
In Mid-October, Mayor Chris Sand-
ers testified before the State Stand-
ing Committee on Environmental 

Conservation to urge passage of a Sew-
age Right to Know Law.  His testimony 
was timely, coming at the heels of 
the very concerning sampling results 
taken from locations on the Sparkill 
Creek and Piermont’s Hudson River 
waters this summer by the Hudson 
River Fisherman’s Association.

Mayor Chris Sanders:
“In Rockland County, along the Tap-

pan Zee, the renovation of riverfront 
communities like the Village of Piermont 
in the 1980’s and 90’s was tied to the 
improving health of the Hudson River. 
In Piermont, we were successful in mak-
ing the transition from turning our back 
on the river, to the public embracing the 
Hudson as a national treasure.

And while the Village of Piermont 
was able to transform an early 20th cen-
tury factory town to a 21st century res-
idential community, we still live with 
a 19th century wastewater infrastruc-
ture.  With every large rainfall, raw or 
untreated sewage continues to overflow 
into the Hudson River and its tributar-
ies.  Many of the sewage outfall pipes 
are located near “unofficial” beaches 
and frequently used areas of recreation.

We have reached a divide between 
reality and perception - perhaps a vic-
tim of our success.  Most often, the river 
is the cleanest it has been in decades.  
Yet there are instances where the news 
of significant sewage discharges rein-
forces long held perceptions that even 
casual contact with the Hudson, at any 
time, can be unhealthy.

The challenge from this infrastruc-
ture will continue for the foreseeable 
future.  According to an EPA survey, 
the two facilities near Piermont, which 
have a direct impact on our unique salt 
water estuary, will need over $81 mil-
lion dollars in infrastructure upgrades. 
Meanwhile, these discharges will con-
tinue and their potential impacts on 
health are not communicated in a way 

that is actionable.  For instance, in 
Nyack this summer, the junior sailing 
camp had to decide whether or not to 
continue its program after the news of 
the sewage spill into the Hudson from 
the North River treatment plant in New 
York. Missing in the news reports were 
the details to make good decisions on 
where and when it is safe to be in the 
river.

We can increase monitoring by the 
inclusion of the entire Hudson River 
estuary, bank to bank, south of Troy 
into the BEACH act of 2000, (note:  
think of the Jones Beach water quality 
alerts) which mandates monitoring and 
assessment of coastal recreation waters 
adjacent to points of access by the pub-
lic, and prompt notification regarding 
public health and safety.  We also need 
to designate the Hudson as an “out-
standing natural resource”, specific 
language that offers greater protection 
through the Clean Water Act.

We need the public informed with-

out reinforcing the fear that the river 
is a septic catastrophe, lest the public 
throw up its collective hands and turn 
its back on the river again, rolling back 
decades of community action, envi-
ronmental and economic progress. I 
believe that an accessible flow of con-
stant data on the water quality of the 
Hudson will serve to engage the public 
in this continual effort to improve the 
health of the Hudson River. 

Local municipalities need a system 
to communicate on a consistent basis 
the health of the river and its tributar-
ies to the general public.  We support 
the effort to enact legislation for daily 
information that will establish an objec-
tive picture, a baseline of the health of 
the river to aid in recognizing spikes 
in pathogens.  This will help guide us 
to make the tough political decisions 
to invest in the infrastructure and con-
tinue to improve our environment.”

~Christopher Sanders, 
Mayor of Piermont
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The Mayor Speaks For Our Waterways

Overflow gushes from sewer outflow connection box on Pier Road during 
heavy rain.  Photo by Margaret Grace
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If you haven’t yet considered 
becoming a “Friend” of the Piermont 
Facebook page you should. The page 
has become an important village bul-
letin board. Folks click in to find out 
what’s happening. Many also use it as a 
virtual street corner where they meet to 
brag, gossip, and gripe and show their 
best photos.

Piermont singer-songwriter Marc 
Farre started the page about three years 
ago, but it took Hurricane Irene to make 
it popular. With the big storm threaten-
ing, membership quadrupled. Fearful 
residents, desperate for local informa-
tion, found the page and started check-
ing it for its regular updates.

Most television and radio stations 
were making it seem as if the Four Horse-
men of the Apocalypse were already at 
end of the pier, set to destroy our little 
village. But if you were reading the cau-
tious forecasts Klaus Jacob was making 
on the Piermont page, you would have 
known that things were going to be bad, 
but we would survive. Jacob, a retired 
Lamont scientist who lives in the oft-
flooded Bogertown section of Piermont, 
has long sent high water warnings to his 
neighbors. For the first time, its regular 
updates were available to all.

