
Piermont’s Underwater Rescue and Recovery Team 
may get fewer calls this spring about people jumping 
from the Tappan Zee Bridge. That’s because the Thru-

way Authority is finally installing barrier fencing and “life 
is worth living” signs. The hard-to-find rescue telephones 
didn’t stop the six jumpers last year. All but one perished.

Perhaps a sign that says, “When you jump, you put the 
lives of our emergency responders at great risk when they 
search for your body,” would have saved more lives. It also 
might have kept the brave members of our team safely at 
home more often.

Piermont’s Independent Budget Committee recently 
looked into how much the Underwater Rescue and Recov-
ery Team – it’s a part of our fire department -- costs the 
village. It also wanted to know why Grand View and the 
Nyack river villages don’t have similar water rescue ser-
vices. Outside payments, it learned, cover the cost of the 
non-Piermont calls. State grants paid for the team’s boats 
and other equipment.

Dan Goswick, a senior member of the team, reminded 
the committee that Grand View pays our village more than 
$47,000 a year for emergency services, including fire, ambu-
lance and water rescue. Each time the team answers a TZ 
Bridge call and completes the required cumbersome paper-
work and documentation, the Thruway awards it $250.

And why are we the only village that offers underwater 
rescue? 

“Because we provide it,” is the plain explanation Dan Gos-
wick offers. There are other boats available without trained 
divers. The Thruway Authority has workboats under the 
span in Grand View. It sends them out in an emergency. 
Nyack has a rescue boat but it doesn’t have the trained peo-
ple and equipment to get the in-water job done

Piermont will soon be building a boathouse/ramp near 
the end of the pier to house the team’s rescue boat and Zodiac 
(inflatable) – the craft used for winter operations. A New York 
State grant of $125,000 will cover the entire cost.

Rescue and body recovery is only a part, albeit a big one, 
of the work the rescue team does. They have responded 
to man overboard calls, fires on boats, sinking watercraft, 
small craft endangered by strong tides, people lost in the 
marsh and people falling through ice. When someone is 
injured along the Palisades ridge and requires water evacu-
ation, police call the Piermont team.

It makes sense for a riverfront community with hundreds 
of folks boating out of its marinas to provide this service, 
said Mark Blomquist, another team member. We are part of 
a countywide system of mutual aid for fire and rescue pro-
grams, he explains. It can send Piermont divers as far north 
as Haverstraw and as far south as the George Washington 
Bridge.

Piermont’s Underwater Rescue and Dive team program 

began in 1956, after a village child drowned in the river and 
the body was never recovered.

There are 15 people on today’s team with 10 active div-
ers, headed up by lieutenants Scott Silver and Nate Mitch-
ell. The team trains once a week in the river or the South 
Orangetown School District’s pool. To become a certified 
diver for this program, you must pass a written exam and 
have in-river training. 

Diver Mark Blomquist, who also is a village trustee, says 
that people with diving experience in the sparkling waters 
of the Caribbean in the Florida Keys, find their first Hudson 
submersion, a dark, dangerous reality. “You can’t see your 
hand on the glass of your mask,” he said  “All of our divers 
are tethered to their own dedicated tender at all times—the 
current, blackness and treacherous, unpredictable bottom 
conditions make this work extremely dangerous and slow-
going.”
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Piermont’s Underwater Rescue Team Is Largely Self-Supporting

continued on page 14

Members of Piermont’s Underwater Rescue and Recovery 
Team help an injured woman from their boat onto the pier. 
The incident took place several years ago. Team members 
in the picture are (from left) Dan Goswick, Nick Gatti, Jr., 
Mark Bloomquist and Scott Silva. Bob Samuels photo
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It was a long, tough winter, but the 
weather has finally warmed. Our 
pier is crowded with people enjoy-

ing the sunshine. On weekends espe-
cially, there’s an eclectic mix of walkers 
(many with dogs), joggers, toddlers, 
bikers, folks in wheelchairs, skaters, 
benchwarmers and anglers.

Unfortunately, they all must compete 
for space with cars, pickup trucks and 
motorcycles -- many ignoring the 15-
mile-an-hour speed limit. Some drivers 
look upset when they have to slow for 
pedestrians. They don’t seem to under-
stand that they are driving in a park.

Meanwhile, in New York City’s Cen-
tral Park, crowds of people are enjoy-
ing themselves in similar ways but 
with one enormous difference -- there 
are no motor vehicles. That’s right; on 
the weekends and evenings, the Big 
Apple bans them from its major parks. 
So, if New York City can do it, why 
can’t Piermont?

It’s not as if the Village Board never 
closes the pier to traffic. It does it with-
out much discussion at least once a 

summer when our Fire Department 
holds one of its fundraising events at 
the ball field. The pier, always a delight, 
is at its absolute best on those rare days. 
No one has to inhale exhaust fumes or 
worry about being run over.

Piermonters have asked the Board 
to close the pier permanently to traffic, 
or at least on warm weather weekends. 
The Board has always refused, explain-
ing that seniors and people with dis-
abilities would find it impossible to go 
out there if they couldn’t drive. That 
doesn’t seem to hamper anyone in the 
city. Many seniors and disabled people 
use Central Park. They manage to get 
there without cars.

