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Factories Flattened, Flywheel Stays On

The vibes you've been experiencing in the neigh-
borhood of the old Clevepak and Federal factory
buildings are due not to hangover or the phase
that your bio-rhythms are in but to the modest
earthquakes caused by the demolition of the fac-
tory buildings.

You have the wrecking ball and an assortment of
massive earth-moving equipment to thank for the
vibes--all so far within the acceptable IPS (in-
ches per second) range--as one ton of bricks after
another succumbs to the carefully engineered as=-
sault. One ancient relic still stands: a steel
flywheel twenty feet in diameter first used in
1902 by the Piermont Paper Co. to generate in-
house electricity. When the wrecking ball recently
began doing dangerous bank-shots off this immov-
able object, project manager Gary Koehnken, decid-
ing that turf was turf, called off his crane. So,

After weeks of anticipation, the landmark water-
tower finally dropped - in a direction that sur-
prised the demolition experts.

Photo by Sally Savage

in the commercial area of the new Piermont
Landing--an area whose boutiques will be smart,
fashionable, and with-it to some and artifacts of
South Street Seaport glitz to others=--the fly=-
wheel, like a gritty old lady who wouldn't budge,

will stand, according to Koehnken, as a memorial
to things past. Nice.
Koehnken, a civil engineer who has served as

project manager on various sites for such as Swiss

Continued on page 3



 Presidents Corner

: 3;.Héiloween may be out of fashion in most of the

- -U.8, but in Piermont Halloween is still very much
"ilive v,

Great costumes are part of the Piermont

‘tradition. At the local Elementary, Middle and

.jﬁigp~5chools many of the students now choose not

““4£0.come in costume for the Halloween festivities
but Piermont's youths are well decked out. The
preschoolers from the Community Playgroup get into
the tradition early with a Halloween-afternoon

" march down Main street to Kane Park in imaginative
homemade costumes.

Halloween evening in Piermont centers around the
firehouse. Most Village children go Trick or
Treat'n shortly after dark and arrive at the fire~
house around 7:00 for a magic show and party
sponsored by the firemen. But in Piermont it's
not just the children that get into the Halloween
swing for there are as many adults in outlandish
getups as children. This can be observed at the
Halloween Parade down Main Street from the fire-
house to Kane Park after the magic show. Hundreds
of Villagers of all ages troup along laughing and
chatting, led by fire engines and the colorful
Blue Phantom marching band.

Late night Halloween fun can be found at the
PCA's annual Halloween Costume Ball at the Village

Hall. Here adult costume imagination reaches its
heights. This year we had a good crowd and great
costumes. Prize winners were: Hazel and Hae Kim

decked out for U.S. Constitution celebrations in
star-spangled red, white and blue; Tom Mitchell
and Paula Huggins as giant mushrooms; and Grace
Meyer, elegant in a gold period costume from the

1930's.

The Grand Prize winner was Margaret Grace
(Johnson), who came as a huge silver model of the
Tappan Zee Bridge. Tappan Zee Bridge #2, a twin
to Margaret's TZ #1 and worn by Rod Johnson, broke
apart when the judges, Bob and Marilyn Heitman,
rejected his bid for a prize while the crown
chanted - no TZ - two!! Next year come join the
dancing, eat the marvelous hors d'oeuvres and take
part in the general foolishness of Halloween in
Piermont.

On a more serious note. The Carlyle Pier
proposal is still in flux as the Village Board
works on the Final Environmental Impact Statement.
A modified proposal for the project is currently
being hammered out with Carlyle which could lessen
some of the more serious impacts on the Village,
Pier, and Marsh. The PCA hopes the retail com=
ponent of the project is substantially reduced and
the residential portion is shifted toward the Vil-
lage and away from the environmentally and visual-
ly sensitive eastern end of the Pier property.

The executive planning sessions of the Village

Board-for these discussions have not been open to
the public so we must wait to see what the final
outcome is,

The Public Hearing on the Pier Project scheduled
for November 17 has been shifted to December 1.
This change was necessary because legal notifica-
tion of the scheduled Nov. 17th public hearing was
not given within the prescribed time limit. This,
in turn, changes the date for completion of the
Final Environmental Impact Statement (F.E.I.S,) to
January 16.

There is still a considerable amount of work
ahead for the Village Board and the Village's
Boards and commissions. After the F.E.I.8. is ac-
cepted sometime next January there will be many
planning meetings necessary for a zoning change

and a site plan review on the Carlyle pier pro=-
ject.