While 
Irene raged, 

and after, there 
were announce-

ments from our Police and Fire 
Departments and Department of Public 
Works. Marc and others posted photos 
of flooded houses, swamped streets and 
downed trees so that those who were 
stuck in their houses could see what 
was happening.

And when it was all over, many 
put messages of thanks on the site to 
the volunteers and village employees 
who had worked tirelessly through the 
storm. They had performed magnifi-
cently, as they always do, but this time 
the outpouring of gratitude was visible 
to everyone. As Piermont began pull-
ing itself together, Marc posted notices 
from FEMA about financial aid.

Bulletin boards can be fascinating 
and even charming. This one is no 
exception. In a typical posting, a woman 
is looking for, “a 2 bedroom apt with 
no fee in Piermont that allows pets.” 
Another warns, “…please be aware, this 
is tree-falling season on the [Erie] path. 
The ground has become so saturated 
that some trees just give way. Between 
that and the trees that are already dead 
and overloaded with vines, there’s a 
real issue up here on what we Upper 
Piermonters refer to as Our Sidewalk.” 

Someone wants to know about reliable 
movers. Almost immediately, she gets 
several recommendations. The same 
thing happens when a person seeks a 
reliable pet sitter. Recommendations 
are quickly posted. Noisy motorcy-
cles are driving Marc Farre crazy and 
he rants about them. The site explodes 
with sympathetic comments from other 
Piermonters. They are livid about the 
unbearable racket the machines make 
and other traffic problems. I post a 
comment suggesting that people bring 
their complaints to the next Village 
Board meeting. (They are held at 7:30 
pm on the first and third Tuesdays of 
every month. They reserve the first 
agenda item for the public to comment 
on any item not on the agenda.) Mayor 
Sanders, who obviously had been eye-
ing the page, seems surprised when 
no one shows up that Tuesday to gripe 
about the motorcycles. So am I. The 
meeting passes without any traffic dis-
cussion. The page is a great outlet but 
complaining on it about village issues 
doesn’t change anything. When a Pier-
monter comes to a meeting and speaks 
the Village Board listens. If a group of 
angry citizens with the same complaint 
backs that person up, it usually takes 
action. It’s power to the people, but the 
people must show up. 

~ Bob Samuels   

President’s Corner
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John Gallucci will become the new-
est trustee on the Piermont Village 
Board in January, joining our mayor, 

Christopher Sanders and fellow trust-
ees Joan Gussow, Audie Moran and 
Mark Blomquist.  He will be replacing 
Steven Silverberg, who did not run for a 
second term as trustee.

While new to the Village Board, John 
has lived in Piermont his entire life and 
both his parents grew up in the village 
as well. John lives in a lovely Victorian 
home with his wife Ann, son John and 
daughter Caitlin, and where he main-
tains a legal practice.

John says his decision to join the 
Board, which provides operational 
oversight of Piermont, is inspired by 
his love of the village. “Piermont is my 
home and has a special character, which is kind of a patch-
work quilt—we have such a blend of different kinds of peo-
ple and homes. We will have to balance a sense of continu-
ity as well as inevitable change as the village continues to 
evolve.” 

Another motivator for John to get involved is his desire 
to give back to the community.  He explains that growing 
up, he was very influenced by President John F. Kennedy’s 

famous inaugural speech, in which 
he proclaimed, “Ask not what your 
country can do for you.  Ask what you 
can do for your country.”  John sees 
the role of Trustee as a way to make 
a meaningful contribution to our com-
munity.

Admitted to the New York Bar in 
1978, John’s practice includes a range 
of legal services, including real estate, 
banking work and estate law. “I will 
definitely bring my legal background 
to the Trustee role,” he explains, “not 
to supplement what the Village Attor-
ney does, but rather, as a way of think-
ing and analyzing issues.”  

John was commissioned to conduct 
a study to examine combining the 
police forces of Nyack and Piermont 

more than ten years ago, and the insights from that experience 
was a big factor in his decision to join the Village Board today. 
“I was quite surprised by the data, when I looked at how little 
money Piermont would save by disbanding our police force,” 
he said. “I intend to bring the same kind of data-based deci-
sion making to my role as Trustee, whether we are consider-
ing the budget, governance or other issues before the board.” 

In this time of tight financial constraints, John recognizes 
that there will be many trade-off decisions that the board 
will have to tackle. He expects that his broad business back-
ground, combined with his legal training, will help inform 
the issues that he will be called upon to address with his 
fellow trustees. At the same time, his perspective is that 
Piermont citizens should play an active role around emerg-
ing issues. “I feel strongly that people shouldn’t bring up 
complaints without also offering potential solutions.” John 
promises that when Piermonters bring up issues before the 
Village Board, he will listen to their concerns, and expects 
that they will also offer ideas about how to solve problems—
a perspective no doubt shaped by the JFK speech he heard 
decades ago.