At the very least, the Board could 
try closing the pier to traffic one or 
two weekends this summer. I think it 
would be a wildly popular experiment. 
If an entire weekend seems too much, 
why not close it just on Saturdays or 
Sundays as a test.

It is doubtful that this column alone 
will produce a new policy. To do that, 
we need to have a steady stream of res-

idents asking the Board for the change. 
That’s wonderfully easy to do in Pier-
mont. They usually hold Board meet-
ings 7:30 pm on the first and third Tues-
days of the month on the second floor 
of the Village Hall. Public comment is 
always the first item on the agenda. It’s 
the best time to ask them to stop traffic 
on the pier. If you want that to happen, 
do it soon! 

~Bob Samuels

Nyack Group Honors 
A Piermonter Again

Piermonter Usha Wright was one of 
five women honored by the Nyack Cen-
ter as part of Women’s History Month. 
Wright is President and Chairman of 
The Society for Hospital and Resources 
Exchange (S.H.A.R.E.). It’s a not-for-
profit group of doctors, nurses, para-
medics, business, and lay people who 
volunteer to help children and commu-
nities in Kenya, Africa. Last year, the 
Nyack Center recognized Piermont’s 
Joan Gussow.

President’s Corner
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the Piermont Civic Association, Box 454, Piermont, NY 
10968 
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Beverage Barn
“A Complete Beverage Store”

Liquor, Beer, Wine, Soda, Ice
224 Livingston St (Rt 303) · Northvale, NJ 07647

OPEN SUNDAY 12 NOON–6PM

201-768-8848

15%OFF*
Any Mix & Match Wine

12 bottles or more-
750ml or larger

*cannot be combined with other offers

20%OFF*
Any Mix & Match Wine

24 bottles or more-
750ml or larger

*cannot be combined with other offers
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It takes a lot of stamina to keep up with Mo Siegel.
At the age of 59, the Piermont resident is an accomplished 

long-distance swimmer. His free-style stroke has taken him 
across the English Channel twice. He has completed four 
28.5-mile marathons around Manhattan Island.

Last October, Mo did a 17-mile swim from Battery Park 
to Sandy Hook. The open water competition took place in 
choppy seas through New York Harbor, past Coney Island 
and down to New Jersey. The water temperature was 56 
degrees. Ten swimmers competed. Mo, the oldest, finished 
the course in 6 hours and 15 minute. He had to complete 
most of the journey on his own. Due to the rough conditions, 
his kayaker dropped out of the race after two hours, leaving 
Siegel to navigate the challenging waters. Despite this set-
back, he finished the race excited but exhausted.

Mo and his family have lived in Piermont for nine years. 
His wife, Tricia, is “a happy housewife.” Their daughter, 
Simone, is in her third year at an arts college in New York. 
To her father’s delight, she rode on the boat alongside him 
during last Augusts’ English Channel swim.

The Siegel’s house borders Sparkill Creek. Theoretically, 
Mo could walk out his back door, cross his lawn, dive into 
the Creek, and swim to the Hudson and on into the oceans 
of the world. Only a small dam stands in his way.

When Mo is not swimming, he’s the President and co-
CEO of Ice Air, a heating and air conditioning manufacturer 
in Mount Vernon, NY.

He started marathon swimming in the mid ’90s. Con-
stantly in training, he’s out at 5 am, heading to a pool five or 
six days a week

Mo became interested in swimming long distances at 
Coney Island when he was a boy. His grandmother inspired 
him. “She’d  swim out until she was a speck,” Mo said, ”The 
life guards paddled out to see if she was alright. ‘Don’t worry 
about me,’ she told them. “Worry about someone who can’t 
swim,’” Mo recalled.

Marathon swimming is a lonely pursuit. “You’re pretty 
much by yourself,” Mo said. He is accompanied by a kayak 
or powerboat, but he’s not allowed to hang on and rest. 
Treading water alongside, Mo can drink high carb drinks 
and eat bites of peanut butter and banana sandwiches.

 An important role of the trail boat is to keep a swimmer 
directed toward his destination. There are no lanes, no lines, 
and no walls in open water. It’s very difficult to see a land-

mark through wet goggles, swimming freestyle with one’s 
head half under water.

The marathons can be in water as chilly as 52 degrees. He 
doesn’t wear a wet suit—only a skimpy Speedo, a cap and 
goggles. Putting grease on his body can add a little insula-
tion. A couple of years ago during a race, Mo realized he had 
hypothermia and pulled himself onto the trail boat. “I was 
shivering for 45 minutes,’ he said.

Mo completed his swim around Manhattan Island in nine 
hours and three minutes. His steady freestyle stroke gave 
him an average speed of 3.16 miles an hour --- about the 
speed an average person walks on land.

What does he think about during the long, lonely hours 
of a swim? ”Just about anything and everything,” he said. 
What inspires him to plod on when he’s exhausted? “The 
sight of land.”

Mo’s extended resume includes a Lake Zurich Marathon 
Swim and 11 Great Chesapeake Bay Swims.

 His next race will be the 24-Mile Tampa Bay Marathon on 
April 23. At least the waters off Florida won’t be so chilly. 

~Fred Burrell

Mo Siegel, Piermont’s Marathon Swimmer

Piermonter Mo Siegel (in water) swims across the English 
Channel.