Public input is still worthwhile and necessary.
The Village Board can only give us a project which
will prove acceptable to residents if they receive
input, so speak up and let your elected officials
know what you are thinking. Call or write a Board
member or come to a Village Board Meeting. The
Board meets most Tuesdays at the Village Hall,

8:00.
Carolyn Kent

John A. Gallucci
H915-19871 _

There are few in Piermont whose lives
were not touched by John Galluceci, A Jjust
Jjudge, a solid attorney, and a man whose
smile and humor could light up the greyest
days, he was one of those rarities - a
touchstone of the community he loved, and
which treasured him in return. Struck by a
fatal heart attack on October 31, he leaves
us heartsore.

John came to Piermont in
even thought of leaving. His wife, Roxane,
a native of Piermont, recalls, ",..he always
wished he had been born here, too".

During World War II, John served as a
Captain in the Army Air Force, where he won
his wings as a navigator. A graduate of
Cornell Law School, he hung his shingle in
Nyack, but for many, many years served as
Police Justice in Piermont. He fit his jud-
icial robes well, and later served for 15
years as Justice of the Rockland County
Court. There, in the words of a Journal News
editorial, he took his love of a fac-
tory town and its people to the bench and
administered justice fairly and squarely in
the name of humankind.” Ted Merrill
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Factories Flattened, Flywheel Stays On

the

Where the buildings were.
new Piermont flats.

Aerial photo shows

Nestles and who, while an employee of Clevepak,
did the development plans for the present site,
signed on with Carlyle Piermont Corporation in No-
vember of 1986. Affable, articulate, and smart,
Koehnken talked openly with this reporter about
the best and worst aspects of the demolition phase
of the project.

Among the best aspects,
of the workers,

he said, was that none
employed by subcontractor A. J.

Mazzochi, Inc., has so far gotten hurt. He
thought, also, that disruption to life in Piermont
had, in keeping with Carlyle's alleged aim, been

minimal. 1ln another reference to the company's
good faith, he noted that the demolition phase has
been prolonged by at least two weeks because of
nis decision not to usc a hydrohammer, a macro-
jackhammer attached to a power vehicle, which
3plits rock and concrete at decibels many times
ver those of a wrecking ball. With per-month car-
‘ying costs alone in the lower six figures, the
lecision to prolong was an expensive one.

Estimates for landfill on the site run from
‘0,000 to 60,000 cubic yards with elevations from
‘hree to four feet. Asked about the effect this
1ill have on adjacent floodplains (say, Paradise
.venue), Koehnken referred to the Draft Environ-
ilental Statement of July 1987, which states: "The
eneficial effects of the new fill will be that
verland runoff onto the adjoining properties will
@ reduced..." (Those of us who live on the ad-
joining properties are waiting and seeing and
ceeping our waders dry.) Fill, by the way, will go
in in stages, the first to include the west-
ern/commercial area, together with the condomized
(sie) Building #28, and is to be completed some
three or four years from now.

A planned fire broke out--planned, that is, to
the extent that it was proposed by Koehnken as a
way to dispose of demolition rubble and thus avoid
the noise and pavement punishment of trucking it
out. Local firemen, seeing the proposal as an op-
portunity for fire-control drills, got permits
from the County Health Department and the local
Fire Inspector to burn and control. Soon after the
burning began, a few smoke complaints by residents
were registered with both the Department and the
lnspector, whereupon the latter rescinded the
permit, and the rubble was trucked out. (A call to
the Health Department revealed that its on-site
engineer assayed the smoke toxicity as negli-
gible.)

A minor oil-spill occurred when the operator
a metal-cutting machine, a huge shear, sliced a
tube that fed the fuel--hydraulic oil. Sand was
used to soak up the oil, although a resident of
Paradise Avenue later noticed oil film on water
running off into Sparkill Creek. Damming took care
of that problem.

Fill, fire, spill. What do they add up to? Gary
Koehnken amiably insists that the fill, together
with a new drainaqe system for Piermont Landing,
will decrease flood, that the fire produced an
overreaction, and that the spill was a human error
swiftly corrected. Maybe he's right. On what spine
off the next phase of the process - pile driving -
will produce, your guess is as qood as mine.

A visitor to the site, razed of its dilapidated
buildings, beholds a rather stark and wondrous
wasteland, the basis for, according to Carlyle, a
new and improved Piermont, and according to
others, gentrification at its trendiest. The fly-
wheel --let's qive credit where it's due, to
Koehnken=- bears mute and monumental witness to
the chanqe that is taking place. Meanwhile, wait
and see--and keep your waders dry.

of

--Bob Sennish
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House Portraits

Black and white pen/ink drawing of homes and

buildings from photographs. Many years

experience with real estate agencies and private

commissions. These make wonderful gifts for
friends, family, or yoursclf!