~Marjorie Derven

New On The Board: Meet Piermont’s Incoming Trustee: John A. Gallucci, Jr., Esq.
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John Gallucci. Photo by Fred Burrell
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Bob Samuels opens his riveting soon-to-be-published 
memoir, Blue Water, White Water, with a short anecdote 
about a dinner party celebrating his 70th birthday. He 

gives no hint of his physical status until the final line when 
he takes his place at a beautifully set table and switches off 
his electric wheelchair. It seems only appropriate then to open 
with an anecdote of my own about this remarkably happy 
man and his bravely touching, terrifying, and often profanely 
funny book about his life-changing encounter thirty years ago 
with Guillain-Barré syndrome.

A couple of years ago, Bob parked the wheelchair-acces-
sible van in which his companion Karen Brown and myself 
were passengers, across from Fiesta Mexico on Route 303.  We 
had descended to the sidewalk and were watching the traffic 
in preparation for crossing when Bob sped out onto the high-
way in his wheelchair as Karen vainly called out “Bob, watch 
it!”   He made it.  Clearly he had opted for a survivor’s life 
that was daring, as well as full.

On the morning of December 2, 1981, after waking up with 
a slight weakness in his left leg that seemed to grow worse 
as he prepared for the day, Bob found himself in the emer-
gency room at Nyack Hospital, frustrated by the thought of 
missing a day of work. By the end of the day he was in inten-
sive care, with a tentative diagnosis—later confirmed—of 
Guillain-Barré, a syndrome that destroys the fatty sheaths 
around the motor nerves, impairing their ability to transmit 
information. 

By evening, now too weak to pick up the phone, he is 
moved to intensive care and hooked up to a urinary catheter.  
Then, when his wife Rikki has gone to dinner, he is put on a 
respirator which they had not been warned would make it 
impossible for him to speak to her when she returned. In the 
next few weeks, desperate to communicate with her, with 
rare visitors (Rikki is keeping everyone away as he requests) 
and most of all the with nurses and doctors on whom he is 
helplessly dependent, he can do nothing but blink or move 
his eyes back and forth—sometimes frantically—to attract 
attention to anything that’s going wrong.  And for a long 
time lots of things go wrong.

As a newspaper man, and later Editor of a company mag-
azine called The Texaco Star (called an “oil slick” by one 
friend), Bob had lived a happy, healthy, and successful 45 
years. Raised mostly in Rockland, he attended school in Pier-
mont until he went to Nyack High. He met his wife-to-be 
Rikki while reporting at the White Plains Reporter Dispatch, 
one of a succession of newspaper jobs (including stints on two 
New York City dailies). After their marriage in 1961, they pro-
duced a son. Twenty years later, with Texaco, Bob was enjoy-
ing the opportunity to travel for his magazine. 

Now, abruptly, he was helpless. In the often terrify-
ing weeks that followed his hospitalization, he faced suc-
cessively more devastating realizations: first that he might 

Karen Brown and Bob Samuels. Photo by CharlieSamuels.com

Surviving The White Waters
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never “fully recover,” then that he might not have full use of 
his hands, next that he might never be able to walk without 
a cane, and finally, that all of these things and worse were 
true; he had permanently lost the use of most of his muscles, 
and was a quadriplegic. 

After 5 days in Nyack hospital, 4 weeks at Helen Hayes for 
rehabilitation and finally for 5 months at Rusk in New York, 
he gradually learned to breathe and eat on his own, and to 
sit up without crushing pain. Nine months after he and Ricki 
had driven away from their Kings Highway home, he went 
from Rusk back to Piermont, to a new wheelchair-accessible 
house on Ferdon, where he began a different life. 

Near the beginning of his ordeal, he remembered think-
ing that what was happening to him was a story he might 
one day write down, so six months after he came home, 
using rubber-tipped plastic sheaths on his index fingers to 
assist his weakened hands, Bob began writing that story on 
an early IBM home computer.  

Three things are remarkable about what took a year to 
put into writing: the first is how rich and suspenseful he 
makes  a story that might seem at first to be predictable, so 
limited in cast and setting; the book is a page-turner. The 
second is how convincingly exact are the memories stuffed 
into Bob’s brain box throughout the months when he could 

neither talk nor write, including every command he could 
not utter and every unspeakable but passionately-thought 
expletive hurled silently at insensitive nurses. 