210 Ash Street

Piermont, NY 10968

845-398-2433
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For the second summer in a row, they won’t be opening 
Tallman Mountain State Park’s swimming pool.

“There are two problems with the pool,” said Pali-
sades Park Commission Executive Director Jim Hall, explain-
ing the reasons for the bad news, “It needs work because it 
is an old swimming pool and quickly develops cracks and 
the cost to run that pool exceeds the revenue we can gener-
ate from it.

“Other than the pool, the park’s other amenities will be 
available for everyone,” he quickly added. “Our funding 
from last year to this year remains flat. That is actually good 
news, given the fact that over the past few years we have 
lost 20 percent of our staff in this region.” As of press time, 
the New York State had not finalized its budget.

Where’s the next best state facility for Piermont residents 
to swim? The closest, according to Hall, are Rockland Lake 
State Park and Hi-Tor State Park. “At this point,” he said, 
“Hi-Tor will definitely be open for swimming. The Rockland 
Lake pool probably will be open. The problem is that the 
facility also has pool issues. We are trying to get them fixed 
before the start of the season.”

Piermont residents who are unfamiliar with Tallman will 
find a dramatic 706-acre park overlooking the Hudson. Its 
other facilities include tennis and basketball courts, an athletic 
field, picnic areas, bicycle paths, and hiking trails. Bordering 
Tallman is the 1000-acre Piermont Marsh, one of four coastal 
wetlands making up the Hudson River Reserve, a component 
of the National Estuarine Research Reserve System.

The park owes its existence to a group of visionaries who 
seized it from quarrying interests to prevent the destruc-
tion of the Palisades formation in this area, according to the 
Park Commission’s website. The Commission battled deter-
mined resistance from quarry operators who stood to lose 
money. In 1928, after the owner turned down an offer from 
the visionaries to buy the land, the Commission condemned 
a 164-acre site of a nearly completed quarry plant. The ensu-
ing litigation, which lasted 10 years, upheld the constitu-
tionality of the condemnation.

In 1933, thanks to labor provided by the Temporary Emer-
gency Relief Administration, the Park Commission was 
able to transform the former quarry site into a popular rec-
reation center—the area of the park where the swimming 
pool, picnic areas, and facilities for field and court games 
are located.

Tallman’s popularity soon exceeded its capacity, so 
that in 1942, with funds donated by three of the Park 
Commissioners—Laurance S. Rockefeller, George W. Per-
kins Jr., and Averell Harriman—the Commission acquired 
542 adjoining acres. Last year, the Palisades Region of the 
New York State park system had almost 4.5 million visitors. 
For information on Tallman or any other of the 178 state 
parks or 35 historic sites, call (518) 474-0456 or click on www.
nysparks.com. 

~Ron Derven 

Tallman Pool Closed For Second Year, But Park Stays Open

The desolate looking Tallman Mountain Park pool will not 
open this summer. Ron Derven photo

$5 off* Your First Grooming
  * mention this ad

Chez Groomingdales
Fully Mobile  

Dog Grooming Salon

201- 638 - 4572

Frances Wells Riverscapes

(845) 398-8004      www.franceswells.com
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Planning Board, Zoning Board—What’s The difference?
Ever wonder what our Planning 

Board and the Zoning Board of 
Appeals (ZBA) do and how they 

differ?
Both Boards regulate land use, bal-

ancing the rights and interests of indi-
vidual property owners while pre-
venting harm to existing residents, 
businesses or the environment. In 
our lovely village of Piermont, with 
its small scale, riverfront beauty and 
unusual topography, zoning is crucial 
to preserve these special characteris-
tics. 

The Boards have some similarities: 
the Mayor appoints five members and 
two alternates to each. All are non-paid 
volunteers and they must take training 
courses and be certified periodically.

When an applicant goes before the 
either Board, a clerk notifies all adja-
cent property owners so they may 
attend the public hearings and express 
any concerns. The meetings are open to 
the public and posted at the Piermont 
Village Hall.

However, each Board serves a differ-
ent purpose. Here is an overview:

The Planning Board is the gateway 
for any land use project. If you’re build-
ing something, you will be interacting 
with this Board to get approvals. Its 
key priorities are community planning 
and environmental protection. It does 
this both on a micro level, for individ-
ual lots, and on a macro level, for the 
preservation of the overall Village.

Doug Stone, Chair of the Board for 
more than five years, says he got inter-
ested initially when he didn’t like what 
a neighbor was building and went to 
some of its meetings to voice his con-
cerns. Stone found the process to be fas-
cinating and decided to get involved. 
Although the Planning Board requires 
some long unpaid hours and the occu-
pational hazard of displeasing fellow 
Piermonters, he says that his commit-
ment to the village prompted him to 
serve. “I just love the character, scale 
and nature of Piermont,” he says, and is 
interested in, “keeping out the McMan-
sions.” 

Currently, the Planning Board is 
updating the village’s Master Plan. The 
focus is on land use and environmen-

tal impacts—particularly important to 
Piermont because of the Hudson River, 
slope areas, flood plains and marshes, 
all critical ecosystems.

