‘s TZ bridge
problems is a myopic one,
focusing on the Rockland to
Westchester commuter, who, in no
way, represents the total picture
of present or future usage of the
Suffern-Westchester corridor.

Localized bridge-traffic
problem solving doesn’t take into
consideration the completion of
the I-287 connection aon Suffern,
which will hook-up the thruway
with New Jersey’s I=-287, crossing

HISTORY QUIZ

Can you name this Piermont event? Whoever names the closest
date and description of what's going on in this picture by Sally
Savage wins a free PCA tote bag with a design of Main Street.
Phone Sally at 359-5735; be sure to leave your name and address
clearly if you get the answering machine.

the bridge, crossing Westchester
on an expanded 1-287 to the New
England Thruway, creating a
Beltway around New York City--a
major commercial route to New
England, not simply a commuter
route.

No amount of HOV’s will
alleviate the load of commercial
traffic on this corridor.

By making interchange
improvements to funnel traffic
across the bridge, Mayor Moscow
feels the DOT is ignoring the
growth in Rockland and Orange
Counties parallel to the river,
growth that is creating its own
centers of employment.

These northern centers of
industry and commerce will be
screaming for traffic

improvements within the next few
years, so the creation of a

commercial beltway across the
Tappan 2ee 1is simply poor
planning.

Hazard Gillespie envisions

the completion, in two years, of
the I-287 New Jersey connection,
overwhelming any solutions to
commuter traffic that the task
force has come up with. His
concern is that DOT will throw up
its hands, saying it has tried
HOV’s, TMS’s and they are not
enough--time for a new span.
Isabelle Savell, founder of

the Tappan Zee preservation

coalition would say "Don’t
double-cross the Tappan Zee" by
believing that localized commuter
traffic solutions will play any
part as a deterrent to a second
bridge. I have to agree.

In the meantime, the commuter
is placated by improved
conditions; 1legislators say
funding for a bridge isn’t there;
and vreprecentatives from the
River Villages, as well as the
Tappan Zee Preservation
Coalition, and Westchester'’s
Federated Conservationists
(skeptics that we are) will
continue to attend strategy
sessions and demand that the New
York State Department of
Transportation look at the bigger
picture--the future needs of
regional growth, and trucking--
not just the Rockland-Westchester
commuter, and plan accordingly.

Margaret Grace
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If you have a pre-schocler
tumbling around the house, now'’s
the time to check into The
Community Playgroup. Located in
the Community Center, the
Playgroup offers a variety of
programs designed to serve the
needs of children in the area.

There’s a full-day program
for pre-schoolers, an after-
school program for kinder-
garteners, morning programs for 3
and 4-year o0lds, and a new
toddler-mom program for the
younger set. Plans are in the
works to institute a Lamaze
childbirth class for the pre-
natal crowd, starting in January.

The Community Playgroup is a
private non-profit organization
dedicated to pre-school children.
Now entering its 25th year, the
Playgroup thrives, thanks to
Director Elaine Trotta, teachers
Amy Cole, Lisa Walsh, Laura
Hudson, Carolyn Klein and Maureen
Hobday: office starft Barbara
Donizetti and Lois Holmes,
the many whose efforts over
years have helped make
programe so succescsful.

This past November, the
Playgroup recognized such an
individual. Phyllis Helbraun,
Executive Director of the
Rockland County Council for Young
Children, was honored with a

and
the
its

to right:
ney Kenneth Gribbetz;
Community Playgroup;
Care Coalition;

director of the Rockland Council for Young Children.
Elizabeth O'Connor, representing District Attor-
John Dippel, board president of the

Jean Mian, chair of the Rockland Child
Phyllis Helbraun;
ector of Nyack Head Start;
Trotta, director of the Community Playgroup;

Featured guests at a reception sponsored by the Community
Playgroup, held in honor of Phyllis Helbraun, executive

Left

Mary Jane Pauling, dir-—
State Senator Eugene Levy; Elaine
Harriet Cornell,

member of the County lLegislautre; and Dr. Thomas Clark, pres-
ident of Rockland Community College.

Is There a Pre-Schooler 1n the House?

reception for her many years of
service and long-standing support
of the Playgroup. The dedication
and perserverance of individuals
like Phyllis allows the Playgroup
to provide the high quality,
affordable child care that has
become synonymous with its name.
It you‘re interested in

enrolling a child in the
Playgroup, or if you’‘re a
Playgroup alum or former staff

member who’d like to take part in
a 25th anniversary celebration,
please call 359-9174.

John Dippel

New Places
on Main Street

Shopping in Piermont is
always a pleasant, peaceful
experience, even with the holiday
season in full swing.

New to Main street this year
is Whisperi ines, which
occupies the former site of the
Hudson Valley Bazaar (now located
at the other end of the block).
The scent of balsam and birchbark
are overwhelming as one enters

palace of Adirondack
Memories of summer

at the sight of
blankets, pine-
in every size,

this
nostalgia.
camp prevail
colorful wool
stuffed pillows
beaded 1Indian-style jewelry,
birch bark souvenir canoes, and
wooden Adirondack chairs. There
selection of

is an excellent
books as well as gifts of all
types.

Down the street a bit is
L’Atelier, the new gallery of
fine arts. In addition to

December’s featured Russian and
Bulgarian art, the gallery
displays wunusual furniture and
objets d’art from the Orient as
well as the United States.
Previous exhibits have included
photographs of Hudson River
sunrises by Irving Swire, antique
Oriental scrolls on silk and rice
paper, bronze sculptures, and
Chinese and Japanese porcelains.
Up at the other end of Main
Street we begin salivating at the

mere suggestion of the
Bittersweet Truffle Cake at
Bittersweet Pastries. Described

by its creator as "sinfully rich,
deliciously dark, very dense and

very creamy", this chocolate
confection <can be shipped

anywhere in the U.S. from October

through May. Any number of
delectable goodies can be ordered
here for holiday gifts and
dessert.

Leslie Stewart