And finally, there is Bob’s remarkable ability to keep 
this account of lots of painful and horrifying events from 
being painful and horrifying, to keep the reader absorb-
ing much more than you thought you would ever want to 
know about having your mucous secretions suctioned to 
prevent your drowning in your own fluids, about synchro-
nizing your breathing with a ventilator, about suffering 
day after day as your unpadded cocyyx is rubbed raw on 
a carelessly unpadded shower chair, and about confront-
ing the possibility that your wheelchair might hurtle down 
a steep incline when a nurse too weak to hold it insists on 
taking you for a walk.. Bob lets you know what it feels like 
to be helpless, but it never really gets you, or him, down. 
He says in the book that he’s always been an incredible 
optimist. It shows.

Blue Water, White Water is publshed by Up the Creek 
Publishing, Bob’s own creation. It is available at The Out-
side In Piermont, as well as on line at Amazon.com and 
BarnesandNoble.com. Bob will be reading from the book at 
the Piermont Library on December 18th, 2-4pm.

~Joan Gussow
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This was a year of weather extremes.  
According to the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Adminis-

tration (NOAA) and Cornell Universi-
ty’s Northeast Regional Climate Center, 
we had a record setting wet spring fol-
lowed by a hot late spring and early 
summer which included multiple days 
with temperatures over 100 degrees 
combined with dry weather inter-
spersed with scattered severe storms.  
Then we had a very wet August - even 
before Irene and Lee.  Add in Irene 
and Lee, which added more rain and 
severe flooding to our weather woes, 
followed by more rain and high water 
in later September and early October, 
and you have a potentially disastrous 
gardening season. 

So how did our gardens fare?  Here 
are a few summaries based on earlier 
summer observations and conversa-
tions with gardeners, plus an October 
walk through the Piermont Commu-
nity Garden, Joan Gussow’s garden 
and the Cropsy farm in New City, and 

October conversations with a Cropsy 
farm team member and a group of Pier-
monters who garden at home or in the 
Piermont Community Garden. 

There are people who wait all year for 
the first, homegrown, summer tomato.  
For these gardeners, tomatoes define 
gardening and summer.  Luckily for 
them, this year, tomatoes, peppers and 
eggplants all did well.  In Piermont and 
at the Cropsy Farm, this was a banner 
year for all three.  For many, harvests 
were bountiful.  Some even said fantas-
tic - the best in ages.  From my conver-
sations with gardeners and from what 
I observed, tomatoes, peppers and egg-
plants were often weighted down with 
copious amounts of produce to harvest.  
As for the late summer rains and flood-
ing, many people’s plants did suffer .

 Cool weather loving plants in 
the brassicas family - cabbage, kale, 
broccoli, collards, kohlrabi, Brussels 
sprouts, radishes, etc. - are also pop-
ular with local gardeners.  This year, 
brassicas lovers in our area planted 

widely and well, including some inter-
esting varieties of kale.  Redbor, which 
I saw for the first time last year, when it 
did really well, never seemed to flour-
ish this year.  A new and beautiful kale 
variety that is a cross between Red Rus-
sian and Lacinato did really well, but 
was killed by the flooding from Irene 
in the two places I had seen it growing.  
Fortunately, the old standby, Red Rus-
sian, a beautiful plant and a Commu-
nity Garden favorite, seemed to hold 
up despite the weather and the flood-
ing, and did fine

For some gardeners, chard, seemed 
to take a hit, not thriving as much as 
in past years.   For others it did fine.  
Chard is a biennial, bolting and bloom-
ing in the second year.  However, this 
year, at the Cropsy farm, many of 
the first year chard plants bolted and 
bloomed in the 100 plus heat of July.  
Beets, which are one of chard’s many 
cousins in the Goosefoot plant family, 
seemed to weather the weather and 
did OK.  Beets can be harvested in the 

Gardening And Weather, Part 1

We Buy Gold, Silver,
 Diamonds and Watches
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any season, so for our local three and 
four season gardeners, the beet crop is 
important.

Carrots, parsnips, celery, dill, pars-
ley, celeriac, caraway and fennel, are 
all in the Umbelliferae plant family.  
Despite being flooded severely, many 
of the carrot, celery, parsley, fennel and 
parsnip plants that I saw survived the 
flooding.  Additionally, before Irene 
and Lee flooded many gardens, it had 
been a great year for parsley, with huge 
plants leading to generous “cut and 
come again” harvests all summer long.  

Lettuce is another cool weather crop 
which people plant in the spring and 
then again in the later summer/early 
fall.  The early season crop was fantas-

tic, and those gardeners who had a dry 
enough plot to plant a late summer/
fall crop will have another good har-
vest too. 

When we work out our garden plan 
for the year we can never know exactly 
what that the weather will be or how it 
will affect our garden.  I always hedge 
my bets by planting a wide variety of 
plants - and usually it’s a good year for 
a few things. 

Thanks to: Elaine Brown, Ari-
elle Bareket, Mary Weitzman, Karen 
Brown, Lisa Kaess, Joan Gussow, Fran-
ces Wells.