The Planning Board ensures that 
property conforms to the Village Build-
ing Codes, including requirements for 
square footage, side yards, subdivision, 
setbacks, floor area ratio, commercial 
vs. residential usage and footprints.

Stone’s advice to landowners who 
are planning a project: “Do your home-
work before you start spending money 
on blueprints.” He recommends they 
become familiar with what the Village 
building codes and says, “The Plan-
ning Board will talk to you informally 
before you start your project.”

The Zoning Board of Appeals is 
where a resident or business must go 
when a proposed building does not 
conform to the rules (including Rock-
land County and NY State codes). They 
must ask the Zoning Board of Appeals 
(ZBA) to grant them a variance from 
the law before they can proceed.

Before granting the exception, the 
ZBA must balance the legitimate needs 

continued on page 13
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During my globetrotting years I have seen and navi-
gated on all kinds of rivers, some mighty, others less 
so. In the end, Piermont’s Hudson was always the 

best. The Amazon remains beyond human comprehension: 
it is too vast. The Rhône, by contrast, has a definite human 
dimension (besides, it was my river when I grew up). Even 
though it divides America into east and west, the Mississippi 
belongs to us all. And everybody knows that the Danube is 
grayish-brown, not blue. But so is the Hudson. Ah, but there 
is a crucial difference! The Hudson is an estuary. It is tidal. 
With its flux and reflux, it works like a pump and beats, like 
a heart, daily, weekly, monthly, year after year. Moon and 
Sun are its pacemaker, but seasons regulate its moods and 
influence the behavior of its winged inhabitants.

During cold winters, the Hudson freezes over and ice 
cakes give it an Arctic feel. What is this dark shape riding a 
block of ice? A look through binoculars reveals a Bald Eagle. 
In my experience, they always seem to go with the south-
ern flow. Why? Meanwhile, flocks of Canvasbacks, mostly 
males, handsome with their reddish-brown head, sleep in 
ice-free patches. They feed at night on vegetal matter on 
the River floor. Canvasbacks breed in the northern Great 
Plains but winter here. Why? And speaking of ducks, look 
for Goldeneyes. Distinguished by their white cheek patch, 
males sense the coming of spring and start their courtship 
displays in February. Throwing back their head at top speed, 
like a mechanical toy, while making low-pitched sounds like 

a watch being wound, kree-kreek, they attract the attention 
of brown-colored females, which lay flattened in the water, 
watching.

Goldeneyes’s smaller relative, the Bufflehead, indulge in 
a similar courtship. But please note: in order to hear such 
faint voices you must take out all acoustical equipment from 
your ears. Like Canvasbacks, Goldeneyes and Buffleheads 
dive for their food, but unlike the Canvasback’s it is animal, 
small crabs and mollusks. And whereas Canvasbacks nest 
on the ground, both Goldeneyes and Buffleheads nest in 
tree holes in the Boreal Forest. Bluffleheads are fond of old 
Flicker holes, some sort of mutualism. Why?

Warmer days will melt the ice, equinoctial tides will flood 
the Pier, and migratory birds, like the black-and-orange 
Baltimore Oriole, will appear one day, as if from nowhere, 
although we know they spent the winter in the tropics. Lon-
ger days encourage their hormones to flow, urge their brain 
to court, and build nests along the Hudson’s shores. Yet, 
think about it:  nothing in their memory tells them that the 
River was an Arctic wilderness just a few weeks ago. Oddly, 
some spring migrants also come north but they breed in 
the Arctic. Shorebirds like Semipalmated Plovers and Least 
Sandpipers will spend only a few days along the River, fran-
tically refueling, a brief respite in their enormously long 
journey from winters in South America to a short breeding 
season in the tundra. Interestingly, like their songbird coun-
terparts, their memory does not include the frozen side of 
the Arctic that we, at latitude 42 degrees north, experience 
for a few winter weeks.

Any season along Piermont’s Hudson brings mysteries, 
makes one ponder the whys of Nature: go there as often as 
you can, open your eyes and unplug your ears. 

~Francois Vuilleumier

Dr. Vuilleumier, a Piermonter, knows his birds. He is Cura-
tor Emeritus in the Department of Ornithology of the American 
Museum of Natural History. His encyclopedic Birds of North 
America, published by Dorling-Kindersley, in association with the 
Museum in 2009, is now also in soft cover. Two new field guide-
size books Birds of North America Eastern Region and Birds of 
North America Western Region, also published by DK in associa-
tion with the Museum, were released earlier this year.

No Other River Like Ours

– 10% OFF with this AD –
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We were pleased to learn in February that The Mor-
ris and Alma Schapiro Fund of New York City 
awarded the library a $5,000 grant for general 

operating expenses. They funded our conference room. The 
Schapiros lived for many years on Piermont Avenue, and 
Alma Schapiro, a modernist painter who studied in Paris 
with Juan Gris and later in the U.S. with Hans Hoffman and 
Morris Davidson, had her studio there. Their son, Dr. Dan-
iel Schapiro, has fond memories of growing up in Piermont 
and returns often to visit, sharing stories of days gone by 
and photographing the village as it is now. We thank him 
and the foundation for this welcome addition to our operat-
ing budget.