Prices start from $75.00 and include matting. For
more details, please call James Kimak evenings and
weekends at (914) 359-1158.
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Parkland:

The Pier and Path
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What lies in store for the end of the Pier -
the part beyond the "dogleg" that marks the east-
ern edge of the Carlyle Development Corp. proper-
ty? Some residents want a boat-launching ramp
#here while others would like that part of the
Pier to remain in its present semi-developed
state,

The boat-launching facility has been under con-
sideration for over a year, since it was incor-
porated in the LWRP (Local Waterfront Revitaliza-
tion Program) adopted by the Village as a guide to
future waterfront development. In fact, the Vil-
lage jumped the gun when it constructed a boat
ramp there for a speedboat regatta in the summer
of 1986, an act that landed the Village in
trouble. The location of the ramp, on the south
side of the end of the Pier, happened to be on
property owned not by the Village but by the State
Department of Environmental Conservation. The DEC
threatened to sue the Village, which promptly
closed the ramp.

Over the past year, the DEC has undergone a
change of mind. It now looks on a lauching facil=-
ity as a forward step in its long-term goal of
"access to the river", It has agreed to trade its
land at the end of the Pier in exchange for a par-
cel of Village land next to the ballfield on the
Sparkill Creek. Now the Village can build a
permanent launching facility at the end of the
Pier.

Some residents question whether that is a good
location for a boating facility. It is an area of
calm and tranquility, they point out, perfect for
casual walking, birdewatching, picnicking and
fishing. They do not want its serenity broken by
an influx of boat trailers and trailer parking,
which they claim would disturb both the people who
enjoy it and the wildlife that lives there. They
would like the Pier beyond the dogleg to stay the
way it is until the impact of the Carlyle develop-
ment becomes clear.

The five Village Trustees, with whom the
ultimate decision lies, are of various minds about
a launching ramp at this site. Mayor Goswick and
Don Cocker are in favor; Charles Berger and John
Zahn are predisposed to it but officially noncom-
mitted; Margaret Grace is opposed. All of them
agree that some kind of launching facility is
desireable somewhere, if only for the use of Vil-
lage boat owners and not the general public.

Trustee Zahn: "At the present time, I would
vote for a ramp where the closed ramp is, but pre=

er it be restricted to Village residents."
Berger: "It seems like the best alternative be-
cause it is on the south side, and less suscep-
tible to winds and currents than the north side
where another ramp would have to be located."
Trustee Grace, the only outspoken opponent of a
ramp on the end of the Pier, is against "citify-

ing" an area that is essentially Village parkland.

The site Ms. Grace prefers is on the Carlyle
property itself, by persuading the developer to
share with the Village the ramp it intends to
build as part of a proposed marina. "Carlyle
could provide launching just for Villagers," Ms.
Grace says, "because there are so few of them,"

At the same time, she maintains that Carlyle
could provide parking facilities for these few
boat trailers from the large number of spaces they
have set aside for future marina-related ac-
tivities. Carlyle has not so far agreed to a
sharing plan. It has not yet applied for permis-
sion to build its marina from the many agencies
involved. That process could take several years.

Erie Path Controversy

Another issue involving Village parkland is
creating differences of opinion among Village
residents. It involves the Erie Path, the former
railroad right-of -way west of Hudson Terrace, and
whether additional car parking should be allowed
there.

Since its designation as a Village park, the path
has been restricted to hikers and emergency
vehjicles, except for a single resident of Hudson
Terrace who has been granted parking rights be-
cause of a heart condition. When another Hudsor
Terrace resident requested similar permission for
a similar medical problem this summer, a number of
residents objected. They cited what they saw as a
trend that would be harmful to the natural beauty
of the park, that could rut the path, create ob-
stacles to hiking, and eventually lead to the
path's becoming a road.

Without prior public notice, the Board voted to
allow any resident with a medical problem that
made access to their Hudson Terrace house dif=
ficult to park on the Erie Path, following ap-
proval at a public hearing. Trustee Grace cast
the only negative vote, although she did so
"reluctantly," she explained, in the interest of
preserving Village parkland. So far, nobody has

applied for the necessary public hearing to park a
car.

Your Opinion Needed

The Newsletter would like to know your opinion
on the pending issue of boat=-launching and
trailer-parking on the end of the Pier. Should
there be a facility at this location? 1If so,
should it be open to the public or restricted to
Piermont residents? And if you feel strongly on
this issue, you can contact the Trustees or attend
the Tuesday Village Board meetings.

Bob Cone
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