~Susan Freiman

Piermonters! 

Please provide your input 
regarding the pool in Tallman 
Mountain Park. Take part in 
this 10-question, on-line  
survey to help map the 
future of the Tallman Pool.

http://www.surveymonkey.
com/s/9QJ6XYS
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The Sparkill Watershed Alliance, 
a group of citizens concerned 
about the Sparkill Creek and 

watershed, recently began its second 
year of work. Given the commitment of 
the group and its diverse talent, it may 
well be the organization that finally 
gets the creek cleaned up.

For those who do not know, the creek 
is a much larger body of water than 
what is seen in Sparkill and Piermont. 
It is a bi-state creek nine miles long. The 
creek’s headwaters are in Tackamack 
Park on Clausland Mountain in Oran-
getown. In the clean waters on Claus-
land, small creatures thrive that are typ-
ically found only in the pristine waters 

of the Catskills. From Clausland, the 
water cascades down to South Green-
bush Road, turns south and follows a 
path along Route 303, travelling down 
to Northvale, NJ. It then horseshoes 
back and flows into Sparkill, the Pier-
mont Marsh and the Hudson River.

Laurie Seeman, a West Nyack resi-
dent and water environmentalist, is the 
Alliance’s founder. Back in 2002, she 
started a summer day camp program 
called the Strawtown Art & Garden 
Studio (www.strawtownstudio.com) 
as “a place where children 7 to 12 could 
grow and flourish through artful dis-
covery of the natural world,” according 
to the camp’s website. The first studio 

was located at the base of Hook Moun-
tain on the Hudson River. Since then, 
the Studio has moved to different loca-
tions and its programming has been 
largely shaped by the land and water 
features of each site.

During the summer of 2010, the 
Studio was in the Udelco Building on 
Greenbush Road in Orangeburg, not 
far from the headwaters of the Sparkill 
Creek. “We adopted a section of the 
creek on South Greenbush Road that ran 
behind the old cemetery and beautified 
it,” said Laurie. “I was in the creek with 
my summer waterways education pro-
gram children in August 2010 when one 
of them said to me, ‘Laurie, this water 
smells really nasty; you need to tell the 
adults that the kids know what they are 
not doing.’ It was at that moment that 
I saw that I needed to do something 
about the Sparkill Creek. I needed to 
take up the cause to clean it up.”

Laurie called John Lipscomb, boat 
captain of Riverkeeper (www.river-
keeper.org). This is a group dedicated 
to protecting the Hudson River and its 
tributaries. John visited the camp and 
brought along his river monitoring 
equipment that tested for enterococcus, 
a bacteria found in the human gut and 
in waters with sewage. He tested the 
waters of the Sparkill Creek. Accept-
able levels of enterococcus in water 
are 65 parts per 100 milliliters of water. 
Remarkably, his tests showed a level of 
1,285 parts per 100 milliliters.

Laurie discussed the captain’s find-
ings with Margie Turrin of Lamont-
Doherty laboratories in Palisades. 
“Margie had worked on Sparkill Creek 
issues in the past. She pointed me in the 

Sparkill Watershed Alliance volunteers collect water samples.

Sparkill Watershed Alliance Aims To Clean Up Creek
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direction of Larry Vail and Greg Mercurio, two people who 
had been active in trying to clean up the creek. They led me 
to others. At the group’s first meeting in October 2010, there 
were 17 people. These were not 17 people simply interested 
in attending a meeting, but rather people dedicated to find-
ing solutions for the creek,” stated Laurie.

Other early supporters of the Alliance included Connie 
Coker, Rockland County Legislator, Chris Sanders, Mayor of 
Piermont, among others. Laurie offered a special thanks to 
her partner at the Strawtown Studio, Joanna Dickey, for her 
great assistance. 

“Our group is in the diagnostic phase right now to see 
what we can accomplish,” said Laurie. Thanks to River-
keeper, the group was able to begin testing for enterococcus 

almost immediately. It monitors the whole creek for the bac-
teria on a regular basis. Another initial effort is to undertake 
macro- invertebrate testing of the waters to see what small 
creatures live in the waters. Rockland County Department 
of Storm Water holds a half day annual training for citizens 
to teach them how to monitor the health of local streams. 
Rockland is one of the only counties in New York State that 
offers such training. Members of the Alliance have or will 
take this training.

“Our goal is to put a team together this winter to reach 
out to the community, increase our numbers and identify 
ways in which people can take action,” said Laurie. Laurie 
can be reached at (845) 558-0877.  