Our area continues to be home to many creative, accom-
plished people and in the months to come you can enjoy a 
variety of programs and events at the library featuring some 
of their work.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Rena Berger will present an exhibit of her work in col-

lage with mixed media in the gallery in April. Rena and her 
husband Charlie have lived in Piermont since 1971. She has 
a view of the river from her studio, which constantly influ-
ences the images she creates. Berger will host an opening 
reception for the show on Sunday, April 3, from 2 to 4 p.m.  

Marc Farre has selected the following films for his First 
Friday Film Series. The films are shown at 7:30 p.m. on the 
first Friday of the month, and are always free:

April:  Gosford Park - directed by Robert Altmann, 
inspired by The Rules of the Game (shown in March).

May:  The Heart Is a Lonely Hunter—an adaptation of 
Carson McCuller’s famous novel (written in Nyack) - star-
ring Sondra Locke and Alan Arkin.

June:  Across the Universe - directed by Julie Taymor - a 
joyful, wild ride based on Beatles songs.

From The Library

continued on next page 
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From The Library continued from previous page 

On Sunday, April 10, from 2-4 p.m., 
local author and library board mem-
ber Marian Armstrong will be here to 
talk about her new book, Musings of a 
Mystery Sibling. It is based on her real 
life experience of the loss of a sibling. 
Her brother, Michael J. Armstrong, was 
killed in the attacks on the World Trade 
Center on September 11, 2001. In the 
months and years following the attack, 
she felt a growing urge to write a com-
pelling story about adult sibling loss 
Musings of a Mystery Sibling, a love 
story on many levels, is a work of fic-
tion drawn from that experience.

Ms. Armstrong will read from the 
book and encourage questions and 
discussion. Books will be available 
for purchase and signing, and refresh-
ments will be served.  

Sarah Rothbaum is a certified art 
teacher with a Masters in Art Education 
will present a series of three lectures in 
art history in the library’s conference 
room on Thursday evenings. Each free 
lecture will be followed by a group dis-
cussion. The first, on Thursday, April 14, 

will be on Michelangelo; the second, on 
April 28, on Nazi Propaganda Art; and 
the third, on May 5, on Pop Art. Because 
of space constraints, the lectures limited 
to a maximum of 10 people. Please see 
our website for more information and 
contact the library to register.

On May Day, Sunday, May 1, from 2-
4 p.m., Anita Bell of Grand View invites 
parents and their children to a special 
book presentation. She has co-written a 
book with her daughter, Belinda. Anita 
is a seasoned writer who had already 
published nine books, but this work 
of fiction was a real change of pace for 
her. ‘Twas Ever is the intriguing story 
of a twelve year old girl living in 1683 
whose friend falls ill during a May Day 
celebration. The girl travels forward in 
time to try to find a cure for the illness, 
and ends up in the same town in the 
present time. Books will be available 
for purchase and signing. 

And for theater lovers, on Sunday, 
May 15, at 7:30 p.m. we will host a 
staged reading of A. R. Gurney’s Love 
Letters, presented by Sondra and Al 

Markim of Piermont Landing. The 
Markims have had long careers in the-
ater and television, and this bit of live 
theater will be a real treat. Please con-
sult the website for further information 
on this in May.  

As you have probably heard, the 
Edward Hopper House in Nyack is 
now celebrating its fortieth anniver-
sary with a “Year of Edward Hopper,” 
In mid-May we will hang an exhibit 
of Hopper influenced works by well-
known local artists Margaret Grace 
and James Kimak, which will continue 
through June.

On Sunday, June 5, from 2 to 4 p.m., 
we will focus on Hopper himself with 
a screening of Hopper’s Silence, the 
documentary by Brian O’Doherty, and 
a lecture about Hopper given by Emily 
Harvey, Chair of the Art Department 
at Rockland Community College. A 
reception will follow

During the month of July, we will dis-
play Rain Gardens: The Natural Alter-
native, an exhibit curate by landscape 
architect Stephanie Garber, a member 
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of the Board of Directors of the Rock-
land Audubon Society who serves on its 
Conservation Committee. The exhibit 
showcases the Rockland Audubon Soci-
ety Rain Garden installed here, high-
lighting its function, native plants and 
role in conservation. Rain gardens are 
a natural alternative used in improving 
storm water management. An opening 
reception for the exhibit will be held on 
Friday, July 8, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m.  

The Hudson Riverkeeper will be at 
the library in August with an exhibit 
and a special lecture. A Hudson River 
Journey: 1609 – 2109 was created by the 
organization for New York’s quadri-
centennial celebration and is now trav-
eling throughout the Hudson Valley. 
It tells the story of the river from three 
perspectives—pre-contact Lenape, 
present day and near-term future. The 
visitor explores six regions along the 
Hudson River and experiences river 
stories relevant to each. 

The exhibit will be up for the month, 
and on Sunday, August 7, from 2 to 
4 p.m. Please join us for The Hudson 

River Estuary: Challenges and Oppor-
tunities, a presentation outlining River-
keeper’s current priorities on the Hud-
son River.

AND DON’T FORGET….
that every Monday morning (except 

on holidays) we host a Toddler Story-
time with Agnes and Judy at 11:00 a.m., 
and on the third Wednesday of each 
month at 11:30 a.m., Moon River Music 
Together with Catherine brings a big 
smile to faces young and old with a 
lively introduction to musical fun for 
the very young child.

We hope that our popular art classes 
for children will be returning in late 
spring. Watch the website for more 
information…!

The library is located at 25 Flywheel 
Park West, and is open from 10-8, Mon-
day through Thursday; 12-5 on Friday, 
and 12-4 on Saturday. Call us at 359-
4595 and keep up with what’s going on 
through our website:  www.piermontli-
brary.org. 

~Grace Mitchell

 

Recreation Committee 
Seeks Suggestions

 A new Piermont Recreation Com-
mittee (PRC) is looking for ways to 
bring fresh life to the village’s Hud-
son Terrace Community Center. It is 
considering a range of programs for 
people of all ages including group 
music lessons, art classes, yoga, ton-
ing classes, zumba and boot camp. 
Loreen and Thomas McArdle, who 
head PRC, ask anyone with a Face-
book account to check them out at 
Piermont Recreation. You can make 
suggestions there and stay up to 
date with their progress. You also 
can do it by joining their mailing list. 
E-mail them at lmcardle@piermont-
ny.org.
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Gardening Soil Etiquette: Proper Manners Regarding Your Garden Soil

To plant and maintain a healthy, 
thriving garden, it is important to 
use proper garden soil etiquette. 

If we want to understand garden soil 
manners, we need to start with a basic 
understanding of what our soil actu-
ally is.

Garden soil is an intricate aggre-
gation of numerous organic (carbon 
based) and in-organic (non-carbon 
based) substances and particles. Mil-
lions of living things such as insects, 
worms, bacteria, viruses, fungi and the 
occasional slime mold populate it. It 
also has important substances like air, 
water and roots. The changes in tem-
perature and sunlight turn it into an 
amazingly complex medium. 

While there are entire university 
courses, maybe even entire university 
departments, dedicated to soil science, 
the average gardener can get by with a 
“middle ground” of soils knowledge—
especially if they combine it with a 
healthy dose of respect.

Here is some spring soil wisdom 

gleaned over many years from Pier-
mont gardeners:
a Don’t walk where you plant. 

Walking on soil compresses it, clos-
ing up the spaces that should be open 
for air, water and plant roots. Garden 
paths allow you to tend your plot with-
out stepping on its soil.  
a Maintain Fertility. This is a com-

plex issue. Soils can have a wide variety 
of nutrient profiles. In addition, differ-
ent plant parts thrive best with differ-
ent nutrients. So, while some people 
like to fertilize generally (for the plant 
as a whole) others like to fertilize for 
specific things, like tomatoes (fruits), 
lettuce (leaves), artichokes (flowers) 
or carrots (roots). To make this sim-
ple, remember that if you dig healthy 
plant matter into your garden and let 
it decompose, or if you dig compost 
made from healthy plant matter into 
your garden, you will help maintain a 
general ratio of nutrients. However, it 
you want to grow annuals—like most 
vegetables—repeatedly in the same 

location, digging in compost will even-
tually not be enough and you’ll need 
to supplement. There are many good, 
organic fertility boosters on the mar-
ket today. Figure out what you want to 
plant and how you want to feed your 
soil, then find the products that are a 
good fit for your gardening style and 
your garden’s needs.
a Weed, weed, weed. You’re gar-

dening to grow what you want. Don’t 
give away the water, air, space for plant 
roots and nutrients to the weeds. They 
won’t thank you, and the plants you 
want to grow will have less of these 
important things for their own needs.
a Don’t work the soil when it’s too 

wet. Damp is OK, wet is not. It destroys 
the structure of the soil, and if clay is 
present, creates a muddy mess that 
dries into hard clumps. They made 
it impossible for water, air and soil 
roots to penetrate. Fixing soil that was 
worked when too wet is a huge job that 
can, and should, be avoided 

~Susan Freiman

Elegant & Sophisticated
Afternoon Tea with Helen

5 Roundhouse Road
Piermont, New York 10968

For
 Reservations

call:

845-398-1943

Monday
to

Saturday
1:00–5:00 pm

Overwhelmed
with paperwork, bookkeeping and 
other projects that must get done?

Relax. 
Experienced, professional help is available.

Exec-Support
Executive Support Services for

Small Businesses, Individuals, Non-Profits

Exec-Support is accessible in Piermont, 
Rockland and Westchester counties, New York City, 

northern New Jersey and virtually.

Contact Sonia Baxter at 856-669-9943
or Sonia@Exec-Support.com 
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Piermont Police on the Trail 
 of GPS Thieves

The Piermont Police Department 
wants residents to remove valuables 
from their cars and lock up them up to 
thwart thieves who are stealing items 
out of unlocked cars. “The primary tar-
get of the thieves is GPS devices,” said 
Police Chief Michael O’Shea. “The next 
target is cash, because some people for-
get their wallets in cars. These thefts are 
not ‘smash and grabs,’ where criminals 
break the car window. Rather, they are 
simply opening unlocked cars and tak-
ing the valuables.”

The Chief recalled that the village 
experienced a similar crime spree 
two years ago. It came to an abrupt 
end when the midnight police patrol 
caught two teenagers with a sack full 
of GPS units.