~Ron Derven

$5 off* Your First Grooming
  * mention this ad

Chez Groomingdales
Fully Mobile  

Dog Grooming Salon
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Let me first warn you that I’m a little crazy when it comes 
to exercise.  And living in Piermont makes exercise easy. 
Go out the door, and you’re on your way for a walk or 

run.  The roads are relatively traffic-free, the trails and paths 
closed to all motor vehicles. And then there are the views: 
spectacular at almost every juncture.  

There are hills for the physically fit, mountain trails for 
those with the ability to navigate rocks and boulders, and of 
course the Piermont pier - flat with panoramas of the Hudson 
and beyond. As we go into winter, the leaves and color are 
gone, but there’s a unique opportunity to look deep into the 
woods, something that can’t be done during the summer.

So here are four of my favorites, with added options 
for the energetic. I’ll give time estimates for each with the 
assumption that you’re moving at a 15 to 16 minute per mile 
pace (this is exercise, after all). But there’s no rule to walk 
fast, and you’ll see a lot more if you slow down.  We’ll start 
from Village Hall.  

1. Tallman Mountain State Park.  (45 minutes). If you’re 
looking for solitude, try this in the early morning quiet of 
winter. It’s probably my favorite. Go south on Piermont 
Avenue;  then turn left after crossing the bridge onto the 
unpaved path.  At the end (about a quarter mile), take the 
roadway to the right and walk up the hill. Continue straight 
at the traffic circle and take the first left.  After a few hun-
dred yards, turn right onto the bike path. Continue about a 
mile and a half to Route 9W.  Retrace your steps to the start-
ing point.  Highpoint: The tops of the trees over the path to 
9W form a canopy effect, a kind of cathedral.  The effect is 
more pronounced when the leaves are out, but you’ll notice 
it during the winter too, especially if the branches are cov-
ered with snow.   

2. Tallman for the energetic. (55 minutes). Proceed as in 
Walk 1, but at the traffic circle, make a sharp right at the steps 
onto the steep, uphill hiking trail. At the top, go right and fol-
low the circular road to the downhill road that brings you 
back to the traffic circle.  Turn right and follow the directions 
in Walk 1 to Route 9W and back.  Highpoint: At the north end 
of circular road, walk over to the bench overlooking the pan-
oramic view of Piermont and the Hudson.  Option: If you’re 
a masochist, look for the marked hiking trail to the right just 
after you enter the path by the bridge. It goes directly up to 
the bench overlooking the Village.  Be careful.   

3. The Rail Trail.  (35 minutes).  If you’re looking for vari-
ety, this is your walk. Going south on  Piermont Ave, take 
the first right (Tate Avenue) and walk up the sharp hill to 
the stairs on the left.  Take them to the path and continue 
upward to the road (Ash Street) which you’ll cross (watch 
for the cars) to the station.  Take that path (the old Erie Rail-
road line was here) northward to the bridge over the gorge 
into Grand View.  Option: Continue almost three miles to 
Nyack. Retrace your steps back.  Highlights:  Interesting 
houses to the west, great views of the Hudson to the east. 

4. Hills.  (50 minutes). Here’s my nomination for best 
workout.  Start the same as you did for The Rail Trail, but 
turn left on Ash Street just before the station. Continue uphill 
and take the first left (Piermont Place).  Take the next left 
(VFW Way) and circle around to the short downhill paved 
path to Ash Street.  Turn right and continue downhill. Pro-
ceed straight at the switchback to Hudson Terrace (great 

Piermont For Runners And Walkers

Elegant & Sophisticated
Afternoon Tea with Helen

5 Roundhouse Road
Piermont, New York 10968

For
 Reservations

call:

845-398-1943

Monday
to

Saturday
1:00–5:00 pm
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Bring in this ad and receive $10 off any New or Transferred Prescription.
(New Patients Only)

We accept
most

prescription
plans

Mon. - Fri.
9-7

Sat. 9-4
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views and houses to the right). Proceed 
about a quarter mile to Ritie Street and 
turn right. Walk downhill and turn left 
on Piermont Avenue.  Take the next left 
(Hester Street) and walk up the sharp 
hill to the end where you turn right 
on Orchard Street and wind your way 
down to Piermont Avenue.  Turn right 
and proceed  a quarter mile to Bay 
Street. Turn right and go up the hill. 
Turn left and continue south on Hud-
son Terrace and Ash Street to the path 
across from the station.  Return down 
the path to the village.   

Obviously, all this is only a sample of 
Piermont’s  great walks.  I barely men-
tioned the Pier because it’s so familiar. 
A highlight sometimes comes in the 
fall, though it’s probably too late for 
now.  If the air is significantly colder 
than the water, banks of fog roll in from 
the north,  

So get out and explore. The exer-
cise is great, the views even better. 
Who knows? You may even become an 
addict like me.

~Richard Benfield

Piermont Police Say Check 
Car Before Winter

The Piermont Police are reminding 
village residents to check their cars and 
other vehicles in November before the 
winter driving season arrives. “Last 
year we had quite a bit of snow,” said 
Police Chief Michael O’Shea. “Folks 
need to make sure that they have ade-
quate levels of anti-freeze in the car, that 
their snow tires have proper air pres-
sure, and that they are prepared with 
a snow shovel, flashlight and other 
necessities in case they get stuck.”

With the holiday shopping season 
here, Chief O’Shea also warns shop-
pers not to place their wallets or pock-
etbooks on store counters and leave 
them unattended. He also recommends 
that shoppers remove all valuables 
from cars and always lock the vehi-
cle. While this might seem obvious, 
the Chief says that 60% of the property 
crimes occur through unlocked doors 
and windows.

The Piermont Police Department 
has obtained a four-wheel-drive Chevy 

Tahoe SUV through a grant, thanks to 
the work of Silvia Welch, the village 
grant writer, and Detective Brian Holi-
han, who both did a tremendous job 
on this project, according to the Chief. 
”We have been getting more and more 
weather emergencies in the village in 
recent years and the Tahoe will be very 
effective in reaching people during the 
winter,” he says.

Chief O’Shea also notes that the vil-
lage received a grant for bullet-proof 
vests in which the federal government 
will pay 50% of the cost of the new 
vests. “This type of vest is guaranteed 
for five years and as they break down 
we have to replace them. The good 
news is that now the village will get 
half that money back. The village has 
a policy that all patrol officers wear a 
vest when on patrol. These vests save 
lives. Silvia is a long-time resident of 
the village. She has helped us in so 
many ways and we thank her,” says 
the Chief.

The Front Line

continued on page 15
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Conversation overheard at the library desk:  “How old 
are you?” … “Three!”… “Three! And when are you 
going to be four?” … “When I’m bigger!”

This fall the library has been busily scheduling many new 
programs for the coming months that will serve our children 
now and as they get bigger! Nancy Russell, the new children’s 
librarian, has introduced a second session of the weekly tod-
dler story time in an effort to accommodate more children, 
as well as a monthly preschool Story and Craft program, a 
monthly Pajama Time program for all ages and a monthly 
Children’s Book Club for grades one through five. In addi-
tion, there will be three special events in December – a Win-
ter Craft program, a Fancy Nancy Party and a DIY Crafts/
Painting program. A Teen Club is also being explored.  Add 
this all to the popular art classes with Alexis Starke and Music 
Together with Catherine, and we now have a full complement 
of programs for the younger set. For more detailed informa-
tion about scheduling and registration requirements, please 
visit our website at www.piermontlibrary.org.

Some new services for adults have also been added, thanks 
to the Friends of the Library. Universal Class and Trans-
parent Language Online are both now available through 
the library’s website. Universal Class is an online learning 
service offering our patrons access to a growing catalog of 
over 540 courses. With real instructors, video-based lessons, 
a collaborative learning environment, graded lesson tests, 
certificates of achievement and Continuing Education Units 
available for selected courses, students enjoy an engaging 
and measurable learning experience. Transparent Language 
Online is a research-based and experience-driven language-
learning program that provides an effective, fun and engag-
ing experience for language learners of all levels. Over 80 
languages are available, including Chinese, French, Greek, 
Irish, Italian, Japanese, Latin, English for Spanish speakers 
and English for Arabic speakers. Take a look and let us know 
how you like these new services!

The Annual Gift of Art Show and Sale opens on Sunday, 
December 4, from 2-4 p.m., with a gala reception and live 
music generously donated by the Heyhoe Woods Quartet. 
Local artists, many of whom have shown at our monthly art 
exhibits, will be donating a part of the proceeds of any sale 
of their work to our programming budget, so in giving a gift 
of art to someone this year, you will also be giving a gift to 
the entire community.  The show will continue throughout 
the month, although purchasers may remove pieces at any 
time to give as gifts.  It’s a good idea to get in early to see all 
that is available.

By the time you get this Newsletter, the library will be 
preparing to upgrade to a new circulation system called 
Symphony, which offers even greater capabilities for access 
to materials than we now enjoy. Library staff began training 
workshops in early October.  The look of your online catalog 
will change, but instructions will be available to help make 
your transition to this upgrade easier. The go-live date is at 
present December 8.  Stay tuned.

And on Sunday, December 18, from 2-4 p.m., journalist 
Robert Samuels will be here to introduce his new book, Blue 
Water White Water.  Described as “…a true, horrific story 
that keeps readers glued to the page,” the book tells of his 
struggle to survive in one of America’s top hospitals.  Bob, 
who is PCA President, will read from the book and answer 
questions from the audience.  Copies will be available for 
purchase and signing, and refreshments will be served.  (For 
more information, see Joan Gussow’s article in this issue.)