With the spring break coming up and 
warm weather finally arriving, Chief 
O’Shea advised all residents to notify 
the police when they will be away from 
home on vacation. If the police know 

you are not at home, police patrols will 
closely watch your house.

“Get a timer that will turn your 
lights on and off at different intervals, 
have the Post Office hold your mail 
and either stop delivery of the news-
paper or have a friend or relative pick 
up the paper on a daily basis.” He said 
that motion-detector lights on a home’s 
exterior that turn outside lights on and 
off are also helpful.

Chief O’Shea said that he wanted to 
stress to all Piermont residents that if 
you see something, say something. He 
said that living in your neighborhood, 
you know who lives there and who 
does not. “If you see a suspicious per-
son or car in your neighborhood, call 
the police. We will check it out.”

Signed Up with Nixle.com  
for Emergency Notices by Phone
The Piermont Police Department 

wants to alert you in case of an emer-
gency with Nixle.com, its new free 
and efficient notification system. This 

winter it warned residents not to park 
overnight on the road in snow emer-
gencies.

“We used Nixle for road closings, the 
car break-in alert (mentioned above) 
and other things. We encourage all 
residents to register for this service at 
www.nixle.com. Follow the log on and 
registration. It is quite simple and you 
will receive either a text message on 
your cell phone or a voice message.

“We have been getting a great deal of 
positive feedback on the system. When 
we first started it, we did not want 
to over-do the alerts because people 
would get tired of them. The word we 
got was that people want more infor-
mation on what is going on in the vil-
lage.”

Biking and Pier Rules
With the spring come robins and 

bicyclists. Chief O’Shea warned that 
the traffic laws require that bicycles 
ride single file. One area of great con-

The Front Line

continued on next page 

Bring in this ad and receive $10 off any New or Transferred Prescription.
(New Patients Only)

We accept
most

prescription
plans

Mon. - Fri.
9-7

Sat. 9-4
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glaze

Claudette Scheffold

Kim Scheffold Stiefel

loads or 2,254 yards of snow from village streets. “We had 
an estimated snowfall of around 53.5 inches as of March 
7,” Temple pointed out.

The Fire Department Needs You
The Piermont Fire Department is constantly looking 

for new members. If you’re interested, come to the fire-
house any Monday evening between 7-9 pm. 

The Front Line continued from previous page 

cern for the Chief is the intersection of Paradise and Ferdon 
Avenues: “People go through the red light there and cause a 
very hazardous condition. We have a children’s park, a canoe 
rental business and a church on the corner. So it’s a busy, active 
intersection.”

Regarding the pier, Chief O’Shea said that village residents 
could get a pier-parking permit free at the Village Clerk’s office. 
It allows them to park anywhere on the pier except “No Park-
ing” areas. For non-village residents, the permits cost $175. 
There are eight to 10 DEC parking spaces at the end of the pier 
for those without parking permits. Anyone with a valid driv-
er’s license can legally drive on the pier.

Piermont’s Rubbish Pick Up Begins on April 12
The Piermont Department of Public Works’ (DPW) 2011 

Rubbish and Debris Collection Program will start on Tuesday, 
April 12, and run every other week until Wednesday, October 
12. “All items to be discarded should be put out tied, bundled 
or stacked in an orderly fashion,” said DPW Supervisor Tom 
Temple. “Please cut wood into lengths no longer than five feet 
and refrigerator doors must be removed for safety reasons. We 
ask that residents be sensitive in the timing of putting out their 
debris because it affects the appearance of our Village. Put it out 
no earlier than the weekend before the scheduled pick up.”

Supervisor Temple reminded residents and contractors alike 
that the Village Code prohibits the DPW from picking up debris 
left from renovations, repairs or demolition. Contractors and 
homeowners must remove it themselves.

The DPW cannot accept any type of hazardous household 
waste (chemicals, paint etc). “It must be brought to the Rock-
land County Hazardous Waste Facility in Pomona. For any 
Questions you can call the DPW at (845) 359 1717,” he said.

Hats Off to the Department of Public Works!
It was a very tough winter: The DPW did a fabulous job 

clearing the roads. It hauled away approximately 161 truck-
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of the individual property owners with 
larger community concerns and appli-
cable laws. With an interest in preserv-
ing the character of the community, the 
ZBA uses the following five criteria in 
their decisions:

1. Will an undesirable change be pro-
duced in the character of the neighbor-
hood or be a detriment to nearby prop-
erties;

2. Whether the benefit sought by the 
applicant can be achieved in a another 
way without an area variance;

3. How substantial the variance is;
4. Whether the proposed variance 

will have an adverse impact on the 
physical or environmental conditions;

   5. Whether the alleged difficulty 
was self-created.

Margaret Holihan, a retired real 
estate lawyer who has been the Chair 
of the ZBA for several decades, explains 
that the character of Piermont, with its 
slopes, waterfront properties, marshes 
and flood plains, uniquely varied 
properties makes each ZBA case a chal-
lenge. Members of the current board 
have varied backgrounds, and offer 
needed perspective, according to Holi-

han. “We have a very balanced Board,” 
she says. “The ZBA looks for diverse 
viewpoints.”

The ZBA must ensure that its deci-
sions are legally defensible and at the 
same time, consider the individual. As 
Holihan points out, “These issues are 
very personal—it’s your home or your 
business.”