For information on upcoming First Friday films and other 
library programs and projects, please check our website reg-
ularly:  www.piermontlibrary.org

The library is open Monday through Thursday from 10 to 
8, Friday from 12 to 5 and Saturday from 12 to 4.  For more 
information, please call (845) 359-4595, and visit our website 
and/or Facebook page.

~Grace Mitchell

From The Library

Aubrey Flowers

Lynne Aubrey

www.aubreyflowers.com

500
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Frances Wells Riverscapes

(845) 398-8004      www.franceswells.com

BAER & McINTOSH

baerhomes.com | raveis.com
“The Best Exposure In Real Estate”
10+ million world-wide visits annually

AWARDED THE MOST INNOVATIVE BROKERAGE IN THE NATION BY INMAN NEWS  

Debbie Blankfort & 
Baer & McIntosh 
proudly announce 
their affiliation with 
William Raveis 

Family-Owned Real Estate Company in the Northeast*

Family-Owned Real Estate Company in the Nation*

Largest Real Estate Company in the Nation*

D&D Tree &  Landscaping, Inc. 
Bringing landscapes to life since 1978

We are conveniently located on Route 303 in Blauvelt

845-627-2555 
 Experienced & Creative

ddtreelandscaping@gmail 

www.ddtreelandscaping.com
Fully Licensed & Insured  

Rockland LIC# H-11281-15-18-00 · New Jersey LIC# 13VH05964000 

TREE & PLANT CARE
• Tree Removal
• Pruning
• Storm Damage
• Vista Cutting
• Land Clearing
• Consultation
• Fertilizing/ Injection
• Stump Grinding
• 65’ Bucket Truck
• Experienced Tree Climber

MASONRY
• Pavers
• Bluestone
• Renovation & Repair
• Natural Stone
• Retaining Walls
• Walkways & Patios
• Stoops and Steps        

LANDSCAPING
• Planting & Design
• Waterfalls/ Ponds
• Drainage
• Excavation and Grading
• Large Transplanting
• Shade Gardens
• Lighting/Fencing
• Custom Tiki Bars
• Fire Pits
• Outdoor Kitchens  
• Pool Repairs
• Power washing
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Celebrating our 25th Year!
West Nyack, NY    www.bluerockschool.org

Visit

Blue Rock School

Come meet Blue Rock faculty and hear how our vibrant 

and creative learning environment awakens children’s 

natural curiosity and fosters a lifelong love of learning.  

A great alternative for Kindergarten through 8th grade.

Please RSVP at 845-627-0234

Introductory Session  and Campus Tour
Saturday, January 21, 2012 at 10am
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169 Paris Avenue • Northvale, NJ 07647
Tel: 201-767-6504 • Fax: 201-767-6471

www.NorthvaleNJ.MinutemanPress.com

Contact us for your Free Printing Estimates
10% off on orders over $100. with this ad.
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Christmas Tree Recycling Has Two Dates—
Jan. 4th and Jan. 18th

Tom Temple, Supervisor of the Piermont 
Department of Public Works (DPW) say: “Our 
Christmas Tree recycling program will have 
two separate dates, Wednesday January 4th 
and Wednesday January 18th,” says Super-
visor Temple. “Residents may leave there 
trees on the edge of their property on these 
dates. We ask that all ornaments and lights be 
removed from the tree prior to the collection 
date. We wish all of you a happy and safe holi-
day season and a Happy New Year!”

Fire Department Looks for Volunteers
The Piermont Fire Department is con-

stantly looking for new members to join its 
ranks. Anyone who is interested in joining the 
Department should come to the firehouse on 
any Monday evening between 7-9 pm.  

~Ron Derven

The Front Line continued from page 11 

 In May of 2010, Piermont was introduced to 

 
a new restaurant that would transport you to what the people of 
Italy are really eating.  Confetti’s classic Italian menu travels through 
many regions of Italy but concentrates on it’s southern specialties.  
Created by Arturo Lepore, the menu is a reflection of his childhood 
and the comfort foods he experienced growing up in a Neapolitan 
household. 
 
         All new Winter menu and Sunday Brunch are now being served.  
Open for lunch and dinner 7 days a week, Confetti Ristorante offers 
a full service bar to enjoy a glass of wine or cocktail.  Two private 
party rooms can accommodate parties for any occasion. 
 
        The Lepore family would like to thank all the local support we 
have received from the village and residents.  To show our appreciation, 
we would like to extend a 20% discount to all Piermont residents.  
(Dining room only, Mon-Fri) * Please present this ad, or proof of 
residency. Can NOT be combined with any other offers. *
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