~Marjorie Derven

Black Panthers Extinct?

Remember all those black pan-
thers skulking around here dur-
ing the summer of 2009? Some 

Piermonters swore they saw the big 
cats in their backyards and in Tallman 
Mountain Park. Others were skeptical.

The skeptics, apparently, were cor-
rect. An item on the Internet says:

“The last confirmed sighting of the 
eastern cougar, which sported a tawny 
coat and lengthy tail, occurred more 
than 70 years ago, reports the Christian 
Science Monitor. Officials didn’t declare 
it extinct, however, because of the cat’s 
Sasquatch-like history of sightings: 108 
people claimed to have clapped eyes 
on the elusive feline between 1900 and 
2010. Those cats turned out to be west-
ern cougars or exotic black panthers 
on the lam from people’s homes. After 
reviewing trail cameras and road kill 
reports, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice concluded that overzealous hunt-
ing in the 18th and 19th centuries killed 
the cat, who finally disappeared from 
the 21 eastern states it called home in 
the 1930s.”

The More Dogs 
The Merrier

The Piermont Community Dog Run 
is now open to non- Piermont resi-
dents. If you are interested in having your 
pooch use the fenced-in run off Ferry 
Road, just contact us at piermontdog-
run@gmail.com and we will send you an 
application. Membership requires up-to-
date vaccination information and there 
is a $25 membership fee, covering up to 
four dogs per family. Updates on Dog 
Run activities are posted on Ferry Road 
adjacent to the run, and sent to our mem-
bers via email.

         ~Margaret Grace

Planning Board, Zoning Board continued from page 5 

482 piermont avenue
piermont, new york 10968

Tel. 845.680.6460

sidewalkbistro.com

169 Paris Avenue • Northvale, NJ 07647
Tel: 201-767-6504 • Fax: 201-767-6471

www.NorthvaleNJ.MinutemanPress.com

Contact us for your Free Printing Estimates
10% off on orders over $100. with this ad.
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One diver speculated that so few Tappan Zee jumpers 
survive because most of the suicides occur in the middle 
of the night, after the bars close. The police do not imme-
diately spot the jumper’s abandoned cars. By the time the 
call goes out, the jumper has died and their body is on the 
move in the river. “We are always hopeful our training and 
rapid response will make a difference and save a life,” said 
Blomquist, “but these conditions work against that. We can 
at least bring some closure to the tragedy of a suicide by 
bringing the victim in.”

 ~Margaret Grace

You’ll find Piermont’s Independent Budget Committee’s 
reports online at http://www.piermont-ny.com/

Piermont Underwater Rescue continued from page 1 

We Buy Gold, Silver,
 Diamonds and Watches

Filofax • Godiva • Papyrus • Gift Items • Alex Toys
Stationery • Author Events • Toys & Games • Special Orders

201-784-2665
271 Livingston St., www.booksandgreetings.com 
Northvale, NJ 07647 kennys1407@aol.com
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Newsletter Available Worldwide

You’ll find this issue of The Piermont 
Newsletter, along with many past issues, 
online at http://www.piermont-ny.com/news-
letter/, thanks to volunteer Richie Stark who 
maintains the site. In addition to our publica-
tion, Richie, a fellow Piermonter, posts much 
valuable information there about our village.

Join Us! The Piermont Civic Association is a nonprofit group 
dedicated to the betterment of Piermont. Thanks to membership 
dues, numerous fundraising events and countless hours of volun-
teer work, Piermont has its Newsletter, Main Street has its trees, bike 
rack and flower pots, Kane Park has its gazebo and the Community 
Playgroup, Empire Hose and PAL have received generous donations, 
to name a few PCA accomplishments. Please mail this application 
to: Piermont Civic Association, Box 454, Piermont, NY 10968 I have 
enclosed: $_____2011 PCA Family Membership ($25 includes the 
Newsletter) 

NAME___________________________________________

ADDRESS_____________________________ZIP___________

500

AUBREY FLOWERS

Lynne Aubrey

www.aubreyflowers.com
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D&D Tree &  Landscaping, Inc. 
Bringing landscapes to life since 1978

845-627-2555 or 845-371-3224 
 Experienced & Creative

ddtreelandscaping@gmail 

www.ddtreelandscaping.com
Fully Licensed & Insured  

Rockland LIC# H-11281-15-18-00 · New Jersey LIC# 13VH05964000 

SNOW PLOWING

• Commercial

• Residential

• 24 Hour Service

• Salting

• Emergency Snow Removal

• Firewood Delivery

• Roof Clearing

TREE & PLANT CARE

• Tree Removal

• Pruning

• Storm Damage

• Vista Cutting

• Land Clearing

• Consultation

• Fertilizing/ Injection

• Stump Grinding

MASONRY

• Pavers

• Bluestone

• Renovation & Repair

• Natural Stone

• Retaining Walls

• Walkways & Patios

LANDSCAPING

• Planting & Design

• Waterfalls/ Ponds

• Drainage

• Excavation and Grading

• Large Transplanting

• Shade Gardens

• Lighting/Fencing

• Custom Tiki Bars

• Fire Pits

• Outdoor Kitchens

• Stoops and Steps         

• Pool Repairs

• Power washing


